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_ ■ who has furnished reliable information 

in the past, orally advised on December 16 and 18, 1959 of 
the 17th National Convention, Communist Party, USA, held 
at the Hotel Theresa, 125th Street and 7th Avenue, New 
York City, on December 10 through 13, 1959. Informant 

Ii JAMii P^BRODERICK? 11 ^ a gU6St * Itlformation ^rnishod to 

. ~ . ^ his information was reduced to narrative form, 
authenticated by the informant and is retained in Chicago 



b7D 



also furnished a 



On December 16, 1959, . 

voluminous amount of literature 'which he received* at" the 
Convention. The Bureau has received this material which 
has been photostated and retained in the Chicago files. 
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3 - Baltimore 

1 - 100-120 ?6 (GEORGE MEYERS) 

1 - 100- (JAKE GREEN) . 

1 - 100-12^61+ (CP, USA - Organization) 
2 - Boston (RBI)' 

1 - 100- 775 (HOMER CHASE) 

1 - 100-20779 (CP, USA --Organization) 

2 - Buffalo (RM) 

1 - 100- (MORT S CHEER) 

1 - 100- (CP, USA - Organization) 

3 - Cleveland (RM) 

1 - 65=721 (ANTON KRGHMAREK) 

1 - 100-222 (ED CHAKA) . 

1 - 100-17257 (CP, USA - Organization) 

5 - Detroit (RM) 

1 - 100-131}. 20 (CARL WINTER) 
1 _ 100-137i 1 .0(HELEN WINTER) 
1 - 100-8|82 (TOM DENNIS) 

1 - 100-9529 (MANNY BLUM) 

1 - 100-11093 (CP, USA - Organization) 

6 - Los Angeles (RM) 

! 1 - 100-i)J|86 (DOROTHY HEALEY) 

1 - 100-5257HCSARLENE MITCHELL) 

1 - 100-4663 (BEN DOBBS) , 

1 - 100- . -(PETTIS PERRY) 

' 1 - 100- 21*766 (JOHN HELLMAN) 

1 - 100-260l)ij.(CP, USA - Organization) 

2 - Milwaukee. (RM) 

1 - 100-ij. '•' (FRED BLAIR) 
! 1 - 100-^2-1 (CP, USA - Organization) 

3 '- Minneapolis (RM) 

1 - 100-371 (SAM DAVIS) i 

1 - 100-1902 (CLARENCE HATHAWAY) 

1 - IOO-I878 £CP, USA - Organization) 

2 - Newark (RM) 

1 - 100-i9k9l(PAT TOOHEY) 

1 - lOO-ij.284 (CP, USA - Organization) 
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51 - New York (RM) 



1 - 100-1806^ (JACK STACHEL) 
1 - 100-23825 (BENJAMIN DAVIS, JR.) 
1 - 100-79025" (MILDRED MC ADORY) 
1 - 100-95550 (PAUL ROBESON, JR.) 
1 - 100-54555 (EVELYN WIENER) 
1 - 100-84275 (WILLIAM L. PATTERSON) 
1 - 100-24891- (JACOB ROSEN) 
1 - 100-118174 (MILTON ROSEN) 
1 - 100-15946 (JAMES TORMEY) 
1 - IOO-I3483 (BETTY GANNETT) 
1 - 100-93665 (MIRIAM FRIEDLANDER) 
1 - 100- (LOUISE SANCHEZ") 

1 - 100-9595 (WILLIAM WEINSTONE) 
1 - 100-48033 (IRVING POTASH) 
1 - 100-26016 (LOUIS WEINSTOCK) 
1 - 100-32826 (JAMES ALLEN) 
1 - 100-56579 (PHIL BART) 
1 - 100-25623 ( ERIC BERT) 



1 - 100-129629 (WILLIAM ALBERTSON) 




1 - 100- (CP, USA - Membership) 
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3 - Philadelphia 
1 - 6£~ 1686 
1 - 100- 1 
1 - 100-31723 

2 - Portland (RM) 

1 - 100- 

1 - 100-3952 

3 - St. Louis (B 

1 - 100-&970 
1 - 100- 
1 - 100-7781 

6 - San Francisco 

1 I 1 ?fll2k2 
1 - .61398 

i - 

l - 160-27747 

2 - San Juan (RM) 

1 - 100 
1 - 100- 

3 - Seattle (RM) 

1 - 100- 127 

1 - 100- 
1 - 100- 
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(CP, USA - Pamphlets and Publications) 
(CP, USA - Education) 

(CP, USA - Brief to Establish Illegal Status) 
(CP, USA - Attempt to Infiltrate Mass 

Organizations) 
("The Worker") 

Amnesty for GIL GREEN and HENRY WINSTON) 
( |^ P > USA - Organization) (17th National Convention) 

(TOM NABRIED) 
(DANNY RUBEL) 
(CP, USA - Organization) 

(NORMAN HA ALAND) 
(CP, USA - Organization) 

(HERSHEL WALKER) 
(C. MARTIN) 

(CP, USA - Organization) 
(RM) 

(JUANITA WHEELER) 
(MICKEY LIMA) 
(ARCHIE BROWNE 

(AL RICHMOND) 
(CP, USA - Organization) 

(JUAN SANTOS RIVERA) 
(CP, USA - Organization) 
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(BURT NELSON 
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(CP, USA - Organization) 
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1 - Washington Field 

1 - 100- ( G P, 
30 Chicago 



USA - Organization) 
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^33 (LUCIUS ARMSTRONG) 
100-3470 (MORRIS CHILDS) 
100-21073 (LESTER DAVIS> 
100-33148 | 

100-12890 (EARL DURHAM.) 
1QQ-12459 fVT.ft wat t ^ 
100-29709 
100-18457 
100-3313 
100-2748 
61-867 



(RALPH TURNER) 
(JACK KLING) 
.(SAM KUSHMER) 
(CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) 
- 100-12789 (GEMLDYNE LIGHTFOOT) 
100-30108 (DANNY QUEEN) 
100-20278 (NATE SHARPE) 
100- '20289 (JAMES WESTt 
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100-4031 
100-22483 
100-13763 
100-24020 
100-8261 



(LOLA BELLE HOLMES) 
(FRITZI ENGLESTE1N) 
(DOT DAVIES) 
(Cojninfil, NAACP) 
100-35162 (Afro-American Heritage Association) 
100-18953 (CP, USA, Illinois District - Organization) 



100-18963 (CP, USA, Illinois District 
100-18961 (CP, USA, Illinois District 
Relations) 

1 - 100-17977 (CP, USA, Illinois District 
Activities) " 

1 - 100-18954 (CP, USA, Illinois District - Legislative 

Activities) 
1 - 100-1949/ (CP, USA, Illinois District 

Administration Issues) 
1 - 100-34438 (CP, USA, Illinois District 
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Chicago, Illinois 
December 16, 1959 



The 17th N&tion&l Convention of the Communist Party, 
USA, w&s held at the Hotel Theresa, 125th Street and 7th 
Avenue, New York City, on December 10, 11, 12 and .13, 1959* 

There was confusion as to the start of the Convention 
among the messsbers of the delegation from Chicago!, which accounted 
for most of the Chicago delegation missing the first day session 
of the Convention* CS$AtH)E Chairman of the CP of 

Illinois^ advised a number of the delegates and guests from 
Chicago that the CoaveffifeStan Would- not be open for delegates .and 
guests until 7i 00 p 0 m« oh feee&mfoer 10, 1959 « When it was 
pointed out to th&% the Convention had -started on 

the morning of the 10th, fa® st&W& that he had received. erroneous 
i^fomationo 

The following iMifi^tf&l© were known to have -attended 
the * Convention* Because of the large, number of people, it is 
not known if they attended all sessions* of the Coi^pntion, but 
they were in .attendance at least one day of the Convention; 



Ndy York Delegation 

JACK S^ACgEL 
BENJAMIN BAYIS P JR. 
MILLIE M€ AD0RY 
FAIL ROBESONj, JR. 
Welym WIENER 

besot, mmm 

MIRIAM — 
LOUISE SANCHEZ 
WILLIAM WEINSTONE 
IRYING POTASH 
LOUIS WEINSTOCK 
JAMES .ALLEN. 
VPHIL BART 
ERIE BERT 
SI GERSON 
JESUS COLON 
JAMES JACKSON 



WILLIAM L. PATTERSON 
JACOB ROSEN 
MILTON. ROSEN 
JAMES TORMEY 
ESTHER CANTOR 
HY WALLAC H , 
HERBERT APTHEKER 
WILLIAM ALBERTSON 
ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 
AARON — 
NINO — 

GEORGE MORRIS 
JOE NORTH 
NAT ROSENBLUTH 
GUS HALL 
ARNOLD 
HY LUMER 
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Chicago Delegation 



LUCIUS ARMSTRONG 

MORRIS . CHXLDS 

LESTER MYTR 

FLO WAT„T» 

WaJPH TURNER Tgueit) 
JACK KLING 
SAM KUSHNER . 
$LAUBE LIGteoOT 
GBRALDYNE &X£&Xti$DT 
DANNY QUEEN (Representing 

NATE. SHARPE 

JAMES WEST 



LOLA BELLE HOLMES 
FRITZ I ENGLESTEIN (guest) 
DOT, DAVIES (guest) 




Baltimore 



GEORGE MEYER 



Northern California 



JUANITA — 
MICKEY LIMA 
AJ£HjtE^BROWN 



AL RICHMOND 



Southern California 



DOROTHY HEALEY 
CHARLENE MITCHELL 



DOBBS 

PETTIS PERRY 
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Eastern Pennsylvania 

THQMAS NABRY (phonetic) 

BANNY — (from Philadelphia, representing youth) 

Michigan 

THOMAS PEOTS 

. _ CARL WINTER 

HELEN ALLISON 

COLEMAN — (Negro male) 



Minnesota 

SAM. DAYXS 
CLARENCE HATHAWAY 



Ohio 

ED — 

KRCHMAREK 



Maryland 

... Comrade JAKE — 



Missouri 

HERSCHEL WALKER 



New England 

HOMER CHASE 
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New Jersey 



PAT TOOHEY 



Indiana 



MANNY BLUM 



A- 



South 



Oregon 



NORMAN HILLAND (phonetic) 



Washington State 

BURT. NELSON 
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Wisconsin 



FREB BLAIR 



In addition to the above, the following were also 
known to have attended: 

MORT — (from Buffalo) 

JOHN BELLMAN / 



^1 
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Only the last few minutes of the first day's session 



was observedo At that time, PAT TOOHEY was elected temporary 
Chairman of the Latin American Affairs Committee* The motion 
was also passed that JIM ALLEN wou ld conduct a m eeting on 
Party Principles in the absence of | ] the Chairman fx 

Illinois who would arrive at the Convention the following day. 
The Convention adjourned about 6s 30 pom* 

The following individuals met after the Convention 
on December 10, 1959, to discuss the Negro Question Resolution: 



LUCIUS ARMSTRONG 



COLEMAN 
PETTIS PERRY 
PAUL ROBESON^ JR 0 
JAMES JACKSON 



LIGHTFOOT spoke on the Negro Question and highlighted 



the fact that the CP must overcome* its isolation from the main- 
stream of thfe masses, and must take a positive approach towards 
the Negro Question* The slogan "self-determination" will have 
to be eliminated*, 

LIGHTFOOT then outlined thirteen points which the CP 
must solve in regard to the Negro people, each point relating 
to the rebuilding of the party 0 



PETTIS PERRY was opposed to the dropping of the slogan 



"self- determination Before such steps would be taken to drop 
it, he wanted to go on record that this question be studied and 
evaluated* The Negro people do constitute a nation, in his 



CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT - Chairman 
LESTER DAVIS 
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opinion* 
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PAUL ROBESON, JR« supported PETTIS PERRY in retaining 
the slogan of self-determinationo 

JIM JACKSON made a speech supporting CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
in dropping the slogan of self-deterirfie&tion* 

A resolution was made to accept the main line of the 
Negro Resolution and drop the slogan of self— determination* 
When the resolution came to a vote, there was a debate about 
dropping the slogan 0 

PETTIS PERRY was able to get an amendment to the main 
line of the Negro Resolution that the slogan of self-determination 
will be considered for further study o 

Morning Session 

December 11 , 1959 

This session convened at 10s 30 a 0 m<> and was chaired by 
PAT TGOHEY, New Jersey State Chairman of the CP, 



Remarks by LOUIS WEINSTOCK 

WEINSTOCK advised that he concurred in the keynote 
address of GUS HALL* WEINSTOCK said that he had recently visited 
, Europe and talked with trade union people there, and was impressed 
with the esteem that the people of Europe hold the CP, USAo 
WEINSTOCK also talked of the disagreement among the trade union 
committee held the previous night 0 



Remarks b y CARL WINTER 

CARL WINTER questioned the interest of American newspapers 
in the Convention, when these papers branded the Party as weak and 
ineffectual o WINTER'S remark was based on an attempted interview 
by a "New York Times' 9 reporter who attempted to interview one of 
the delegates, AL RICHMOND <> 
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WINTER read greetings from the Central Committee of the 
CP of the Soviet Union to the CP, USA, for struggling for the 
liberties and living conditions of the American working class. 
The CPSU commended the CP, USA, for maintaining the principles 

of Marxism-Leninism and fighting the factionalists. 

WINTER also announced that the Party had received 
greetings from the Communist Parties of Sweden, Hungary, England, 

and Australia., 

PAT TOOHEY announced that JUAN SANTOS RIVERA, President 
of the CP of Puerto Rico, was supposed to attend the Convention, 
but was in the hospital because of an auto accident. A committee 
had been formed to visit RIVERA in the hospital. 

Remarks by JAMES JACKSON 

JAMES JACKSON spoke on the World Communist Movement and 
stated that the Party is still leading in the fight for peace 
and friendship with the Soviet Union. He stated that the Party 
has grown in prestige since the last Convention. He stated that 
the CP 9 USA, and the Parties of the other nations, have a common 
bond in their fight for the working classes of all nations. He 
stated that the Parties of the various nations owe their allegiance 
to their own nations and class first and are not bound to the CP 
of the Soviet Union. 

JACKSON stated that Sov/st- American friendship is growing 
and that the CP is leading the colonial peoples of South America 
and Africa in their fight for freedom. 

Remarks by ARCHIE BROWN 

. ARCHIE BROWN stated that the CP in San Francisco is 
promoting trade and peace with China and promoting social welfare 
programs. 

He stated that party morale has been low but things are 
changing for the Party. He said they have started classes for 
young people and expect to recruit these young people into the 
Party. 

- 7 - 
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Report on the Trade Union Resolution * 
by IRVING POTASH 



IRVING POTASH gave a report on the Trade Ujxion Resolution, 
stating that the Trade Union Committee had come to a general agree- 
ment on the Resolution. He stated that the Trade Union Committee 
should put further emphasis on the Landrum-Grif fin Bill, the 
steel strike, and the role of youth . The committee should also 
act on the farm-labor question in California and the problem of 
automation* 



Afternoon Session 

December 11, 1959 

This session convened about 2s 30 p*m 0 EVELYN WIENER 
was elected Chairman of this session* 



Remarks by ARCHIE BROWN fox Presiding Committee 

ARCHIE BROWN made the following proposals for the 
Presiding Committee: 

lo No committees shall meet while the Convention is 
in session 

2 0 Proposed a committee to visit JUAN SANTOS RIVERA, 
President of the CP of Puerto Rico, who is in the hospital. 

3o Concerning procedure at the Convention, the speakers 
shall give a report, which will be followed by discussion and 
then offer any amendments „ 

4o There shall be two speakers ;for and two speakers 
against a proposal with a time limit of three minutes for each 
proposal o 

The above proposals were voted upon and carried by 
the Convention . 

~ 8 ~ 
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Remarks by KRCHB&ARCK on the Steel Strike 

KRCHMARCK said that the steel strike in an example of 
the increasing offensive by the monopolies against the forking 
cl asses o KRCftMARCK highlighted the fact that automation will 
cause the loss of thousands of jobs 0 He emphasized that the 
CP must take a stronger role in the Trade Union lavement, and 
particularly in the steel strike 0 



KATE SHARPS called for Communists in the trade unions 
to work for more trade with the Socialist nations* 

DOROTHY HEALY, from California, emphasized the struggle 
of the Party as an anti-monopoly coalition. 

MANNY BLUM, from Indiana, called for the Party to 
strengthen and encourage the steel workers in their strike 
against monopoly • 

Chairman WIENER announced that the proposal on the 
Trade Union Resolution had been carried 0 

Remarks by CLAUDE LICSHTFQOT on the Negro Resolution 

CLAUDE LICMTFOOT announced that the Committee on the 
Ns@ro Question had unanimously commended JIM JACKSON for his 
fine work on the Negro Question 

LIGJSTFOOT stated that the Committee had worked into : 
the early hours on the Resolution and that the Committee agreed 
to follow the main line of the Resolution, He stated that the 
Committee had voted to drop the slogan "self-determination" 
but that this was not meant to minimize the importance of the 
Negro Question o 

LIGHTFOOT remarked that the Moslem Movement was 
growing among the Negro people, and that it was a Nationalistic 
Movement which encourages race pride 0 

~ 9 - 
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EARL DURHAM said that he supported the Resolution on 
the Negro Question, and he felt that the Party has helped in 
the advance of the Negro people <> 

JIM TORMEY agreed that the slogan "self-determination" 
should be dropped. 

CHARLENE MITCHELL was of the opinion that the Negro 
Resolution should have put more emphasis on the role of youth 

and women. . ■ 

MILDRED MC ADORY remarked that the Party must depend 
®n women in the stnaggl-e and that she is one of the oldest 
Negro women in the Party . 

WILLIAM PATTERSON said that the fight for the rights 
of the Negro is a fight for the rights of all, and he wanted 
the Party to bring before the United Nations the oppression of 
the Negro people in the United States 0 

There was much discussion on the slogan "self-determina- 
tion" , and whether a vote could be taken on the Resolution with 
the opposing opinions on the slogaiju 

A vote was taken on a motion to defer action on this 
Resolution, which was opposed by the majority. There was another 
vote on the original resolution and this was adopted. This ses- 
sion w?ts then adjourned. 

Evening Session 

December 11, 1959 

This session convened about 8% 30 p.m. and GEORGE MEYER 
was proposed and elected as Chairman. 

A greeting from TIM BUCK,, CP of Canada, was played, in 
which he stated that the CP of Cafeada had succeeded in weeding 
out the revisionists and that KHRUSHCHEV 1 s visit was an ending 
of the cold war. 
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It was announced that EUGENE DENNIS had suffered a 
stroke and could not attend the Convention. 



Report by BEN BAVXS 9 JRo on 
the 1960 Election 



BAYIS listed the following individuals on the Elec- 
tion Committee, which can be recalled: 

DORoranr healey 

ESgBEft CANTOR 
ARNQLD JOHNSON 
JACK STACHBL 



0AVXS made an attack on GEORGE MEANT, whom he accused, 
of intensifying the cold war* He said that the Party must 
take advantage of the dissatisfaction in the ranks of labor and 
the Negro people to deyelop a new political movement* He 
stated that the Party should push the candidacy of a Negro 
running for the United States- Senate • 

CARL WINTER stressed the importance of peace and co- 
existence <, He said that th& Republicans, who have been regarded 
as the enemy of labor, Taave taken the initiative towards world 
peace while the Democrats, who are supposed to be the friends 
of labor , are adopting a cold wsvr policy ♦ 



Report of the Cre dential s Committee 

The Credentials Committee reported that there was a 
total of 187 people were in attendance, with an additional 41 
for this evening session for a total of 228* Of the 187, the 
following is the breakdown: 

131 regular delegates 
25 alternate delegates 

15 fraternal delegates 

16 visitors 
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The delegates came from the following districts: 



New York 
New Jersey 
Illinois 
Ohio 

Pennsylvania 
New England 
Michigan . . . 



Wisconsin 
Missouri 

State of Washington 

Oregon 

California 



Minnesota 
Florida 

who were ale/S? E*?? 1 *™* there W ? S 29 me * he ** attendance 
39 flmalesf 6 W<?re 33 Ne S roes » 129 males, and 

TlKLs meeting adjourned about 10; 30 p.m. 

Morning Session 
December 12, 1959 

JAME«1 TAnra? ™^ man !? tM 5 session was cmRENCE HATHAWAY, 
th? So «S nu? * d P*?*"** fr0m the CP of china, in which " " 
the CP of China praised the CP, USA, in its ficht for. 
and world peace, and defending' tnTkgnts of IS w£kn?*l£gs. 
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Party Organisation by PHIL BART 

$ART said , that the Committee on Party Organization was 
mainly concerned with the amendments to the Resolutions concern- 
ing the United Front Movement* BART stressed the importance of 
the party club in the mass work of the Party 0 He £Oihtedi out 
the importance of recruiting women, particularly Neglto wotaen, 
He said this resolution should be discussed by the £Lub&, aft6r 
which proposals should be a$opted by the districts* 



BETTY GANSHSTT on Education 

BETTY GANNETT gave an emotional talk on education 
by the Party and the necessity of developing the Party cadre* 
She said that the American people are more receptive to Socialist 
because of the lessening of the cold war tensions* 



TOM DENNIS 

TOM DENNIS said that therS must be more people in mass 
work and there must be a closer relationship between the members 
and the Party leaders* He stated that the members and leaders 
have not been working together* The committee has decided that 
the districts should have coiihcils at which the club chairman 
and the members of the state committee can woyfc together; This 
will result in fixing responsibility for decisions apd policy* 



MORT on Party Rebuilding 

MORT introduced a resolution on rebuilding the Party, 
in which the Convention propose a recruiting drive to increase 
the membership ten per cent by May Day, 1960 . This resolution 
was adopted* 
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GERALD^NE LIGHTFOOT 

GER&PJXNE LIGHTFOOT said that members should rebuild 
the Party by intensifying their activities and role in the 
United front . LIGHTFOOT named the Afro- American Heritage 
Association in Chicago as an organization where successful 
mass work has been done* LIGBTF00T passed out pamphlets 
on the Afro- American Heritage Association to the Convention ♦ 



THOMAS NABRY 

NABRY said that GUS HALL 0 s report set forth the manner 
i*. which the Party can be rebuilt and unified,, He Said thkt , 
the Party must fight revisionism and factionalsim* the cliib 
must be strengthened because it is through the club "that the 
Party reaches the masses <» 



JIM WEST 

JIM WEST read a letter from a political grouo at 
Columbia University, which invited EUGENE DENNIS to addfress 
the undergraduates 0 



JUANITA 

JUANITA read the Party 9 s resolution on women and 
stressed the importance of the women's role in the Party, 
She said that particular attention must be paid by the Party 
to the role of the Negro and Mexican women<> She illustrated 
the lack of success of the Party among Negro women by /the 
few Negro women whp were present at the Convention, 
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WILLIAM PATTERSON 

■ ■■ i.i. ..ifa n . ; ..^ — — „ ■ t ,l ■■ Mill 

I 

PATTERSON said that the fund quota of $75,000 for 
"The Worker" was not reached and that a fund drive for "The 
Worker" be set in early 1960 . 

JACK STACHEL 

mm — a _ i n ' ii fiMfc i .I... MH 



JACK STACHEL proposed that the "Daily Worker" be 
published again by 1960. 

I ■ * . .•. 

National Committee by GUS HALL 

GUS HALL proposed that the National Committee be 
composed of 50 members, of which 15 would be at large, and 
35 elected from the various districts. ; t 

Afternoon Session December 13, 1959 

GERALD YNE LIGHTFOOT was. elected Chairman of this 
session. M t , r 

BILL ALBERTSON'S report qn Yputh 

BILL ALBERTSON gave report by* the Youth 

Committee and said that American youth are showing a new 
interest in Socialism. He sai$v$his was shqjvn in the Youth 
Festival in Vienna ahd the inarch on Washington. ALBERTSON 
proposed that the Party set up a National Committee on 
''•Youth;' . v 

CHARLENE MITCHELL . ii\ v I 

CHARLENE MITCHELL praised ALBERTSQ$v3or doing a 
good ; 3 ob on the youth report. x , ;,;/» " ; 

DANNY from Philadelphia 

'• " J : • • •' 

DANNT said that youth must be educated to know that 
thei'fe. main; enemy is monopoly. • » v 
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DANNY QUEEN from Chicago^ Illinois 0 

DANNY QUEEN said that the most important issue 
in the civil rights issue has been in integrating the 
schools. He said that the youth have not been trained for 
skilled work in industry, particularly Negro youth, who 
get few skilled jobs in industry. 

It was announced that the resolution on youth was 

carried. 

Report by BtfRT NSLSON on CP Qonstitution 

NELSON proposed tljat the National Committee change 
the CP Constitution so that it conformed with the principles 
of Democratic Centralism. 

This motion was approved biy the Convention. 

Morning: Session December 13, 1959 

ARCHIE BROWN acted as chairman of this session. 
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JACK KLING on Jewish Question 

JACK KLING criticized the National Committee for 
not having properly prepared the resolution on the Jewish 
Question, KLING wanted the CP tp take a stronger stand on 
the problems of the Jewish Community and support Israel. 

GUS HALL 

GUS HALL said that the Pre.f iding. Committee proposed 
that the members at large on the National Committee be ip- 
creased from 15 to 25?* ? bring the National Committee up to a 
total of 60. This motion was approved. 

TOM NABRY 

TOM NABRY stated that the Party must rid itself 
of factional is ts which weaken the strength of the Party. 

MORRIS CHILDS 

MORRIS CHILDS gave a financial report on the Party. 
He stated that the income of the Party for the first nine 
months of 1959 was $92,000, and that the Party presently 
has a surplus of $2,200. 

JUAN SANTOS RIVERA 

JUAN SANTOS RIVERA, of Puerto Rico spoke in Spanish 
which was translated into English by JESUS COLON. RIVERA 
sent greetings from the CP of Puerto Rico to the CP, USA, and 
told how he had been hit by a drunken driver when leaving a 
taxi at a friend/ 1 :© house. He said that he had sent a 
cablegram to the CP in New York to meet him at the airport, 
however, the cablegram was delayed and no one met him at the 
airport. He blamed the delay in the cablegram and the accident 
on the American Government and capitalists, who were deliberately 
trying to prevent him from attending the Convention. 
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RIVERA'S remarks were received with much enthusiasm 
by the Convention and flowers were presented to RIVERA by 

PAT TOOHEY. 

PAT TOOHEY gave a report on Latin American Affairs 
in which he accused the State Department and the FBI of 
to overthrow the Cuban Government on behalf of the sugar 
interests . 

JOE NORTH gave a- report on Cuba and said that it 
was a surprise to him to return to Cuba and see the changes 
that have taken place since the CASTRO regime* He said tfhat 
the economy has changed and there is ho longer Poverty in Cuba. 
He said that the- situation of the farmers has improved very 
much and described a cooperative farm which he visited, 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN proposed that WILLIAM ? t 
F0SfE:i be elected as honorary chairman Of the CP, USA, 
which was adopted by the Convention, 

FLYNN then read a list of 25 names which she 
stated were the preferred nominations list of the Presiding 
Committee o Thest* names were the following: 

EUGENE DENNIS 
CRJS HALL 
JIM JACKSON 

m lumrr 
ben davxs 

ELt7»A.BKTH FLYNN 

JACK STACUEL 

IRVING POTASH 

PHXL BOTT (phonetic) 

CLARENCE HATHAWAY 

HERBERT APTHEKER 

JIM ALLEN 

JESUS COLON 

Ah RICHMOND 

HELEN ALISON 

PETTIS PERRY 

ARNOLD JOHNSON 

GERALD YNE LIGHTFOOT 

DANNY QUEEN (from Chicago) 

DANNY (from Philadelphia) 

WILL WEINSHORE (phonetic) 

ERIC BERT 

— 18 T- 
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WILLIAM PATTERSON 
GEORGE MEYER 
SI GERSON 

The following were known to be nominated by the 
various districts for the National Committees 

Southern California 

CHARLEKE MITCHELL 
DOROTHY HEALEY 
DOBBS 

Northern Cal ifornia 

MICKEY LIM A 

I 1 

JUANITA — 

Indiana 
MANNY BLUM 
Missouri 
SI MARTIN 
Wisconsin 
FRED BLAIR 
Minnesota 
BEN DAVIS 
Illinois 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
JIM WEST 
FLO HALL 
SAM KUSHNER 

- 19 - 
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* Michigan 

CARL WINTER 
TOMMY DOTIS 

Ohio 

KRGHMAREK 

ED — 

After additional nominations^ the delegates were 
instructed to vote for a maximum of 60 of which 25 v(eve from 
the At Large list and 35 fyom the states. 

A balloting committee was nominated and approved. 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYUN made an attack on the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities and stated she would 
write an article which would appear in "Political Affairs" 
in defense of the Party. 

ARNOLD JOHNSON read a cablegram from the CP of 
Japan concerning a treaty between the government of Japan and 
the United States Government retaining American troops in 
Japan * 

A motion was made to withdraw American troops from - 
Japan which was approved. 

GUS HALL gave a summarizing talk in which he stated 
that this Convention has been very successful in unifying 
the Party and fighting factionalism. The Party still has 
some factionalists but the leadership will rid the Party of 
all factionalists o 

The election of members to the National Committee 
took considerable time and was completed until about midnight. 
The following is the results of the elections for ttye member 
at large and their votes 
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GUS HALL 131 
DANNY (from East 

Pennsylvania) 126 

JESUS COLON 122 

JIM JACKSON 121 

ELIZABETH FLYNN 120 

GF.ORGE MEYER 118 

HERBERT APTHEKER 117 

WILLIAM PATTERSON 116 

CLARENCE HATHAWAY • 111 

DANNY QUEEN 110 

IRVING POTASH 109 

HY LUMER 109 

PETTIS PERRY 107 

BEN DAVIS 107 

ARNOLD JOHNSON 106 

EUGENE DENNIS ' 104 

GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT 103 

JAMES ALLEN 98 

ERIC BURT 93 

HELEN ALLISON 91 

AL RICHMOND 87 

JAdK STACHEL 84 

PHIL BART 84 

SI GEARSON (phonetic) 77 

MILLIE MC ADORY 63 



The following were the results of the ballots 
for the districts? 

New England 

HOMER CHASE 

New Jersey 

PAT TOOHEY 

Maryland 



JAKE 
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Eastern Pennsylvania 



TOM NABRY (phonetic) 
State of Washington 
BURT "KELSON 
Oregon 

NORMAN HILLAND (phonetic) 
South 



Chicago 

CLAUDE LIGHTSOOT 119 
FLO HALL 
SAM KUSHNER 
JIM WEST 

Minnesota 

_ DAVIS 123 
Northern California 
JUANITA — H7 
Wisconsin 

_ BLAIR 123 
Michigan 



In addition to the above, it was learned that 



the following were named from the district, which district 



DENNIS 



116 



Missouri 



Co MARTIN 



122 
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cannot be recalled! 

— tfRCHMAREK 125 

ED _ 

CARL WINTER 

It was learned that SAM KUSHNEE from the Illinois 
delegate was upset over the fact that NATE SHARPE was a 
possible nominee from Illinois for the National Committee 
and therefore displaceKUSHNER. KUSHNER persuaded SHARPE 
not to run for the National Committee. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-69) 

FROM : SAC, CHICAGO (100-33741) 

SUBJECT? COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
ORGANIZATION 
JS - C 



DATE: /^-<^\5f 



who has furnished reliable information in 

the past, on December 15 and 16, 1959, orally advised SA ROBERT 
E„ BOWE of the 17th National Conwntion of the CP-USA which was 
held at the Theresa Hotel, New York City, on December 10-13, 1959. 

This oral information w as written up in narrative report 



for his approval and 



form and subsequently returned to [ 

s ignature- 'fe e signed origlas&l narrative report is located in 
A] 



[ 



Jon December 15, 1959, made available for 



photostating copies of all Convention documents set forth on 
page two of his report. Photostat copies of these documents will 

be retained in the Chicago Office.. 



17 - -Bureau (BUOfarisp) 



1-100-3=68 
1-100-3-63 
1-100-3-88 
1-100-3-81 
1-100-3-72 
1-100-3-70 
1. 100-3-83 
1-100-3-89 
1-100-3-75 
1-100-3-76 
1-100-3-78 
1-100-3-79 
1-100-3-91 
1-100-3-86 



(CP, 



(CP, USA, 
(CP, USA, 
(CP, USA, 
(CP, USA, 
USA, 
USA, 
USA, 
USA, 
USA, 
USA, 
USA, 
USA, 
USA, 
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(CP, 
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(CP, 
(CP, 
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1-100-3-71 (CP, USA, EDUCATION) 



MEMBERSHIP). 
FUNDS) 

FACTIONALISM) 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) 

POLITICAL ACTIVITIES) 

LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES) 

DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION ISSUES) 

STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY) 

NEGRO QUESTION) 

YOUTH MATTERS^ 

WOMENS MATTERS) 

FARMERS MATTERS) 

mTIONAL GROUPS COMMISSION) 

PAMPHLETS & PUBLICATIONS) 



3 - 



Baltimore 
1-100- teV&Y 



) 



(GEORGE MEYERS) 
1-100- ' (JAKE GREEN) 

1-100- (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

(Copies continued on ii page) 
REBsmec * 
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2 - Boston (RM) . 

1-100- nib (HOMER CHASE) 

1-100- (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

2 - Buffalo (RM) 

1-100- mS'-f (MORT SCHEER) 

1-100- (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

% - Cleveland (RM) 

1-100- (ANTON KRCHMAREK) 

1-100- (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

6 - Detroit (RM) . • ■ * 

1-100- (ART MC PHAUL) 

1-100- (COLEMAN YOUNG) 

1-100- 13^0 (CARL WINTER) 

1-100- (HELEN WINTER) 

1-100- (TOM DENNIS) 

1-100- (CP, USA, ORGANIZATDT) 

3 - Indianapolis (RM) 

i-i00-?€~y? (MANNY BLUM) 

1-100- (VAUD BENNETT) 

1-100- (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

7a - Los Angeles (RM) 

1-100- WlU (JOHN HELLMAN) 
1-100- (ARCHER BROWN) 

1-100- (KETTY JOHNSON) 

1-100- (PETTIS PERRY) 

1-100- 5^ SI I (CHARLENE MITCHELL) 
1-100- &ko«/q (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 
1-100- (DOROTHY HEALEY) 

2 - Milwaukee (RM) 

i-ioo- 4 (fred Blair) 

1-100- V^'i (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

2 - Minneapolis (RM) 

1-100- Ho a (CLARENCE HATHAWAY) 
1-100- (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

2 - Newark (RM) 

1-100- (PAT TOOHEY) 

1-100- V^SV (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

(Copies continued on iii page) 
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51 - New York (RM) (AMSD) 

1-100- (WILLIAM >L. PATTERSON) 

. ■ 1-100- (HERB APTHEKER) 

1-100-^^6' (BEN DAVIS, JR.) 
1-100- (ARNOLD JOHNSON) 
1-100- /3«/ff3 (BETTY GANNETT) 
1-100- (EVELYN WIENER) 

1-100- ^36-6 (WILLIAM Z. FOSTER) 
1-100- W<>6 (JACK STACHEL) 
1-100- 3-3-$ (JUNE GORDON) 
1-100- SbZlf (PHIL BART) 
■"1-100- £ W/ (GUS HALL) 
1-100- Stff (JESUS COLON) . 
1-100- 9 S^t? (PAUL ROBESON," JR.) 
1-100- // ?/7 t /iMlLT ROSEN) 
1-100- , (GENE DENNIS) 

1-100- /fc7S/ (JIM JACKSON) 
1-100- (HY LUMER) 
1-100- Ho% (ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN) 
1-100- 4$ 33 (IRVING POTASH) 

1-100- 9 ST*? 3 (WILLIAM WEINSTONE) s 

1-100- ^SfoO (ERIC BURT) 

1-100- /3<H3 (SI GERSON) 

1-100- (JOE NORTH) 

1-100- / 3 9^3 (GEORGE MORRIS) 

1-100- 79£>£5"0ffILDRE£ MC ADORY) 

1-100- (MIKE CRENOVICH) 

1-100- tZW (BILL ALBERTSON) 

1-100- ; -T<7</6 (JIM TORMEY) 

1-100- (ART EDELMAN) 

1-166- (HENRY WINSTON) 

1-iOO- bVoTi (NAT ROSENBLUTH) 

1-100- *t+0l * (LOUIS WEINSTOCK) 

1-100- ("THE WORKER") 

1-100- (AMNESTY FOR GIL GREEN & HENRY WINSTON) 

1-100- (CP, USA, MEMBERSHIP) 

1-100- ( " FUNDS) 

1-100- ( " FACTIONALISM) 

1-100- ( " INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) 

1-100- ( " POLITICAL ACTIVITIES) , 

1-100- ( " LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES) 

1-100- ( " DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION ISSUES) 

1-100- ( " STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY) 

1-100- ( " NEGRO QUESTION) 

1-100- ( " YOUTH MATTERS) 

1-100- ( " WOMENS MATTERS) 

(Copies continued on iv page) 
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1-100- (CP. USA s FARMERS MATTERS) 

1-100- ( " NATIONAL GROUPS COMMISSION) 

1-100- C " PAMPHLETS & PUBLICATIONS) 

1-100- C " EDUCATION) 

1-100- ( " BRIEF TO ESTABLISHILLEGAL STATUS) 

1-100- (CP ATTEMPTS TO INFILTRATE MASS ORGANIZATMS) 

3 - Philadelphia (RM) 2 - Portland (RM) 

1-100- (TOM NABRIED) 1-100- (N. HAALAND) 

1-100- ( DANNY RUBIN) 1-100- (CP, USA, , 

1-100- (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) ORGANIZATION) 

3 - St. Louis (RM) 

1-100- (*V0 (HERSCHEL WALKER) 

1~ 100- (C. MARTIN) 

1-100- (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

7 - San Francisco (RM) 

1-100- (KETTY JOHNSON) 

1-100- (AL RICHMOND) 

1,-iOO- (JUANITA WHE ELER) 

1^100- %1^2S I "I 

1-100- (MICKEY LIMA) 

1-100- I I 

1-100- (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

2 - San Juan (RM) 

1-100- (JUAN SANTOS RIVERA) 

1-100- (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

b6 

2 - Seattle (RM) ktp 
1-100- 7 (BURT NELSON) 
1-100- (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

1 - Washington Field (RM) 

1-100- (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

38- Chicago , 

1-A) f "I 

1- 61-867 (CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) 

1-100-20289 (JIM WEST) 

1-100-12459 (FLO HALL) 

1-100-2748 (SAM KUSHNER) 

1-100-12890 (EARL DURHAM) 
(Copies continued on v page) 
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1-100- 
1-100. 
1-100- 
1-100. 
1-100- 
J^IOO. 
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1-100. 
1-100- 
1-100- 
1-100- 
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-12789 

•22483 

.3313 

-30108 

-4031 

-21073 

-2749 

-644 

-22078 

-3470 
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-18457 

-29709 

-13263 

-18953 

-18963 
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-17977 

-18954 

-19491 

-19431 

-18956 

-18957 

•19492 : 

•18959 

-19490 

•17965 
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•18209 
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( GERALD YNE LIGHTFOOT) 
(LOLA BELLE HOLMES) 
(JACK KLING) 

(DAW QUEEN) 
(M0LI3S GOLD) 
(LESTER DAVIS) 



(LUCIOUS ARMSTRONG) 
(NATHAN SHARPE) 

fMOPPTR f?TTTT.r>R) 
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(FRITZI ENGLESTEIN) 
(GIL GREEN) 
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It is to be noted that the Cfcfeago Office is retaining a 
sufficient number of copies of the attached report in orde* that 
copies of this report may be furnished appropriate offices when . 
I l has had an opportunity to identify additional individuals 

at the Convention o Copies of this memo in soiae instances are not 
being chan nelized to subject case^files until such time as 
I l has had an opportunity to identify those individuals to 

whom he partially identified in the attached report especially when 
these individuals were speaking on the various resolution. By 
separate communieatin the Chicago Office has requested that photo- 
graphs of individuals who attended the Convention be forwarded to 
Chicago fo* viewing by Chicago, -informants. % 
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December 15-16, 1959 
Chicago, Illinois 



The Communist Party - USA (CP) 17th National Convention 
was held on December 10-13, 1959, in the Theresa Hotel, 125th 
Street and 7th Avenue, New York City. 

There were approximately 200 people, in attendance at 
the plenary sessions of the Convention including delegates, 
alternates, fraternal delegates, visitors, and guests. The 
following persons were among those in attendance , at this Convention 
and were believed to be either delegates or alternates. Because of 
the large number of poeple in attendance, it earfnot be stated that 
the below listed people attended « every session of the Convention on 
each day but they were in attendance for one or more sessions of 
the '17th National Convention. 



WILLIAM ALBERTSON 
/ PHIL BART 
TED BASSETT 
FRED BLAIR 
VAUD BENNETT 
HOMER CHASE 
BEN DAVIS, JR. 
ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 
FRANCES UABOW 
BETTY GANNETT 
JUNE GORDON 
SI GERSON 
GUS HALL 
DOROTHY HEALEY 
JAMES JACKSON 
ANTON KRCHMAREK 
HY LDMER 
JOE MARTINEZ 
IRWIN MILES 
GEORGE MORRIS 
BURT NELSON 
WILLIAM L. PATTERSON 
IRVING POTASH 
PAUL ROBESON, JR. 
DANNY RUBKt 
JACK SHULMAN 
BILL TAYLOR 
PAT TOOHEY 
HERSCHEL WALKER 
LOUIS WEINSTQCK 
JUANITA WHEELER 



JAMES ALLEN 
ROSE BARRON 
ERIC BURT 
MANNY BLUM 
ARCHER BROWN 
JESUS COLON 
TOM DENNIS 
MIRIAM FRIEDLANDER 
RHODA GADSON 
LEO GIOVANNINI 
HUGO GELLERT 
LOTTIE GORDON 
CLARENCE HATHAWAY 
JOHN HELLMAN 
ARNOLD JOHNSON 
MICKEY LIMA 
MILDRED MC ADORY 
GEORGE MEYERS 
CHARLENE MITCHELL 
THOMAS NABRIED 
JOE NORTH 
PETTIS PERRY 
AL RICHMOND 
MILT ROSEN 
ART SHIELDS 
JACK STACHEL 
JIM TORMEY 

ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG 
CONNIE WEISS 
WILLIAM WEINSTONE 
EVELYN WIENER 
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CARL WINTER 
IS ADORE WOFSY 
BEN DOBBS 
MIKE CRENOVICH 
WILLIAM CRAWFORD 
CLARA JORGENSON 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
FLO BALL 
EARL DURHAM 
LOLA BELLE HOLMES 
DANNY QUEEN 
LESTER DAVIS 
LUCIOUS ARMSTRONG 
MORRIS CHILDS 
RALPH TURNER 
FRITZI ENGLE STEIN 



HELEN WINTER 
SAUL GROSS 
JULIUS NACHMAN 



HYRAM DAVIS 
ART MC PHAUL 
JAMES JVEST 
SAM KUSHNER 
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GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT 



JACK KLING 
MOLL IE GOLD 



NATE SHARPE 



A Convention kit which contained numerous documents was 
made available to delegates and alternates to the Convention. 
This kit contained the following material? 



a. Keynote address by GUS HALL, entitled "Let Us 
Set Our Sights to the Future." 

b. 17th Convention resolution on the Negro Question 
in the United States. 

c. Resolution on Cuba. 

d. Resolution on the work and status of women. 

e. Resolution on the Youth Question. 

f . Disarmament and the American economy. 

g. Report of the Constitution Committee. 

h. Resolution on Puerto Rican work in the United States. 

i. Resolution on "The Worker". 

j. Draft resolution on Party Organization. 

k. The Communist Party. 

1. Farm resolution. 

m. Report on the 1960 elections. 

n. Psogram material for the 17th National 

Conventions, CP-USA. 
o. Document entitled "General Principles." 
p. Discussion article on the Negro Question 

by CYRIL BRIGGS. 
q. Discussion article on the Negro Question by M.A. 
r. Document entitled "An Old Problem Rediscussed* " 
s. Document entitled "Some Comments on the Draft 

Resolution by PETTIS PERRYV 
t.. Pre-Convention discussion. 



In introducing these resolutions some of the speakers 
used them as a guide while a few read them in their entirety to 
the Convention. 



GUS HALL gave the keynote address at the opening of the 
17th National Convention of the CP, USA. His keynote address 
was made available in the list of documents provided delegates , 
to the National Convent ion * 

Following the keynote address, greetings to the Convention 
were read from WILLIAM Z* FOSTER and EUGENE DENNIS, who were not 
in attendance* Other greetings were read to the Convention which 
had been sent by the Communist Parties of other countries. The 
election of the Presiding Committee and the election of the 
Election Committee were taken up next* 

In the early part of the Convention, PAUL ROBESON, Jr. 
spoke on the main resolution* 

MORRIS CHILDS of the Illinois District took issue with 
some of the things that PAUL ROBESON, Jr. had stated* CHILDS 
stated that he agreed with GUS HALL in that he saw no contradiction 
between the struggle for peace and the concept of fighting 
monopoly capital . 

The full session of the National Convention was closed 
for the first day by a statement from GUS HALL* At this time HALL 
made a few brief announcements concerning matters to be taken 
up in the remaining portion of the Convention. HALL said that in 
setting up the Convention a few committees had been left out and 
at this time designated PAT TOOHEY as chairman of a committee 
on Latin-American affairs and JIM ALLEN was placed in charge of 
the committee on Party principles. 

HALL then announced the following meetings for the 
committees which were to work during this Convention. These 
committees had apparently been set up prior to this time. It is 
also to be noted that the evening session of the first day of 
the Convention was devoted to individual meetings of these various 
committees* HALL announced the following: 



Committee Location. 

Defense Room 829 

Negro Resolution Room 831 

Constitution Rear of auditorium 

Party Organization Room 1028 



Committee 



Location 



Labor 

Election 

Youth 

Miscellaneous Resolutions 
Credentials 

Latin- American Affairs 

Appeals and Audit 

Statement on* Party Principles 

Women 1 s Work 

Farm Question 

Press 

Presiding 



Exhibition Room 

A Corner of the Hall 

Check Room 

Kitchen 
Front of Hall 
Room 1026 
Technical Room 



At this time the full formal session of the Convention 
adjourned. For the most part, the delegates were instructed to have 
dinner and then return to their various scheduled committee 
caucuses* 



The CP , USA National Convention opened its second day's 
session at about 10? 30 A.M 0 on December 11, 1959. PAT TOOHEY 
was elected chairman %ot this morning session. $ 

A National Jewish Committee was proposed ( a committee 
on Jewish work) with JACK KLXNG as chairman, JUNE GORDON, PAUL 
NOVACK and HYMAN SHELTON as members. 

A nationality group committee was proposed with JACK 
STACHEL as chairman. 

The discussion was to begin in this session, which was 
a continuation from the discussion from the previous day when 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT asked for a point of special privilege. LIGHTFO0T 
tpld the National Convention that the committee on Negro work 
had met far into the night and had met again early this morning 
but 4 there were still many knotty and basic problems to be resolved. 
He requested of the Convention that the committee on Negro work 
be permitted to withdraw in order to try to complete $heir work 
because it was necessary to present the Negro resolution in the 
afternoon session* 

This motion was introduced and passed and the members 
of the Negro Resolution Committee were asked to withdraw. (There 



seemed to be some snickering around the Convention at this time 
because as the committee on Negro work withdrew, it was noted that 
many of the Negroes at the Convention got up to leave the 
Convention. It was noted that there were only three white people 
on this committee and all the rest were Negroes. This was later 
pointed out in a criticism in an attempt to indicate wh&t was 
the real nature of the Negro Question in the Party; the fact 
that the people who are mainly interested in this question are 
the Negro comrades.) 



JO HOT HELLMAN 

Near the end of the morning session on December 
11, 19J?9 HELLMAN was speaking about the fact that the 
strategical goal of the Party is socialism not anti -monopoly 
coalition. (It is to be noted that throughout the Convention 
the anti-monopoly coalition seemed to be the bone of contention,* 
The theory was advanced in many of the resolutions that the 
building of the anti -monopoly coalition is a means of attainment 
of all of the goals of the Party. This anti -monopoly coalition 
would be a coalition between organized labor 9 Negroes s farmers s 
and other democratic minded forces, ) 

HELLMAN pointed out that peaceful co-existence does 
not necessarily mean a tranquil existence because even if there 
was peace in a general sense there would still be things like 
Egypt and the Viet-Nams and other small conflicts • breaking out 
all over. He added that as long as the great powers have a 
concept of peaceful co-existence, no real major conflicts will 
break out. 

Following these comments the Convention adjourned for 

lunch. 

The Convention began again at approximately 2s 00 p.m. 
at which time EVELYN WIENER was elected chairman. ARCHER BROW 
made an announcement concerning a committer which had been 
arranged to visit a Puerto Rican comradfcwho had com® to Hew 
York to attend the National Convention but had been involved in 
an automobile accident en route from the airport and was now 
hospitalized. He announced the following persons would be on 
this visiting committees 

JESUS COLON 

WILLIAM L. PATTERSON 

PAT T00HEY 

and one other from California 

As the afternoon session began the discussion on 
trade union work which had been started in the morning session 
continued. 



ANTON. KRCEMAREK 



KRCHMAREK said that one half million steel -workers 
are now engaged in a battle with the steel trusts . He pointed 
out that the steel strike has within it all of the elements of 
the deepening crisis, of capitalism. The steel workers are 
fighting against the steel company's right to introduce 
automation without any interference by the steel union* He 
pointed out that the issue in the steel strike is not primarily 
one of wages or better working conditions 9 but concerns the 
demand of the steel company to run the companies the way they 
•want without any interferences from the steel unions. The way 
they seek to run it is with a callous disregard for the welfare 
of the workers. 

KRCHMAREK then gave some very specific figures 
relating to steel production as compared to the number of steel 
workers involved in the production of the steel. He cited the 
Various types of new furnaces that have been introduced through- 
out the years. He showed the direction in whidiS the steel 
companies are moving in their continued efforts to eliminate 
steel workers without any approach to guaranteeing any rights 
to steel workers who have spent their lives in the steel mills. 

The following speakers also commented during this 

periods 

MILT ROSEN from New York 
DOROTHY HEALEY from California 
HATE fnot from Chicago) 

BILL _____ whose area was unknown 
A farmer from California 

(The chairman at this time did a potor job in announcing the 
speakers because she gave their name and area while applause 
from the speaker immediately previous to the speaker was still 
going on. , For that reason the names and areas could not be 
heard clearly. ) 

PAUL ROBESON. JR . 

ROBESON stated that in his opinion one pf the respon- 
sibilities of the leadership was to help the rank and file to 
understand the various reports. The central task of the entire 



Party is to begin to defend the labor movement from its 
attacks. 

GTTS HALL 

HALL took the floor to make an appeal to the 
delegates that if the Convention were to be completed on 
time and the work of the Convention was to be accomplished 
a great deal more discipline must be exhibited by the 
delegates. 

HY EOMER 

LTJMER made a brief announcement of two books which 
were on sale. He urged all the delegates to buy them. The 
first was "Inside the Khrushchev Sphere™ and the second was 
on the Party by ELIZABETH GFORLEY FLYNN. 

Committee on Negro Work, 
Report by CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 

When LIGHTFOOT took the rostrum there was a tremendous 
ovation afforded him which indicated the support and respect 
he has in the CP, USA. LIGHTFOOT*s comments began a discussion 
of the Negro question. He talked at great length on this 
question pointing out the differences that the Committee on 
Negro Work had had in arriving at unanimity. He applauded the 
fact that the committee had reached unanimity, however, he 
noted that the resolution that he was offering was in his 
opinion the best example of collective thinking ever to come 
out of any Party body throughout its history. He said it had 
been hashed and rehashed and every single line of it represented 
collective effort. Every single line had been analyzed and re- 
analyzed and torn apart by different people. No one person 
could claim credit for having given this resolution tq the 
Convention. 

LIGHTFOOT told the Convention of the recommendation 
of the committee that JIM JACKSON be commended for his out- 
standing work and for his contributions to the thinking and 
efforts to bring this thing (resolution) to fruition. 



LIGHTFOOT urged that the Convention recognize 
the depth of the political line of the document* He 
pointed out that in a sense the first theoretical aspect 
of the resolution was the decision to drop the slogan of 
the Right to Sel*f -Determination* He pointed out* however* 
that the Negro question still remains the central question* 
One of the reasons that many of the comrade seem to cling 
doggedly to this slogan wasn*t so much attributed to their 
belief to any degree that the Negro people represented a 
nation? they were afraid that to abandon this slogan would 
be to downgrade the question in the minds of the Negroes 
in the Party* He said that he wanted to make it clear 
that this in no way detracts from the importance o$> the 
centrality of the Negro question so far as the Party is 
concernedo 

LIGHTPOOT continued saying that the defeat of the 
Dixiecrats ~ Northern Republican alliance* who are the main 
agents of monopoly capitalism* is pointed out in the 
resolution as a major goal* The piain organizational task 
i s o 

1* First* to organize the unorganized in the Southo 
2* Secondly* to win the vote for the Negroes and 
the poor whites in the Southo 

3* The struggle for equality in housing* education* 
etc<> 

The problem that we face is the fact that labor 
still does not regard the solution of the Negro question as 
essential to the solution of its (labor^s) problem* He noted 
that in spite of this* the Negro question in America is a 
principle question! it is not a tactical question* We must 
in a very complete manner break down and point out the economic 
basis of Jim Crowism and poini out its stupendous cau§e* 

In concluding* LICJHTF001T noted the resolutions 
failure to mention the problem of Negro women.* Youth* and the 
growth of Negro nationalism* 



EARL DURHAM 

DURHAM dwelt at length on the roll of white workers 
in white organizations,, 

BILL _ from the South and JIM TORMEY spoke 
ne^t on the Uegro question* 

CARL from Washington State 

He pointed out that the Party had to overcome many 
problems over the past several years* He noted that we are 
now in a position to mafe some of the greatest strides in all 
of our historyo One of the greatest tasks which we will face 
is to find the ways to excercise "left initiative'*. 

J0 E u f ^ om Worth California spoke next hut his 

comments were not notedo 

GEORGE M EIERS from Maryland 

MEYERS said the discussion seems to overlook the 
importance of the Hegro peoples* struggle in relation to the 
liberation fights of the colonial people 0 There is a direct 
correlation* between, these two struggles since one compliments 
and aids the other<> 

CHARLENE MITCHELL 

CHARLENE made a wry impassioned plea for maintenance 
of the slogan of the Right to Seif~Determinationo She pointed 
out that her adherence to this slogan was in no -way an effort 
to be stubborn or factional. This just happens to be the way 
she felt and she did not s§e any basis of lo^ic in changing 
this* She appealed for more theoretical discussion and more 
dealing with this question at greater depth to provide those 
comtefed@swho were unable to see it with a sound fensis for making 
'up their minds o 



MILDRED MC ADORY spoke following CH&RLplEE MITCHELL* 



PETTIS PERRY 



PETTIS PERRY* s line was essentially the same as 
that which he had brought up in the discussion of the 
Committee on Negro Work, He "brought in the question, how 
do you provide political representation in an area where 
there is only one person to hold a position? For example , 
if there is only to be one sheriff or one other type 
political official elected, how do you have political 
representation for the other political grouping? How do 
you divide this one position? 

WILLIAM L. PATTER SON 

PATTERSON said that if the 16th Congress of the 
Party was known as the congress that saved the Party, then 
the 17th National Congress will be known as the congress 
that reorientated the Party on the question of Negro rights, 
and will go down in history as one of the greatest congresses,, 
(It is to be noted that PATTERSON referred to the Convention 
as the Congress throughout his comments.) 

PATTERSON was eloquent in his comments and pointed 
out the fact that the resolution had listed three main areas 
of struggle and said he wanted to add a fourth; — and that 
was the cultural area. He said he wanted to add this because 
it was in this area that monopoly capitalism sold the concept 
of the inferiority of the Negro people. It was in the area 
of culture that the poison of white supremacy became imbedded 
and ingrained in the minds of the people from the time they 
are children. He added that every aspect of our literature 
and art work to perpetuate this illusion and mislead the 
people. He felt it was therefore necessary to attack the 
problem at this level, — - the area of culture. 

The motion to adopt the resolution on the Negro 
-question created a tremendous hassle in the Convention because 
a white woman comrade arose and said that her delegation had 
been instructed not to vote on the question of dropping the 
slogan of the Right to Self -Determination. The California 
delegation also got into the discussion at this point. 
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It w&s noted that MANNY BLUM had worked his way 
into an area where the majority of the argument was coming 
from at this time and he joined into it* BLUM arose to 
speak oil this question and introduced a motion to separate 
the theoretical aspect from the programmable, This proposal 
threw the Convention into a furor* with tempers rising and 
the parliamentarian having to be called* The hassle went 
back and forth over the motion to separate the theoretical 
aspect and the programmatic* An attempt was made to invoke 
the rule of having two people speak for and two people speak 
against the motion* but this did not "get anywhere either 
because people kept iaatferarapting and injecting their comment^* 
Order was difficult at this time* ~— the chair would rule on 
something and this ruling would be appealed* etc* 

Mr* BLUM then made a request that CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
poll the Committee on Negro Work to see if the committee 
would agree to support these two points* In that way the 
argument would become a parliamentary matter* LXGHTPOOT* who 
is usually a good tactician* surveyed the room and evidentally 
felt he would win if the matter was put to a vote and therefore 
agreed to this request* A number of the members of the Committee 
on Negro Work indicated to LIGHTFOOT that they did not think 
this was a good idea* but LIGHTFOOT still agreed to putting the 
matter to a vote* 

At this time LIGHTFOOT was heard to say privately he 
did not see any necessity in ramming this thing down anyone* s 
throat when a vote could be taken on it which could satisfy 
them* He was still confident his idea would win out* You 
might as well go along with what they want when you pan still 
beat them* COLEMAN YOUNG cautioned LIGHTFOOT that he thought 
he was making a mistake | that there was danger in this maneuver* 
Tempers are high at this time and this vote could upset the 
whole applecarto 

When the matter was put to a vote it was 82 against 
supporting the two points in the resolution and 26 for supporting 
the two points* This was a defeat 6± LIGHTFOOT* s idea* 
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Next, a motion to adopt the resolution in ioto 
was passed. The votes were not counted on this motion, 
only the opposition votes were checked. £> were opposed 
and 12 abstained in the vote. 

At this time the afternoon session was concluded 
and the delegates broke for supper. 

The evening session began at approximately 7il£ 
p*m. with GEORGE MEYERS being proposed and elected as chair- 
man. 

The I960 Elections, 
Report by BEN DAVIS, JR . 

DAVIS spoke at length on the election potential 
for I960. In his comments he closely followed the outline 
as set forth in the resolution on the I960 election al- 
though he amplified some of the points and appeared to be 
talking "off the duff" at other times. 

The resolution on the I960 election contains 
essentially the salient points of DAVIS* report. 

# 

CARL WINTER, DAVE ^ from Virginia, HOMER CHASE 

from Hew England, and ARNOLD JOHNSON also spoke on the I960 
election at this time. A motion was made to adopt the 
resolution on the I960 election and this was passed unanimously 
with no opposition and no abstentions. 

Resolution on the Farm Question, 
Report by JOHN HELLMAN 

HELLMAN was one of the few speakers at the Convention 
who read the resolution from his committee in its entirety. A 
motion was made to adopt the resolution on the farm question 
upon the completion of the reading by HELLMAN and it was, 
carried unanimously. 
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Report on the Resolution Committee 
by JACK K LING- 

KLING reported that the total attendance at the 
Convention was 187, He added that 1*1 should he added to 
this attendance which reflected the number of people who 
were in attendance on the second day 6f the Convention 
and had not been present for the first day's session, 
KLING- gave the following breakdown for th#se attendance 
figure ss 

Of the original 18? , 131 were delegates, 2£ were 
alternates, V? were fraternal delegates and 16 were visitors. 
Of the Ijl additional, 2 were delegates, 2 were alternates, 
5> were fraternal delegates, and 32 were visitors, 

KLING reported that 16 states and the District of 
Columbia were represented in attendance at this National 
Convention. The states represented were the following? 

New York 

New Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

New England 

Michigan 

Maryland 

Washington, B.C. 

Ohio 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Wisconsin 

Missouri 

Washington State 

Oregon 

California 

Texas 

Alabama 

Minnesota 

KLING- added that 112 delegates were men and 39 
were women. 33 of the delegates were Negroes. 




KLING then gave the following, breakdown with 
regard to age"- of the delegates* 

Under 2£ years 1 

2$ to 35 years 29 

35 to ■ Ijo years 22 

fyO to j?0 years I4.8 

£0 to 60 years kk 

over 60 years 8 

He reported that over two thirds of the delegates 
were over IjfO years of .age. 

KLIHG next outlined the length of time in the Party 
for the Convention. . This analysis was as follows: 

tinder 10 years 11 

1Q to 1^,. years 2I4 

.1% to 20 years 2ij. 

20 to 30 years 68 

Over 30 years 12 

Charter members 5> 

He also reported that by way of occupation, the 
following were represented? 

Industrial workers l\3 

White-collar workers I4O 

Housewives 9 

Professional $ 

Self-employed k 

Farm workers 2 

Students 3 
Members of trade 

unions ft9 
Pull time Party 

workers 28 



The third day's session of the 17th CP, USA national 
Convention began at about 10sl£ a.m. on Saturday, December 12, 
19^9. At the outset greetings to the Convention from the CP 
of China were read by £CM JACKSOH. The Presiding Committee 
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recommended CLARENCE HATHAWAY as chairman of this session 
and he was elected. 

Party Organization* 
Report by PHIL BART 

BART stated that the 17th National Convention will 
be known in the days to come as the Convention which led the 
basis for the rebuilding of our Party. He added that based on 
dues payments the membership at the present time is in the 
neighborhood of 10*000 members. He pointed out* however* that 
dues payments were never an accurate index of the membership 
because the actual dues payments* for example* ' .;9feii v v at 
the height of the Party's success never reflected more than 
6f> to 75 per cent of the membership. He said many people are 
always delinquent and some Just do not pay dues but still 
regard themselves as members of the Party. He reiterated 
after that explanation* that based on dues payments the Party* s 
present strength is about 10*000 members because there are 
7*000 odd dues paying members. 

BART recommended the commencement of a recruiting 
drive to begin immediately and continue to May 1, I960. The 
goal of this recruiting drive should be an increase in Party 
membership by at least 10 per cent. 

BURT NELSON was the first speaker following BART* s 

report. 

BETTY GANNETT 

GANNETT spoke about the chaos through which the 
Party had come and pointed out the unity and strength with 
which it now emerges from that chaos. 

TOM DENNIS from Detroit 

At the outset* DENNIS indicated he had worked on a 
committee to help draft a resolution on Party organization. 

He continued saying that in Michigan they have 
utilized a style of operation which he thought the Party might 
do well to adopt generally. He described this system as a 



council set up* In this council system they have councils 
dealing with the ma^or areas of work and this, therefore, 
divides the responsibility of the leaderships and the need 
of the leadership to follow through on programs* This 
council system involves most of the members in the district 
and therefore, does not create any problems which most of 
the Party leadership is faced with, the need for full 
time (paid) leaders* 

MORT ^ from Buffalo 

He pointed out that it is not sufficient to try 
to strive to increase the . Party on ax quanftfctalisg basis. It 
is also important to pay attention to the qjffl&feUafciYS basis. 
He added the 17th National Convention should be known as 
the "build the Party Convention". 

GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT 

LIGHTFOOT stressed the question of the new era of 
left initiative. - She said that, as the wife of CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, 
she had been able^to enter CHDA clubs (Chicago northern District 
Association of Colt>r6d Women) and had won the full respect from 
these people. They hadwafte^heRf or her willingness to work and 
it was therefore quite possible for a known Communist to work ' 
in organizations and advance and build respect for the Party- 
She added that being the wife of CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, it is 
impossible for her to work in any organizations without being 
known as a Communist. 

She pointed out that a lot of the comrad©work in 
organizations but they are not known as Communists and therefore, 
if their work is good the Party does not get any credit because 
no one knows them as Communists. It is important to bring, forth 
the faces of the Party. 

She also spoke about the Afro-American Heritage 
Association in Chicago and the tremendous advance it is making 
in the Hegro community in Chicago. She noted that they have 
held a number of big meetings citing a recent appearance of 



W.E.B. W BOIS* She also spoke about the arrangement the 
MSA has for distributing literature through a book store 
and by having it sent to various small stores and shops. 
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A" motioffi was made and was adopted unanimously. to 
accept the resolution on Party Organization. 

Committee on Women's Work- 
Report by JUANITA WHEELER 

WHEELER introduced the resolution on women's work and 
in her comments dealt mainly with the resolution on that subject. 

LOLA from New York spoke on the resolution on women's 
work following WHEElfRs report . 

At this time a motion: was made that the Convention 
adopt Section Six of the general resolution. (It is not known 
why this motion was introduced at this time nor is it known 
which resolution it was referring to; however, the motion was 
passed. ) 

■EyELYN, WIENER from New York 

WIENER introduced a motion to amend page two, paragraph 
five of another resolution to add the statement that the Party 
must re-examine its whole struggle for legality. , 

An unidentified speaker reported that his area was 
going to begin a recruiting ^drive in order to double their member- 
ship. A challenge was issued to the Illinois District with 
regard to the recruiting drive. This challenge was accepted by 
the Illinois District and another challenge was made that the 
Harlem District would challenge the Illinois South Side Section 
in a recruiting drive. This challenge was also accepted by 1he 
Illinois District with the particular details of it to be worked 
out following the Convention. 

A motion was introduced to use the Party resolution on 
drganization as the basis for Party discussion and was passed. 

Resolution on the Mexican- 
Americans Report by SOL 
from Los Angeles 

SOL said that there are four millin Mexican- Americans 
in the United States, and then spoke at great length about ail 
phases of their life in the United States, including such topics 
as housing, jobs and women. 

Upon the completion of his report SOL received a 
tremendous ovation. There was ho discussion on this report, and 
it was adopted immediately thereafter. 
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KETTY %™ California introduced two resolutions 

at this time 9 on^largeil rebuilding CP activity among Japanese« 
Americans, and tbe other resolution was on the problems of the 
Americana Indians. 

Report oss- the Part y Press 



This report was given in three sections. GEORGE MEYERS, 
WILLIAM L. PATTERSON and JACK STACHEL reported on this. 

GEORGE MEYERS 

MEYERS indicated that the content of the paper was not ■ 
their main concern • He said that organisation of the paper is the 
outstanding problem. 

WILLIAM L, PATTERSON 

PATTERSON gave the main part of the report on the press 
and said that it is unfortunate that the work of this Convention 
enables it to give so little time to what is probably the most 
important item to come before the body* He spoke of the need, for 
funds for "The Worker" and said that we did not attain our 
financial quota of $75,000 to complete the work of "The Worker" 
for the current fiscal year, and we must 'meet that quota. He urged 
the incoming National Committee (NC) to fix the 1960 quota for ! f Tfae 
Worker" 1ft its very first session. It should be the first order 
of business for the new NC. The plight .off ."The Worker" is critical. 

He also stated that JACK STACHEL had been invaluable in 
the life of the paper . He also stated that the current circulation 
of "The Worker" is about 13,000 to 14,000 and about 4,000 of these- 
• are being distributed outside the United States. 

JACK STACHEL 

STACHEL indicated that only once before in his life has 
he had the honor that was bestowed upon him now. The previous 
time was when he had the honor off passing the motion, back in the 
twenties, off changing the nae of the Party to what it is today. 
He continued saying that today he has the honor of introducing the 
motion to reconstitute the "Daily Worker", (feere was a tremendous 
ovation to this.) 1 

STACHEL spoke at great 'length as to what is needed and 
added the aim is to get it initiated in the shortest possible time, 
in 1960 . He also spoke about the decision to. institute a midwest 



edition of "The Worker". The resolution on the press presented 
by the above three individuals was accepted unanimously by the 
Convention. 

* •< 

, GUS HALL next read greetings to the National Convention 
from the CP of France. 

HALL then took up tlfy© question of the proposals for 
nominations to the NC from' the Convention. He said that the 
size of the new NC will be around 50 with 35 of the members of 
the NC being selected by the state and district organizations, 
and 15 being elected at large. HALL then requested the various 
District delegations to meet in caucus as soon as possible in 
order to select 'their .nominees for the NC in both' the at»large 
and District categories . HALL recommended that the District in 
selecting nominees give thought to having a balanced NC with 
emphasis being given to Negroes, .women and youth. 

HALL then proceeded to read the following list of 
positions that each State would have for the NC: 



New York 


8 


SouthernCalifornia" 


3 


Illinois 


4 


Northern California 


3 


Michigan 


2 


Ohio 


2 


New England 


1 


Eastern Pennsylvania 


1 


New Jersey 


1 


Maryland 


2 


Wisconsin 


1 


Indiana 


1 


Minnesota 


1 


The South 


2 


Oregon 


1 


Washington 


1 



Kansas^Missotari 1 

He also proposed that the NC would meet every six months 
and that the National Executive Committee (NEC) would meet every 
six, weeks. He also p&wposed that there be a secretariat" of about 
five people. 

Someone from California tried to amend this proposal by 
saying that • Maryland be reduced to one,, Illinois be reduced to 
three , Oregon be eliminated. New York be reduced to seven and North- 
ern California be reduced to two. The motto was defeated. 

Resolution of the Coajauittee on Youth~ 
Report by BILL ALBERTSON 

ALBERTSON : dealt with the problems of youth, especially 
with regard to the right to an education. A m.ption to" adopt the 
resolution of the Committee on Youth Work was taken up; however, 
the report was not voted on at this time. 




DANNY from Eastern Pennsylvania 



He spoke on the question of building a democrat ic youth 
movement around the special needs of youth. 

CHARLENE MITCHELL 

MITCHELL urged the Convention to welcome the emergence 
of a Marxist youth organization* She said that this would be a 
healthy thing. 

AL from Southern California and CONNIE BART also spoke 
at this time. It was noted that CONNIE BART appeared nervous 
and no one seemed to be able to understand what she was talking 
about . 

I4 IBBY from The Bronx 

She welcomed the delegates to New York and hoped that 
as a result of the deliberations of. this Convention that the 
18th National Convention of the CP;would be held in another 
location, (This wasmt^an indication that New York was unhappy 
to have the Convention^ of course.) 

DANNY QUEEN from Illinois also spoke at this time* 

The discussion on the resolution of the Youth Comnifctee 
was closed but. ART MC PHAUL of Detroit rose. to ask for a special 
privilege and said that they had brought- a ' youth with them who 
they knew would make an outstanding contribution to 'this Convent ion. 
He urged. that this youth be. given time to speak . The r®qwe&t was 
put in a form of a motion and passed e iV " 

This youth spoke and it was felt- that he is a, terrific 
speaker* This youth g^ve a very educational and logical report; f 
It -would appear from his report ttet he is going - places* in the 
"CP. ":There was a feeling among many of those present that he could 
have been elected to the NCvon everybody's slate without any 
trouble' after making his report „ (It was learned in later dis- 
cussion that this youth had been of fered,, a position on the NC, - 
by his District's delegation^ but he had asked, that he not be 
elected to the NC 9 ) 

Report of the Constitution 
Committee by BURT NELSOff 

■ NELSON introduced several recommendation^ for changes 
and amendments in tie CP~tJSA Constitution. These were as follows s 



ARTICLE II. 
Purposes 



ARTICLE III. 
Membership 



ARTICLE IV. 
Structure 



ARTICLE V. 



Section 1.. Add to line 5 after "political activity" 

( a) to attain -a peace ful world so that the American 
people and ^l^'j^^si^j^^or^ out their dgs tiny 
freed ffgom tke'sEaHow" of~"' M^lei^ly^; (b) t o. ' 
'attain lull egul OXty f or '^Ee^ Wagro people; ' by 
banishing jim crow and~realiz'ing the fraternal 
unity of Negro and whitef"* 



Section 4. Line 8, delete ("if feasible") 

Line 9, after "good standing" add: 

piey may r Jkowever, apply for readmigs ion within 
six mont hs, and ^'upo n approval of the club, YkT 
' permitted to pay all back (flues and maintain liKeir 

former standing? 



Section 2. Page 9, line 7, after by-laws-, add 

the word or. 
line 8, delete (or state committee), 
retain "may determin^). Delete all 
that follows up to end of line 23. 

Retain balance of page. 

Page 10, line- 2, delete, (at large) 

line 6, delete all Material 
starting with (a vacancy among 
members) and ending with 
(vacancy ©teirred) on line 12. 



National Opg^ni^afeion 

Section 1, Page 12, line 8, delete (within the 

' first sdx months of: the year),. 

Section 4. Page 13, line 12, delete (at least 90 

Add four months, to read: 



Prior to regular National 
Conventions, four months shall be 
provided for discussions, etc. 

Section 5, in the present Constitution has been 
deleted by referendum. 

New Section 5 to read: 



Section 5. 



that each National Convention determine 
the number of members of the , National* ^" 
Committee and that election be 
secret ballot. ' ~ 



ARTICLE V 

National Organization 

New Section 6 to read: 



Section 6.. 



The National Committee shall' be 
elected at tne National convention . in 
the t ollowingmanner : That State Con- 
ventions shall maKe nominations to_tn"e 
National committee of any member or tne 
party eligible, in tneir own or any otner 
state, such nominations together with 
any other nominations made directly at 
tne convention aaan appear on tne 
election ballot at the National Convention 
unless a nominee, aasv in the ae an time 
decunedT 

That in the election of the National 
Committee ail areas of the country tie 



included with <iue regard to the size of 
the membership and the character of tne 
state organization. ' ! 

Present Section 6 then becomes Section 7. 

Section 7 will then read: 



Section 7. 



Vacancies shall be filled by th e ma, 
vote o f the Nat ional committee, 
recalled 



may 
tive 



0eT 

vftte 



drity 

>rs • 

for cause by the af f lrma- 



majoj 
Membei 
affi] 



of two~thlrds of the members 
the National committee* 



oT 



Present Section 7 becomes Section 8. 
Present Section 8 Imamm. Section 9* 
Present Section 9 becomes Section 10. 
Page 15, line 6 from the bottom, 

Change to read: In fulfilment of its duties instead 

of (In connection with its duties) 

Presseht Section 10 becomes Section 11. 

Page 16, last line, change to read.: at least twice 

a instead of? (at least four 
times a) 



ARTICLE VI 



Rights and Duties 6f Members 

Section 1. page 18, line 14 delete (They also have 
the right in accordance with- Section 2 
of this Article, to dissent from 
decisions which have been made.) 

line 18, change to read: 

Members should t be active in carrying 
out the program of the Party, to read 
and circulate its press and literature, 
to increase €Seir knowledge of scien- 
tific socialism and to attend club 
meetings regularly. 

Section 12, page 21, line 10* delete (without 



ARTICLE VII 

Disciplinary Procedure 

and Appeals. Section 3. Page 22, line 8, add after "any member 11 

or.g&rty committee^ 

line 13, add after "in that club" 
Clubs or i ndividual memb ers may request 
the 'noT^jTj gi next' feigher committee 




line 16, after "ttfial committee" add, 
of the; club or appropriate higher 
Party body. 



Section 6. Page 23, line 1. After "Any Member" 
add or committee . 

All of the above proposed amendments and changes 
were adopted unanimously. 

Also the report of the Constilaition Committee was 
accepted unanimously. 

An additional motion was "introduced by an unknown 
individual and there was a great deal of discussion around it. 
This recommendation was that the Convention go on record to instruct 
the NC to make the necessary changes within the spirit of 
democratic centralism. This amendment was to be injected into 
page 18 of the CP-USA Constitution. 

At this point the greetings from theCP of Germany were 
read to the Convention. This was followed by adjournment of the 
afternoon session of the Convention. Prior to the adjournment 
it had been suggested that the various state delegations immediately 
go into caucus to select their nominees for the NC. 



~&6- 



The fourth day's session of the 17th National Convention 
of the CP-USA began at approximately 10:30 AM on December 13, 1959. 
ARCHER BROWN -was proposed and elected chairman of this session. 

The first item taken up in this session was the intro- 
duction of a comrade from Puerto Rico named JUAN RIVERA who had 
been injared in an automobile accident en route to the National 
Convention. His arrival was very dramatic with the National 
Convention arising to give him a thunderous ovation. He had to 
be wheeled up to the platform and lifted onto the stage. 

Committee on Jewish Resolution- 
Report by JACK KLING 



KLING stated that the work of the Committee on Jewish 
Work was not completed, and a motion was introduced and adopted 
by the Convention that the resolution would be completed by 
February 15, 1960, and submitted to the Party for approval. 

That resolution was followed by the introduction of a 
resolutionon Cuba which was adopted. 

Report of the Appeals and Auditing 
Committee by MORRIS CfllLDS 

CHILDS reported that the Appeals Committee had dealt 
with many things. He reported on four appeals cases in particular. 

One was a case from Northern California involving V.B. 
and M.G. He reported the appeal in this case was rejected and the 
Convention voted to ;'$pstain this decision. In explaining this case 
CHILDS said that it was the opinion of the committee that the 
individuals involved had violated the most elementary rules of 
Party organization. 

In the case of HARRY HAYWOOD for re-instatement into 
the Party, CHILDS reported that it was the committee's finding 
that HAYWOOD had been given every chance to remain in the Party 
and the actual facts were that HAYWOOD had taken himself out of 
the Party. The Appeals Committee had no objection to HAYWOOD'S 
re-applying for membership in the Party, but as far as being in 
the Party now, his request was rejected. 

Thfe report caused a tremendous discussion?, with some 
people saying that you could not treat a person with HAYWOOD'S 
intelligence in that manner. Others in opposition to this said 
it was precisely because of his intelligence that the action 




was taken against him. Because of his great intelligence, he 
should have known h&ttor^to do what he did. This point was 
argued back and forth at length and finally a motion to 
Sustain the findings of the Appeals Committee was made. This 
, motion was passed with several abstentions. Most of those who 
had supported HAYWOOD' s position in the argument ©n this point, 
of course, abstained in the voting. 

Next there was a question on CHARLES LOHMAN, but .it 
was reported the Committee took no action on that. 

CHILDS said the Appeals Committee was referring that 
case back to the New York state organisation. The Committee 
took the position that his case was not a Convention appeal 
problem but was something that should still be handled on the 
state level. The wording on this was similar to a Supreme 
Court decision when- it states' an appellant has not exhausted 
all avenues for a case prior to having it presented to the 
Supreme Court. 

CHILDS next reported on the work of the Auditing 
Committee;- At the outset h® said this could not be qualified 
as an audit because it had not been prepared by a certified public 
accountant. He noted "it was done by well-meaning comrades, but 
it would not stand up and recommenfed that the Convention accept it 
as information* He said that in 1957 the Party had a total income 
of $196, 079.78 and that at the end of 1957 it had a deficit of 
$1,844.99. He said that in 1958 the Party had a total income of 
$133,832.73 and total expenses of $131,361.41 which left it with 
a surplus of $2,471.32. 

He added that so far as 1959 goes, the figures reflect 
only the first nine months. During ttfs period the income was 
$92,812.55. The Party has a surplus net worth of $2,489.14 and 
total liabilities of $11,018.96. 

CHILDS pointed out that income from dues has fallen 
considerably. The motion to adopt the report of the Auditing Com- 
mittee was unanimous. 

WILLIAM WEINSTONE next brought in an appeals matter 
concerning MAX BEDACHT's case. WEINSTONE spoke of this case with 
great fervor, saying that BEDACHT had been treated in an undemocratic, 
unfair and unjust manner and outlined the Thole history of the case. 
He asked the Convention to right a long standing vroig that had been 
done to this comrade in the period that is a black mark in our 
Party* s history. 



CHILDS pointed out the Convention did hot need to take 
any action on the BEDACHT case because there was no case against 
him* His appeal had been granted by a previous Appeals Committee 
decision o (Evidently this information had not been communicated 
to BEDACHT.) 

Remarks of BEN DAVIS, JR., 
Regarding JUAN RIVERA 

DAVIS rose at this time to speak in glowing terms' about 
the courage and perseverance of comrade JUAN SANTOS RIVERA, 
President of the CP of Puerto Rico. 

RIVERA brought greetings to the Convention from tfce CP 
of Puerto Rie®. His greetings were in Spanish and were translated 
by JESUS COLON. 

PAT TOOHEY responded to these greetings for the Convention 
and said the Convention welcomed comrade RIVERA and had great 
respect for his courage and fortitude in struggling for the rights 
of the Pueyto Rican people, etc. 

lii his comments in addition to the greetings f rosi, the 
Puerto Rican CP, RIVERA reported on how he had been injured in an 
automobile. accident ©nroute to the Convention from the airport. He 
added he suspected that his being struck by an automobile was not 
a fcbmpiete accident but had been caused by the American capitalists 
who tiere drying to prevent him from attending the Convention. 

At this point the morning session of the Convention was 

adjourned. 

Repdrt ttfh 1?jbte Latin American 
Affairs Committee by PAT TOOHEY 

TOOHEY gave the report of the Latin American Affairs 
Committee and at the end of this report introduced a motion that tlte 
NC.be directed to create a Latin American Commission as one of its 
first orders of business. He also introduced a motion that the 
Party arrange a conference in the southwest to deal with Latin 
American affairs. He also submitted a motion that the Party appeal 
to the conscience of the American people foy solidarity and consider- 
ation of the problems of the Latin American people. 

JOE NORTH spoke and reported on the Cuban situation in 
flowing terms with regard to the resolution in Cuba. He reported on 
the attempts of monopoly capital to destroy the Cuban revolution. 




NORTH reported that the monopoly capitalists are^trming _ : 
BATISTA while at the same time banning the sales of arms to FIDEL 
CASTRO ^ The capitalists are also boycotting and blockading other 
countries £rom supplying arms to CASTRO. This in effect is putting 
an economic squeeze play on CASTRO 's government in an attempt to 
reverse the land' reform* 

NORTH continued speaking about the land reform and the 
way that the country has been zoned off and listed other advarifced 
that were being made in land reform, collectivization of the farms 
and the dealing on the agrarian question. He pointed out that 
while BATISTA had been under the influence of American capitalists 
the Cuban people were not permitted to grow crops that would 
benefit them-* They could only grow the money crop— sugar. The 
profits from this went into the pockets of the monopoly capital- 
ists and BATISTA, Some many thousands of acres of land lay 
dormant but now because of the land reform the Cubans are using 
them ton. growing their own crops. The amount of sugar that is 
grown has been cut considerably and crops are being produced for 
the benefit of the Cubans themselves. 

Prior to the adoption of the resolution on the Latin 
American situation, an amendment was added that an appeal be made 
for amnesty for the Puerto Rican nationalists who are now in j&il. 
This amendment w^s added to the original motion to adopt the 
resolution ,and a vote was taken which accepted them unanimously. 

Report on Nominations 
for the NC 



ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN spoke at this time and entered a 
..motion to elect WILLIAM Z. FOSTER as chairman emeritus of the CP. 
This motion was seconded by ELMER from Washington who had 

recently returned to the United States from a World Federation of 
Trade Unionists. In his seconding speedy he spoke of the tremendous 
popularity of FOSTER in Europe and added that everywhere he went 
people asked if the Party in the United States was following FOSTER. 

This motion was passed with, one abstention. It appeared 
that everyone was. looking to see who the person was who abstained, 
but it was not made known. 

FLYNN then reported the names for preferred nominations 
on the list of at* large nominees for the NC« It was noted at this 
time that the number of at~large members had been Increased to 25 
from the original 15 which had been announced by GtfS HALL previously. 



At some time during the Convention apparent ly this figure had been 
increased. The basis for doing this w that it would permit a 
greater emphasis on industrial, youth and the Negro Question. This 
motion. to increase had been passed. This preferred list was as 
follows: 



GENE DENNIS 
JIM JACKSON 
BEN DAVIS, JR. 
JACK STACHEL 
PHIL BART 
HERB APTHEKER 
JESUS COLON 
HELEN ALLISON WINTER 
ARNOLD JOHNSON 
DANNY QUEEN 
WILLIAM WEINSTONE 
WILLIAM L. PATTERSON 
SI GERSON 

(The latter two were 
tied) 



GUS HALL 
HY LUMER 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 

IRVING POTASH 

CLARENCE HATHAWAY 

JIM ALLEN 

AL RICHMOND 

PETTIS PEREY 

GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT 

DANNY from Philadelphia 

ERIC BURT 

GEORGE MEYERS 



{DULL &®±v&® TCffle pruuieui uy 

declining immediately) 



The above nomination* were reported as the nominations 
that had come out of the Presiding and Nominations Committee. It 
is to be noted, that the leadership at this Convention took no 
chances because apparently the same people served on. both the bo 
Presiding Committee and Nominations Committee. folC 



FLYNN then read a second list of nominees for the at- 
large positions on the NC which was as follows? 



b7D 



JOHN HELLMAN 



BILL 
JOE 



from the South 



GEORGE MORRIS 
NATE SHARPE from 



Chicago 



Next the state, n©! 



BENNETT 

declined, 
nees were read to the Convention. 
NAT 



New York j PAUL R. 

LOUIS WEINSTOCK 
.. , MIKE} a Latin American EVELYN WIENER 

MILT ROSEN BILL ALBERTSON 



At this time an argument ensued on the floor because 
some people objected to the reading of the at -large delegates 
in two sections. The request was that the chair make the Presiding 
Committee report all of the at-large delegates in one group. The 
feeling of those who objected to the way it was carried out was 
that it was an indication that the people on the preferred list 
had already been pre-chosen by the Nominations Committee.. In the 
way it was done the Presiding Committee was adding its recommenda- 
tions to the nominations of the various states. The chair ruled 
that this could not be done, however. 

The remaining nominees were as follows: 



Southern California: 



Northern California: 



Illinois: 



Michigan: 
Ohio: 

New England: 
New Jersey: 

Indiana: 
Missouri : 
Wisconsin: 
Minnesota: 

Eastern Pennsylvania : " 
Washington State: 

Oregon: 
The South 



CHARLENE MITCHELL 
DOROTHY HEALEY, 
BEN §OBBS 

MICKEY LIMA 



JUAMJLTA 



CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
JIM WEST 
FLO HALL 
SAM KUSHNER 

CARL WINTER 
TOM DENNIS 

ANTON KRCHMAREK 
ED 

HOMER CHASE 

PAT TOOHEY 
MARILYN. JAKE 

MANNY BLUM 

C. MARTIN 

FRED BLAIR 

SAM DAVIS 

TOM NABRIED 
BURT NELSON 
NORMAN HAALAND 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



After the reading of these nominees the Presiding 
Committee anneewnced that a ballot in order to be valid had to 
have at least 45 and bo more than SO name® . 

At this time a list of additional nominees was read 
to the Conventions ' These indluceds 

New Yorks BETTY GANNAT 

ARTIE (who* declined) 
ESTHER CANTOR feo declined) 
JIM TORMEY 

Southern California i 
BILL TAYLOR 
ANITA * 



.Northern. California?: 

"JOE F* (who declined) 
LEE (who declined) 

Michigan? BILLY ALLAN 

Indiana : ' BENNETT (who declined) 

A Tellers Coiraiitte@_2zas^nnounced consisting of RALPH b 6 

. , $BRB from New York J | from Chicago and MC PHAUL from b7c 

Michigan « . b7D 

After the above announcements were made, ARNOLD JOHNSON 
introduced a resolution op earfcesasiton of the treaty with Japan. 

Summary -Remarks 
%W GUS HALL 

-HALL in his closing resmrks stated that the Convention 
has fulfilled most of its responsibilities • The Convention was a" 
big step in building a Marxist«Leninist Party in our country* Nobody 
could be said to have had their way at this Convention. The ,ConventioB 
voted up . &nd down on all questions He thought that we had attempted 
too much in the Conventions? however 9 and that there would be many 
minor .problems to-be raised. He concluded by saying that one thing 
is certain* we have emerged from this Convention with One Party, 
one policy , one line and -one direction. He again said the Convention 
did 'not have enough., time for discussion in order to enable it .to get 
the benefit of the experiences of our comrades in the various issues 
aad added that there are still some elements of factionalism within 
the Party , and we must at all costs N find ways to weed it out a,nd 
stamp it out. SS 



If this Convention gives any mandate, it gives the 
leadership a mandate to completely destroy any vicissitudes of 
factionalism:, 

The next point taken up was the establishment of the 
voting delegates by District ♦ This was as follows: 



New York 36 

New Jersey 4 

Eastern Pennsylvania 7 

New England 4 

Maryland 1 

Ohio 7 

Michigan 6 

Illinois IS 

Indiana 2 

Wisconsin 2 

Minnesota 6 

Oregon 1 

Washington 6 

Southern California 19 

Northern California 13 

Missouri 1 

The South 5 



The actual voting at the Convention did not take place 
until approximately 5:00 PM # The rest of tl^e time from then 
until the end of the Convention wasr Spent in counting the ballots, 
etc. 

The following is the result of the balloting for the JfC: 



1. 


GUS HALL 


131 


2. 


DANNY from Eastern 






Pennsylvania 


126 


3. 


JESUS COLON 


122.1 


4. 


JIM JACKSON 


121 


5. 


ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 120 


6. 


GEORGE MEYERS 


118.4 


7. 


HERB APTHEKER 


117.8 


8. 


WILLIAM PATTERSON 


116.7 


9. 


CLARENCE HATHAWAY 


111.4 


10, 


DANUY QUEEN 


110.7 


ii : 


IRVING POTASH 


109.8 


.12; 


HY LUMER 


109 


13. 


PETTIS PERRY 


107.7 


14. 


BEN DAVIS 


107.4 
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15. ARNOLD' JOHNSON 106.4 

IB. GENE ®ENNIS 104.7 

17. GEMLDYNE LIGHTFOQT 10$. 

18. JAMES ALLEN 98.1 

19. ERIC BURT 93.7 

20. HELEN ALLISON 91.7 

21. AL RICHMOND &7. 

22. JACK STACHEL 84.5 

23. PHIL BART 94.4 

24. SI GERSON 77. 

25. MILLIE MC ADORY 63.9 



The below listed were not elected to at-large positions 

on the NC: 



William we ins we 
Joe north 

BILL fropLlthe Sonth 

JOHN BELLMAN 

NAT 

GEORGE MORRIS 
Bi BENNETT 
MILFORD SUTHERLAND 



58.9 

58. 

49.9 

46.9 

38.9 

37.3 

35.6 

30.7 



The following people were elected to the positions 
allotted to the District on the .NC; 



2. 
3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
XX • 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 



KRCHMAREK 



NABRIEB from Eastern Pennsylvania 
SAM DAYIS from Minnesota 



C. MARTIN • , 

CLAUDE LI6HTF00 1 .? 2rom Chicago 
JUANITAj Northern California 
DENNIS j, Michigan 
CARL WINTER 

M. LMfr. Northern California 



PAT TOOHEY, New Jersey 
ED from Ohio 
F. HALL from Chicago 
MITCHELL, Southern California 



127 
127 

125. 

125 

124.7 

124 - 

123 

123 

122 

119 

117 

116.. 4 

114.7 

114. 

114 

118...3 

jLlL.iL 

in 

109.1 
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20. WEINSTOCK from New m 106.3 

21. ALBERTSQN from New York 105.1 
22; PAUL from New York 105.1 

23. NELSON from Washington 101*3 

24. HAALAND 101.3 

25. MIKE from New York 101.3 

26. WEST from Illinois' " 102; 7 

27. KUSHHER from Illinois 100. 

28. I I 99.7 b6 

29. NAT from New York 92.5 b7C 

30. BLUM from Indiana 94.3 b7D 

31. CHASE from New England 90.2 

32. GANNET from New York 82.4 

33. HEALEY from Southern CsSifornia 81.5 

34. TORMEY from New York 79 ;i 

35. FRIEDLANDER from New York 60.4 

The below listed persons were not elected to 
the NC from their respective Districts: 

WEINMAN from New York 56. 3 

TAYLOR from Southern California 53.6 
MORT from Southern California 53.3 
ROSEN 51.3 
ALLISON from Michigan 41.9 
ANITA from Southern California 37.2 



The percentages indicated in the above, were due to 
the fact that some Districts were able to vote in a unit as 
some of the delegates with voting rights had to leave the 
Convention prior to the casting Of the ballots. For this 
reason the. vote on the individuals had to be -broken down on a 
percentage basis. 

The 17th National Convention of the CP-USA concluded 
at about midnight on December 13, 1959, 



OFFICE MEMORANDUM * * * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 



S DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3) 



DATE? 12/23/59 



FROM i SAC, CHICAGO (100-33741) 



SUBJECTS COMMUNIST PARTY, USA - ORGANIZATION 
17th NATIONAL CONVENTION 
IS - C 



On December 15 and 16, 1959, 



who has 



furnished reliable information in the past, provided 
SAs WILLIAM R„ CATHEY and JOHN R. NORPEL with oral informa- 
tion pertaining to the 17th National Convention of the 
Communist Party, USA, which was held in New York City, 
New York, from December 10 through December 13, 1959. 

The above information was dictated on memo belts 
on December 15 and 16, 1959, by the above agents and trans- 
cribed <s>«t IW.emb<ay 16. 17 on<* 1ft IQfift Tw fi» OT fttri. a nh 0 i. e 
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The original information was authenticated by the 
informant on D ecember 18, 19 59 , and is being maintained in 
Chicago file A | I 

The following is a summary of the informant's' 
original information | which summary was prepared in keeping 
with the fundamental principles of brevity and clarity while 
retaining the primary character of the conference in. relation 
to area of activity and text encompassed. Further, the order 
of the summary is .in accordance with the sequence of events, 
, as recalled by the informant, and may vary slightly in timing 
and arrangement. 



2 - Bureau (RM) 
4 - Baltimore 

1 - 100-12464 

1 100= 

1 - 100-12076 

1 - 100- 
2 - Buffalo (RM) 

1 - 100=16449 

1 - 100-10454 
2 - Boston (RM) 

1 - 100-20779 

1 - 100-775 



(CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 

(JACOB GREEN) 
(GEORGE A. MEYERS) 
(CHARLIE JOHNSTON) 



(CP, USA - 0RGANIZA>3 
(MORTIMER SCHEER) 



(See i pages for Copies) 



USA - ORGANIZATION) 
(HOMER CHASE) 




CG 100-33741 



4 - Cleveland (RM) 

1 - 100«=17257 (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 
1 - 100=222 (ED CHAKA) 
1 - 100=421 (GUS HALL) 

1 - 65=721 (ANTHONY KRCHMAREK) \ 
9 - Detroit (RM) 

1 - 100-2050 (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 

1 - 100- (CP OF MICHIGAN - YOUTH MATTERS) 

1 - 100- (COMINFIL, NAACP) 

1 - 100-807 (BILLY ALLAN) 

1 - 100-8482 (THOMAS DENNIS) 

1 - 100-23990 (MARK SOLOMON) 

1 - 100- (PAULINE SOLOMON) 

1 - 100-13420 (CARL WINTER) 

1 - 100-13740 (HELEN WINTER) 
3 - Indianapolis (RM) 

1 - 100-11093 (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 

1 - 100-9529 (EMANUEL BLUM) 

1 - 100- (VABD BENNETT) 

8 - Los Angeles (RM) 

1 - 100-26044 (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 

1 - 100- (CP OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA - YOUTH HATTERS) 

1 - 100-52571 (CHARLENE ALEXANDER) 

1 - 100=4663 (BEN DOBBS) 

1 - 100-4486 (DOROTHY HEALEY) 

1 - 100=24766 (JOHN BELLMAN) 

1 - 100- (PETTIS PERRY) 

1 - 100= (ANITA ROSTODHA) 

2 - Milwaukee (RM) 

1 - 100=42=1 (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 
1 = 100=4 (FRED BLAIR) 

3 - Minneapolis (RM) 

1 = 100=1878 (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 
1 - 100=371 (SAM DAVIS) 
1 - 100=1902 (CLARENCE HATHAWAY) 
3 = Newark (RM) 

1 - 100-4284 (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 
1 - 100- (DAVID BDXENBAUM) 

1 - 100-19491 (PATRICK TOOHEY) 
JK= New Haven (100- ) (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) (RM) 
49' j- New York (RM) 

' 1 - 100-80641 (Sub B) (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) (17TH NATIONAL 

CONVENTION) 

1 = 100=81752 (CP, USA - BRIEF) 



- ii - 



CG 100-33741 



1 • 

l'c 

1 - 
1 • 
1 • 
1 ■ 

1 • 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 . 
1 - 
1 • 
1 . 
1 - 
1 - 
1 . 
1 . 
1 • 
1 - 
1 . 
1 • 
1 • 
1 • 
1 - 
1 • 
1 • 
1 • 
1 - 
1 • 
1 • 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 « 
1 • 
1 • 
1 - 
1 - 
1 . 



100- (CP, NEW YORK DISTRICT - YOUTH HATTERS) 

100= (CP j NEW YORK DISTRICT - STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY) 

loo- (comsnfil, American negro labor council) 

100- (COMINFIL, TOPOGRAPHERS UNION) 

100-129629 (WILLIAM ALBERTSON) 
100-32826 (JAMES ALLEN) 

(HERBERT APTHEKER) 
(PHIL BART) 
(ERIC BERT) 
(ESTHER CANTOR) 
(JESUS COLON) 
(MIKE CRENOVICH) 
(BEN DAVIS) 
(EUGENE DENNIS) 
(ARTHUR EDELM AN) 



((ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN) 
(WILLIAM Z. FOSTER) 
(HIM FRIEDLANDER) 



(SIMON W. GERSON) 
(GUS HALL) 
(JAMES JACKSON) 
(C. JAMES) 



100-80532 
100-56579 

100- 25623 
100- 

101- 559 
100- 

100-23825 
100-8057 
100- 
100= 

100-1696 
100=9365 
100-93665 
100= 

100-13443 
100=84994 
100-16785 
100= 

100=16021 
100- (BILL (LNU) 

100=105078. (HYMAN LUMER) 
100= (MIKE LUMER) 

100-79025 (MILDRED MC ADORY) 
100-135736 (MARVIN MARKMAN) 
100-13203 (GEORGE MORRIS) 
100-13444 
100-84275 
100-48033 
100= 

100-95550 
100- 

105-24891 
100-118714 
100-64074 
100-18065 
100-49340 
100-15946 
100=26108 (LOUIS WEINSTOCK) 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



(WILLIAM L. PATTERSON) 
(IRVING POTASH) 
(A. PHILIP RANDOLPH) 
(PAUL ROBESON o JR.) 
J 

(JAKE ROSEN) 

(MILT ROSEN) 
(NAT ROSENBLUTH) 
(JACK STACHEL) 
(PATRICK TOOHEY) 



- iii 
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1 - 100-9595 (WILLIAM WEINSTONE) 
1 » 100-54555 (EVELYN WIENER) 

1 - 100= (SHEVRA WOOL) 
4 - Philadelphia (RM) 

1 - 100-31723 (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 
1 - 100- (AARON LIPSON) 

1 - 65-1686 (TOM NABR.IED) 
1 - 65-4641 (DANNY RUBIN) 

2 - Portland (RM) 

1 - 100-3952 (Sub 14) (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 
1 - 100- (NORMAN HAALAND) 

3 - St. Louis (RM) 

1 - 100-7781 (CP, , USA - ORGANIZATION) 
1 - 100-6970 (HERSCHEL WALKER) 
1 - 100- (C. MARTIN) 

9 - San Francisco 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



100-27747 

100= 

100- 

100- 

100- 

65-1242 

100- 

61-415 

100= 



2 - San Juan (RM) 



1 - 
1 - 



100- 
100- 



5 - Seattle (RM) 



(CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 

(CP, NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT - YOUTH MATTERS) 

(JOE FIGUEIREDO) 

jfLEE KUTNICK) 

(MICKEY LIMA) 
(JUAMITA WHEELER) 
(AL RICHMOND) 

(DOUGLAS (LNU) (Described as white male, 19 years 

5 '6", 145 pounds, blond hair, medium 
build, student at Berkeley) 
(See Addendum) 

(CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 

(JEAN SANTOS RIVERA) 

(CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) b6 
(CP, NORTHWEST DISTRICT - YOUTH MATTERS) b7C 
(BURT NELSON) , b 7 D 



1 - 100- 
1 - 100- 
1 - 100=127 

1 = 100-14241 [ 

1 - 100-12883 (MILFORD SUTHERLAND 



] 



25 - Chicago 



1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



icagi 
- At 



] 



100-18953 (CP, USA, ILLINOIS DISTRICT - ORGANIZATION) 

100-694 (LUCIUS ARMSTRONG) 

100-24729 (EMANUEL BLUM) 

100-3470 (MORRIS CHILDS) 

100-24020 (DOROTHY DAVIES) 
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1 - 100-21073 
1 - 100-33148 
1 - 100-12890 
1 - 100-13263 
1 - 100-4031 
1 - 100-12459 
1 - 100-22483 
1 - 100-29709 
1 - 100-3313 
1 - 100-2748 
1 - 61-867 
1 - 100-42789 
1 -105-5726 
1 - .100-30108 
1 - 400-22078 
1 =100-18457 
1 - ,100-20289 
1 - 100-2749 
WRCjmeg 
(142) 



rT.F.STF.T? rtAVTFO 



(EARL DURHAM) 
(FRITZI ENGLESTEIN) 
(MOLLIE GOLD) 
(FLO HALL) 
(LOLA BELLE_Hij LMES) 

(JACK KLING) 
(SAM KUSHNER) 
(CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) 
(GERALD YNE LIGHTFOOT) 
(JOHN MAZEIKA) 
(DANNY QUEEN) 
(NATHAN SHARPE) 
(RALPH TURNER) 
(.TAMES WEST* 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



[ 
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December 15, 1959 
Chicago, Illinois 



The 17th National Convention of the Communist Party, 
USA, was held from December 10 through 13, 1959, at the Hotel 
Theresa, 125th Street and 7th Avenue, New York City, New York. 

The following individuals were among those present 
and are listed under their respective Communist Party areas s 

District @r Area Ballots Allotted 



Eastern Pennsylvania 7 



AARON LEPSON ** 
TOM NABRJlED 
DANNY RUBEN 

Illinois 13 

LU6EWS ARMSTRONG 
MORRIS CH1LDS 
DOROTHY DAVIES ** 
LESTER DA¥IS 
| | *» 

EARL DURHAM 
FRETZS ENGLESTEEN *** 
MOLLEE GOLD 
FLO HALL 

LOLA BELLE HO LMES 
1 | $* 

JACK KLENG 
SAM KUSHNER 
CALBDE LEGHTF00T 
GERALDYNE LEGHTFOOT 
JOHN MAZEEEA ** 
DANNY QUEEN 
NATHAN SHARPE 
RALPH TURNER * 
JAMES WEST 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 




CG 100-33741 



District ®r ■ Area 



Ballots Allotted 



Maryland 



1 



JAKE GREEN * 
CHARLIE JOHNSON 
GEORGE MEYERS 



Mi©M.gan 



6 



BILLY ALLAN * 
THOMAS DENNIS 
MARK SOLOMON ** 
PAULINE SOLOMON ** 
EARL WINTER 
HELEN WINTER 

1 ^ Minnesota 2 

SAM DAVIS 
CLARENCE HATHAWAY 

Missouri 1 



Ce MARTIN *** (Identified by 

mwk@ only. No physical description) 
HERSCHEL WALKER 

New England 4 

HOMER CHASE 

New Jersey 4 



].* 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



PATRICK TOOHEY 



New York 



36 



WILLIAM ALBERTSON 

JAMES ALLEN 
t HERBERT APTHEKER ** 
V PHIL BART 
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Distri©t or Area 



Ballots Allotted 



ERIC BEET 
ESTHER CANTOR 
JESUS COLON 
MIKE CRENOVICH 
BEN DAVIS 
ARTHUR EDELMAN 
ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 
MI Mi FR1EDLA NDER 



BETTY GANNETT 
SIMON GERSON * 
JAMES JACKSON 
ARNOLD JOHNSON 
HUMAN LUMER 
MIKE LUMER *** 
MILDRED MC ADGRY 
MARTIN MARKMAN 
GEORGE MORRIS 

JOE NORTH b6 

WILLIAM L» PATTERSON b7C 

IRVING POTASH b7D 

PAUL ROBESON, JR. 

JAKE ROSEN 

MILT ROSEN 

NAT ROSENBLUTH 

MORTIMER SHEER 

JACK STACHEL 

JAMES TORMEY 

LOUIS WE1NSTCCK 

WILLIAM WEINSTONE 

EVELYN WIENER 

SHEVRA WOOL 

N@gtlern California . 13 



MICKEY LIMA 
AL RICHMOND 
JUANITA WHEELER 

DOUGLAS (LNU) ** (White male, 19 years, 
5 "6", 145 pounds, blond hair, medium 
build, student at Berkeley) 




JOE FIG1EIREDO 

lee mmifig 
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District ©3? Area 



ED CHAKA 
GUS HALL 

ANTHONY KRCHMABEK 



Ballots Allotted 
7 



NORMAN HAALAND 

Paert© Ri©@ 
JUAN SANTOS RIVERA * 

South 



BILL (LOT) *** 

(The above individuals were identified only by name. 
No physical description available.) 



Southern California 19 

CHARLENE ALEXANDER ^aka . Charlene Mitchell 

BEN DOBBS 

ANITA ROST0DHA 

DOROTHY HE ALE Y 

JOHN HELLMAN 

PETTIS PERRY 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



Washington 

BURT fttELSQH . 

J 

MILFORD SUTHERLAND 



6 



2 



FRED BLAIR 



1 
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Ballots 

The number of ballots, indicated above, for the 
respective delegations indicates the number of votes and/or 
voting delegates allocated to the respective delegations for 
voting purposes^at the National Convention. 

* Single asterisk represents individuals known to be 
absent at one or more days sessions of the National Convention . 

Double asterisk represents individuals who attended 
the National Convention as fraternal delegates or guests* In 
this regard, it is noted that fraternal delegates had a voice 
in the National Convention but no vote at the proceedings thereof; 
while guests had no vote and no voice at the proceedings unless 
called upon to speak on a given subject. Guests were in 
attendance at the National Convention under the category of 
observers ♦ 

Triple asterisk represents individuals not known 
to be delegates, fraternal delegates or guests. These individuals 
are considered as invitees. 



PR0CBED2NQS OF DECEMBER 10 9 1959 
MORNING SESSION 



Chairman? ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 
Keynote Speech 

In his keynote speech, GUS HALL stated that the 
17th National .Convention is meeting during turbulent times 
marked by a succession of new, unprecedented situations which 
are reshaping the world. He said that the 16th National 
Convention met during a period of disruption created by the 
world-wide revisionists swing developed by bourgeois ideology 
and attacks under the Smith Act and "Mc Car thy ism" . The 
16th National Convention, in spite of all its weaknesses, was 
a productive achievement which laid the basis for reconsolida- 
tion of "our Party" . 
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HALL continued, as the 17th National Convention 
meets "our Party is victorious over the elements of 
liquidationism and revisionism by eradicating "left sectarianism 
and dogmatism", and in an era when the Socialist forces of 
the world have attained dominance because the balance of 
Strength is tipping in the direction ©f the Socialist world. 

The decline in "our own ranks" has been halted 
and factionalism, which has threatened the very existence of 
the Party, has been defeated. 

The present goal of the Party is to move out into 
the broad stream of the "peoples' movement" and break the bonds 
of isolation. Further, in the growing movement for peace, we 
are engaged in the struglle of the workers, the youth and the 
Negro people . 

* 

The problem our people face is of finding the least 
painful transition from the "American Century" to the new era 
of challenge of peaceful co-existence. The central expression 
of -the "American Century" has been in the concept of the "cold 
war", positions of strength" and brinkmanship" which has proven 
"increasingly bankrupt". Peace has emerged as the central 
issue to which we must devote our energies. Past drives for 
peace have taken place 'in an atmosphere of "Jingoism" and 
"National Chauvinism" while currently, the whole nation is 
discussing banning of nuclear tests, total disarmament and peaceful 
coexistence . 

HALL continued generally on advocating the cutting 
of armamenti- , expenditures to alleviate the mounting tax burden, 
the growing financial instability of the United States, opening . 
of world markets t©;"aid the mounting farm surplus problem and 
the chronic agricultural crisis. 

Further, HALL spoke on automation giving rise to ■ 
unemployment, the encouragement of automation by monopoly 
interests seeking to destroy small competitors. Conversely, 
HALL said that the development of automation in the Socialist 
world will serve to inspire "our workers" to the point of recognizing 
a need for Socialism. 
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HALL said that monopoly capital is reacting to 
the changing atmosphere toward peace by attacking labor 
via the Landrum-Grif f in Bill and increasing government inter- 
vention 7 control and domination of labor as well as an 
offensive being staged against civil rights and civil 
liberties ♦ 

HALL said there is an expression of new moods 
developing among the rank and file which is evidenced by 
the militancy shown by the steel workers daring their recent 
strike and by an upsurge in the Negro peoples* movement as 
well as by rebellion of youth against the lack of decent 
jobs, opportunities and "McCarthy! te" intimidation* HALL 
said all these struggles are developing alongside the peace 
movement and the central task of the Party is to give guidance 
and leadership to this " complex of movements" ♦ 

The Party's 1960 electoral policies will be directed 
toward leading a broad united front movement which constitutes 
an extension of such a united front policy ♦ While giving 
priority to the peace issue, all the needs of the people must 
be fought for, 

HALL pointed out the weakness of not checking Party 
policies against the realities of struggle and riot anchoring 
deeply enough in % the science of Marxism-Leninism. Xn con- 
clusion, HALL stated, "We should be more concerned with oujr 
unity than ever before*" 

Greetings 

Greetings were extended to the Convention from BENJAMIN 
DAVIS and WILLIAM Z. FOSTER as well as from Communist Parties 
from other countries ♦ It is noted that FOSTER'S greeting was 
read as he was not in attendance ♦ 

Election of Presiding Committee 

The following individuals were among those elected 
to the Presiding Committee; which Committee had the responsibility 
for the organization and procedures of the Convention: 

NAT ROSENBLUTH 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
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BEN DAVIS 
GUS HALL 
JAMES JACKSON 
JIM WEST 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 

Election of Convention Committee 

A Credentials Committee was elected as well as a 
Committee to elect the chairman and secretary. Further, a 
parliamentarian was elected. Identities of individuals on 
these committees and the parliamentarian is unknown. 

The following committees were among those elected 
to study and formulate resolutions for presentation to the 
National Convention. Further, the chairmen for the respective 
committees are indicated belows 



Committee 

Peace and Disarmament 

Trade Union 

Negro Question 

Party Organization 

Latin American 

Women 9 s Matters 

Youth Matters 

1960 Elections 

Jewish Question 

National Clubs 

Cuban Situation 

The Constitution 

The Party Press ("The Worker") 

Farmers ? Matters 

Political Actions 

Defense of the Party 

Puerto Rican Work in the 

United States 



Chairman 

HY LUMER 

IRVING POTASH 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 

PHIL BART 

PAT TOOHEY 

MIMI FRIEDLANDER 

BILL ALBERTSON 

BEN DAVIS 

Unknown 

Unknown 

Unknown 

Unknown 

Unknown 

Unknown 

Unknown 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 
Unknown 



AFTERNOON SESSION 

Chai rman; EARL DURHAM 

Revision of the Draft Resolution 

JAMES JACKSON announced that revisions of the main 
resolution pertaining to parts J and II would be distributed as 
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they pertained to HALL f s keynote speech and the forthcoming 
report by HY LUMER. 

Report on Disarmament and the 
American Economy 



HY LUMER stated that the KHRUSHCHEV visit to the United 
States lent impetus to the demand for disarmament throughout 
the world. The United States currently outlays nearly one-half 
of the total world 1 s arms production. Military expenditures 
is a way of using the state apparatus to increase the extraction 
of surplus value to protect and augment monopoly profits at 
the expense of the workers* Military expenditures is a means 
of destroying economic surpluses . as well as destroying 

a part of the national health and welfare thus leading to rising 
prices through infiltration. 

According to LUMER, arms reduction, rather than 
creating an economic crises* will bring about a rise in consumer 
goods spending thus greatly improving the economy. A drop in 
arms expenditures would free enormous stuns of money thus bringing 
about tax cuts and releasing funds for general welfare which 
funds would give rise to consumer purchasing power. 

LUMER pointed out that total disarmament would end 
the present secrecy of scientific and technical work which 
would offer, in turn, a stimulus to scientific advance, provide 
funds for economic assistance to underdeveloped countries, thus 
enlarging markets for American exports. 

It is necessary for the Party to expose the hoax that 
arms production is the answer to unemployment and to launch 
a fight for economic alternatives to the arms economy. 

LUMER said embargo on trade with Socialist countries 
must be lifted and we should launch into a program calling for 
tax reduction in low income brackets, plans for expansion of 
social welfare, especially for the Negro , f Puerto Rican and 
Mexicans - .American workers. The full realization of total 
disarmament requires the victory of Socialism. 



• 
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Adjournment 



The Convention adjourned to work in the respective 
committees on their resolution to the National Convention. 

Youth Matter Resolution Committee 

The Youth Matter Resolution Committee, chaired by 
BILL ALBERTSON, was composed of the following individuals: 

BILL ALBERTSON 
DANNY QUEEN 



AARON LIPSON 

DOUGLAS (LNU) (P reviously mentioned) 

DANNY RUBIN 
MARVIN MARKMAN 
JAKE ROSEN 
GEORGE MEYERS 
CHARLENE ALEXANDER 
MARK SOLOMON 
PAULINE SOLOMON 
SHEVRA WOOL 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



CHARLIE JOHNSON 
MIKE LUMER (Present as an observer) 

BILL ALBERTSON broke the Committee into four sections 
to work on the preparation of the four main parts of the 
Youth Resolution. These sections are as follows: 



Section I: 
Section II: 
Section III: 
Section IV: 



Introduction 

Marxist Youth Organization 
Party Program for Youth 
Party Work Among Youth 



SECTION I: INTRODUCTION 

This section was concerned with preparation of the 
introductory part of the Youth Matter Resolution which will 
point out the basic problems of youth and establish an outline 
to be followed. 
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SECTION II: MARXIST YOUTH ORGANIZATION 

It was the opinion of the majority of this Section 
the proper elements do not presently exist which are conducive 
to the immediate formation of a National Marxist Youth Organiza- 
tion. . Further, until proper conditions d© exist, youth will 
have to be reached and educated in the field of Socialism 
and Marxism through mass organizations and mass work; looking 
toward the eventual establishment of a Party Youth Organization 
on a national scale. It was felt by the majority of this section 
of the committee that> if a National Youth Organization was formed 
at the present time, it would die from lack of interest and partici- 
pation an<* hinder the chances for the future formation 
of such an organization. 



Further, it was stated by | Jthat it is b6 



7D 



most imperative proper conditions exist for the formation of a 
National Marxist Youth Organization prior to such formation. 
Non-Party youths must have a certain relationship with the Marxist 
movement to achieve the proper educational standards for their 
active cooperation and participation in a National Marxist Youth 
Organization. It was stated that this relationship must 
be brought about through education through the mass media. 

Further, proper conditions exist only in a very few 
cities at the present time regarding the formation of such a 
National Marxist Youth Organization, as mentioned above. It was 
stated that the Youth Resolution should urge the state committees 
to develop their youth program definitely looking toward the 
organization of a National Marxist Youth Organization. 

This must be done by an agitation of non-Party youth 
and education of youth in the field of Marxism-Leninism. It was 
remarked that the Resolution should encourage youth to attend 
youth activities and, in this regard, certain cultural aspects 
must be taken into consideration in order to create an interest 
for the youth. Further, there must be as a part of the Youth 
Resolution the recommendation for the establishment of a bill of 
rights for youth as a part of the over-all Communist Party program on 
youth. 
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It was noted by DOUGLAS (LNU) that, in some 
instances, there is a lack of understanding from older Party 
persons regarding the youth question * He said that adults 
working on youth issues must present these youth issues to 
the CP club where they will be incorporated as a part of 
the over-all youth program ♦ Further, the adults should present 
written brochures regarding youth to further encourage other 
Party persons to become interested in youth and activities 
of youth o DOUGLAS (LNU) stated that the strength and future 
leadership of the Communist Party lies in the south 0 

It was further stated that there is evidence of no 
development of youth on campuses in regard to Socialistic 
youth programs o In some cities the Socialist youth programs 
on campuses excel while in other cities these programs are 
completely negative 0 

I I stated that it is imperative that the 

Commu nist Party be aw are and know what the youths are accomplish- 
ing • I 1 that this point should definitely be 
brought out into the introductory portion of the National 
Youth Resolution o She added that most of the CP clubs are 
not flexible enough to bring non-Party youths closer to the b6 
Party and to understanding Marxism-Leninism 0 She said, in blC 
her opinion, she found it essential that Party youth clubs n ^ 
be maintained because the community clubs do not have the D ; L 
proper apparatus o r structure for encouraging youth interests* 
I I that the Party must recognize . ' ., s ' 

that the youth have different and separate problems 
from the problems experience by the adult Part y members of the 
community and industrial clubs 0 I I that the Party 

youth leaders should have meetings and consultations with teen 
agers and teen-age groups to examine the problems with which 
they are confronted and promote their plan for a future 
struggle looking towards eventual education of youth i« the 
field of Marxism~Leninismo 

SECTION Ills PARTY PROGRAM FOR YOUTH 

It was decided by this Section of the Committee that s * 
the Party program forjouth should include the following points 
in the Youth Resolutions 
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1. Youth shall have a right to free education from 
kindergarten through college . 

2. Full integration in schools. 

3. Student and faculty exchange between 
minority groups, states and countries. 

4. Elimination of Rights of Students to organize. 

5. Rezoning school areas for segregation to be 
eliminated. 

6. Right for equality and equal opportunity 
of youth. 

7. Establishment of Federal youth program calling 
for: 

a) Equal employment opportunity for youth. 

b) Unemployment insurance and adequate pension. 

c) Slum clearance and open housing for youth. 

d) Development of social centers for youth as 
well as recreational and athletic facilities 
on a non-discriminatory basis. 

8. Urge ending of the Conscription Act. 

9. Adult voting status for youth, 18 years and older. 

SECTION IV: PARTY WORK AMONG YOUTH 

The opinion of the majority of the individuals of 
this Section of the Committee was that the Resolution should 
reflect that youth work is the major problem for the masses 
of the people and aid must be extended to youth organizations 
of the Party. There must be some Party youth participating, in 
trade unions and there must be a build up in teen age clubs and 
Marxist study clubs. 

Further, the Party must find a way to contact and 
speak to these non-Party youths looking toward educating them 
in the field of Marxism and Socialism. This contact with youth 
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should be established through organized clubs and through 
mass organization in their respective state areas. The 
resolution states CP committees are urged to cooperate 
with youth clubs already existing and a youth director with 
commissions be established within 30 days after the adjournment 
01 tne CP Convention o , 

PROCEEDINGS OF DECEMBER 11, 1959 
MORNING SESSION 
Chairman; PAT TOOHEY 
World Marxist Movement 

. .„ A report on the World Marxist Movement reflected 
lul ii e ® ssence of instant report is peace. It was stated 
tnat the Party must defend the rights of their fellow men 
a **5\ iead the combat for the worker looging toward international 
solidarity and peace with the Soviet Union ... as the Soviet 
Union is the cornerstone for the building of a solid world 
business. 

Further, the Communist Party is linked with the world 
workers. by common ideology and expressions. There is no 
organic identification with world workers outside the common 
bond of peace. 

The primary interest of the Communist Party, USA, 
is allegiance to "our own class and nation". Communism can 
readily be adapted to the Nationalist principles as long as 
it basically adheres to primary Marxist-Leninist features. The 
Communist Party, USA, and the Communist Party of the Soviet 

•55 a * e , e ? u f 1 but independent parties and eachhas the inherent 
rignt of initiative. Further, the common goal of all Communist 
Parties is World Socialism. There is a definite need for under- 
standing existing struggles and for educating the masses. 

Resolution on Trade Union Problems 

IRVING POTASH presented the Resolution on Trade Union 
Problems and he stated that the word "Left Center" should be delete^ 
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from the resolution as it does not render a clear definition 
and resultant under standing 0 

Regarding this resolution POTASH stated current 
strikes are a mass fight back against the offensive which 
has been launched by big business upon economic and political 
fronts • Big business has scored a success through anti- 
labor legislation, such as Landrum-Grif fin-Kennedy Bill* The 
unity and determination displayed by the Steel Workers is 
indicative of the persistancy of the struggle which could 
lead to more basic objectives 9 such as civil rights, housing, 
etc* The CP, USA, should and will lead the fight against the 
anti-labor forces and will become the vanguard unit for an 
organization of the unorganized, embodying unification of 
strength in preparation for the oncoming offensive of capital 
which is already taking shape • 

POTASH was extremely critical of GEORGE HE ANY, who 
he described as a "racist" and a Collaborator with the McClellan 
Committee" • 

POTASH lauded A* PHILIP RANDOLPH'S movement to end 
racial discrimination in trade unions and stated that RANDOLPH'S 
American Negro Labor Council will undoubtedly advance Negro- 
white unity, thus lending impetus to Negro-Labor Alliance « 

POTASH called for pressure from mass organizations 
at grass roots level to combat anti-labor legislation and aid 
in the building of a labor-poltical action machine as well as 
an establishment of international solidarity 0 

POTASH continued that the fight for the shorter work 
week is the number one economy objective in the fight for jobs 
and security, and automation only under the Socialist system, 
as exemplified by the Soviet Union, can give the people maximum 
benefits « The progressive forces in the United States look 
to the trade union movement to assume leadership in the struggle 
for peace and disarmament and Communists must urge the labor 
movement to adopt a policy of full support to peaceful coexistence 
and development of a closer relationship between the United 
States and the Soviet Union* 
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A major objective of a counter offensive of labor 
is a militant 9 all out campaign to organize the unorganized, 
especially in the South and to break the barrier between 
white and Negro workers and sweep out the domination of 
Dixiecrats and the "reactionary" Congressional elements. 

POTASH called for a new coalition for the realiziation 
of a new Labor , Negro, Farmers Party capable of curbing mono- 
polistic domination in the United States* 

Following POTASH'S talk on the Trade Union Resolution 
a discussion ensued which encompassed the following points. 

1. The labor movement has not developed an 

effective defense against anti«labor legislation. 

2 • The workers must retain the right to strike 
at all costs. 

3. The "left center" terminology is misleading 

and will be misunderstood by the masses therefore 
must be eliminated from the word structure of 
the Trade Union Resolution. 

4. The steel strike is evidence of the battle 
being waged for the working class which is an 
implication of the gross class struggle. 
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WRCtPAS 

AFTERNOON SESSION 
Chairman: EVELYN WIENER 



Current Role of the CP,. USA 

In regard to the above, it was stated that the CP 
must grow to a position of influence in the United States, 
principally by contacts with the mass leaders and mass 
workers. They Party must build an alliance with labor and 
the working class and aid in the development in relationship 
between Negro and white workers in trade unions, 

Negro Question Resolution 

CLAUDE LIGHTF00T stated that JAMES JACKSON should 
be commended for his theoretical work regarding the Negro 
Question. The Party should undertake the vanguard, role to 
attempt to organize the thousands 6f Negroes in the United 
States through unity of Negro and white comrades. . The Negroes 
must retain the right of self-determination. Attacks oh the 
Negroes should be fought by the Party as part ©f the Party's 
overall policy. The CP has placed the labor movement before 
the Negro Question and the Negro Question is the 'principal 
question with which the. CP should be concerned. 

The oppression of the Negro people manifests' itself 
in these characteristic features: 

The denial of equal economic opportunities , of 
political rights and of social advantages. All three are 
rooted deeply in the historic development of the United 
States in slavery and in the long period of oppression which 
has followed emancipation. 

Though a specially oppressed part of the American 
Nation, the Negroes in the United. States are hot constituted 
as a separate nation, although they have the characteristics 
of a racially distinctive people or nationality. 
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To conclude that the Negro people, in the United 
States are not a Nation Is not to say that the Negro Question 
in our country is not a national question. It is indeed a 
national question! The question is, however, a national 
question of what type, with what distinguishing characteristics, 
calling for what strategic concepts for its solution. TJie fact 
that the Negro Question is not one of an oppressed nation 
fighting for national state sovereignity does not diminish the 
revolutionary import of the Negro peoples struggle in the 
United States , 

Negro freedom can only be secured through struggle 
against racist oppressors and exploiters, "Dixicrats" and 
Monopolistic interests. The steadily growing unity of the* 
Negro people is manifested in the continuing growth of their, 
mass organisations and institutions, in the singularity of their 
basic demands* in the militancy of their advocacy and action for 
equal rights, in .the developing of coordination and collaboration 
between the organisations which constitute the Negro peoples 
movement <> 

It is th£ obligation of the CP to assume the vanguard 
role as the Party of the American working class y *&<i lend every 
support to the Negro peoples struggle. The main obstacle to 
consolidating higher forms of the Negro-labor alliance is the 
continuance of race praptices and discrimination in the trade, 
union movement > It is the duty of the Party tcr fcelja the trade 
union movement right offenses against class unity. 

The Party. will support the Negro workers 1 initiative 
in forming the ground work for a National Negro Labor Organiza- 
tion (American Negro Labor Council). 

LIGHTF0OT spoke on the Negro-farmer situation, out- 
lining the oppress ionj disfranchisement and need for organization 
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The text of LIGHTFOOT's talk was that superprofits are the 
most vicious oppressors of the Negroes and it is part of a 
master design to continue Negro subjugation and exploitation. 
Further, the struggle for Negro rights can be directed toward 
the fight for the ballot and for free and universal suffrage 
rights . To do this, the Negro must mobilize and unify forces 
dedicated to a program of equal rights; support "unity candidates"; 
support mutual assistance pacts for political actions; develop 
alliance between organized labor and struggle for Negro rights and 
for full, indiscriminator^ organization of Negroes in the trade 
union movement o 

The "self-determination" projection and program for 
solution to the Negro Question was revealed to be an incorrect 
orientation and is now discarded . "Out Parties" view and also, 
in respect to the solution of the Negro Question in the United 
States, is to secure to the Negro people, with all speed, the 
complete realization of genuinely equal , economic > political and 
social status with all other Amterican citizens. Such an 
objective can only be realized through intensive struggle of a 
mass action character spearheaded* by > the united mass action of 
the Negro people themselves and joined in by,, the labor movement 
and all Democratic, Progressive and anti-BJonolopy and anti- 
"Dixicrat" forces,, 

LI0HTFOOT said it is first necessary to test the 
validity of the withdrawal of the "right to self-determination" 
which becomes a basis premise around whiph the resolution is 
developed. A number of the delegates opposed the withdrawal of 
the "right of self-determination" and. a h]imber of delegates 
spoke for inclusion of the "Negro Nation aspect into the 
resolution. 

EARL DURHAM stated that more reports on the Negro 
Question should be made by white comrades and such discussion and 
reports should not be limited exclusively to Negro* comrades. 
Further, DURHAM said, there has been too little discussidfr and 
interest by whites in the trade union movement relative ta the 
Negro Question. 
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A delegate from the Washington area declared "There 
must be a solidarily of Negro and white comrades because this 
is the basis of Marxist understanding. The domination of 
'Dixicrats* in Congress must be abolished. There must be a 
more fervid struggle for Negro rights as an integral part of the. 
resolution" o 

A Northern California delegate declared "Special 
oppressions exist for the Negro people which do not exist, in 
their entirety, with members of otlier minority groups. 
Attention should first be directed to the re-estabJLishmen.t of 
the right of Negroes in the South tq vote. Further; the cultural 
aspect of the Negro Question should be discussed in more detail 
before the resolution is voted upon'?. 

The New, Jersey and Southern California delegations 
refused to vote on the Negro Question resolution. New Jersey 
demanded further clarification as to what constituted a "Nation", 
"Nationhood" and "§elf-*determination". 

Both the New Jersey and the Southern California 
delegations stated that they have been instructed, at their 
State Convention, i*ot to vote for or against the Negro Question 
resolution unless the above mentioned clarification was 
resolved at the National Convention. 

A vote was taken and the Negro Question resolution was 
passed with a vote of eighty- two for and twenty-six against. 



EVENING SESSION 

Chairman? GEORGE MEYERS 

1960 Elections Resolution 

BENJAMIN DAVIS stated that the I960 resolution in* 
essence emphasized the aspects of peace and disarmament. Peace 
issues promoted in the United States by the advent of the recent 
KHRUSCHEV visit, have been countered by a majority reactionary 
offensive designed to intensify exploitation of American workers. 
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The reactionary 86th Congress scuttled the rights of 
the Negro people, passed the anti-labor Landrum-Grif f in Bill 
which is evidence of both political parties 1 desire to reverse the 
trend of peaceful <io>« existence <> 

The central task of the Party for 1960 is to continue 
the fight for peace, work for broad electorial unity, expose 
and isolate "Dixicrats" , support proposed Federal Registrars 
system, encourage and support the labor proposals, educate masses 
v in socialism, advocate necessity for new F&rmer-O^abor Party, run 
own candidates and support and participate in united front and 
democratic front alliances and movements 0 

Further, the Party must continue to advocate outlawing 
nuclear testing, total disarmament, ending cold war, encourage 
peaceful co«existence , encourage admittance of China and Latin 
American countries to the United Nations, reduction of taxes, 
restoration of civil rights through legislation, freedom for Smith 
Act victims, abolishment of 11 JIM CROW" segreation, repeal of Smith, 
McCarron, Taft-Hartley and Landirum-Grif f in laws, advance labors* 
right to organize, strike and participate in political actiors 
advocate the thirty-hour-week law, increase unemployment benefits 
through liberal Social Security benefits, enact American Youth 
Act;©Bhance Health and Welfare legislation, advocate Public owner- 
ship and operation of Atomic Energy facilities , railroads and 
public utilities and halt molopoly profiteering . 

Committee Work 

Following the above, Committees were excused from the 
Convention to complete their respective resolutions 0 

Youth Resolution Committee 

Eace sub-section of this Committee read their proposed 
section of the draft resolution <on Yputh and it was approved to be 
submitted to the National Convention . A discussion ensued 
concerning mass activity of Youth throughout the United States. 
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It was announced that, in Detroit, attempts are being 
made to revive the Youth Group in the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People' and the Party Youth Groups 
in that area are actively engaged in a fight for full integration 
in schools and are fighting the reasoning tactics of segregation- 
alists. 

New York reported that its- Youth Group had successfully 
worked through a local union in obtaining twenty-five jobs for 
Youth within the* past year. Further, the center of their 
activity is organizing educational classes for "first young voters 

MIKE LOMER stated that, in New York, the Topographers 
are attempting to organize the Youth elements into an active 
segment of the Topographers Union. 

It was stated that the Youth in Washington State have 
issued an appeal to Department stores to ban the sale of war toys 
and Youth in that area have been successfully organized into a 
summer school program wherein they prepare and publish papers and 
leaflets for distribution . to the mass interests. 

It was reported that a Party Youth organization has 
been successfully organized on the University of California, 
at Los Angeles campus. 

PROCEEDINGS OF DECEMBER 12, 1959 

MORNING SESSION 

Chairman: CLARENCE HATHAWAY 

Resolution on Party Organization 

PHIL BART stated that, in regard to this resolution, 
that the Party conduct an enlarged recruiting drive for new 
members, both in the field of recovering losses from old members, 
who dropped out, and recruiting new members. BART said the 

Party must have a qualitative as well as a quantitative approach 
to .'the ""recruitment issue. 
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Youth Question Resolution 

BILL ALBERTSON stated Youth work sh^ll be placed 
next to labor and the Negro peoples movement as the Party f s 
majority area of mass work 0 First, attention must be paid 
to the existing Youth movements and organizations , helping 
to build them based on their own programs and winning them 
iin united action for peace and integration, support for 
labor and political action, Further 3 all possible encourage- 
ment and aid shall be extended on $ local basis as well as on a 
national scale to the Party and nonparty Youth in their efforts 
to set up Marxist Youth organizations, growing as large as 
possible out of mass relationships 0 

Encouragement and aid should be extended to states 
organizing Marxist discussion clubs on campuses o The building 
and developing of teen-age groups and clubs of all kinds should 
be encouraged „ 

The Education and Youth Commissions should prepare a 
special educational program for training Party Youth* A two- 
month ideological campaign through the entire^ Party, beginning 
March 31st and ending May 31st on the Youth Question should be 
organized* The pfiaftpose of this campaign is to develop our under 
standing of this question and to orient the whole Party member- 
ship towards the Youth' in all areas of activity <> Material for 
this campaign shall be issued by the Education and Youth 
Commissions o 

The Party should find both the opportunities and forms 
for speaking directly to non-Party Youth on the issues of the 
day and on Socialism,, Forums, debates, leaflets and meetings 
should be encourage to the fullest degree « State Committees 
are urged to involve Youth in every level of Party leadership 
and in all Commissions and Committees Q 
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The incoming National Committee shall, within a period of 
not more than thirty days after the adjournment of this convention, 
appoint a full-time Director of Youth Force and establish a 
functioning National Commission on Youth Affairs composed of 
Youth and adult members 0 This Commission shall issue a regular 
National Party Youth Bulletin, We urge the State Committees, 
which I*ave not done so, to establish political and organizational 
responsibility for Youth affairs 0 

The formation of a National Marxist Youth organization 
today would be premature and therefore -doomed' to isolat ton n , 
since the committees for its formation do "not exist 'TiPa 'sufficient 
number of areas in our country 0 

Every State Committee should develop its mass lirouth 
work through education and action in such a manner that the 
conditions » for setting up local Marxist Youth Organizations will 
emerge as rapidly as possible* 

We look forward to the emerging of a National, 
organizational, independent, Socialist organization of Youth 
which is dedicated to participation in the everyday struggle ' 
for ithe immediate demands and needs of Youth; which consistently 
conducts agitation and education for Socialism among Youth and 
educ&tes its membership in the science of Marxist~Leninism 0 

In conclusion, ALBERTSON stated that the Party 
advocates a Federal Youth Works Program, abolition of the 
draft-compulsory military training and &0TC and obtaining an 
adult legal status to vote for eighteen- year-olds as well as 
the development of Youth exchanges and the passage, of an 
American Youth bill 0 
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Resolution on Puerto Rican 
Work in the United States 

The Party's task is to aid the people of Puerto 
Rico in their fight against economic, social and political 
oppression and for full soverignity and independence * The 
incoming National Committee shall conduct a study and 
evaluation of the Puerto Rican field looking toward establish- 
ment of Puerto Rican Commissions in Districts where large 
Puerto Rican elements are massed 0 

Refeolution pn Cuba 
-» — \ — — — 

The resolution on Cuba dealt with lauding the Cuban 
Governmental accomplishments since the^ revolution and denouncing 
the United States imperialist schemes and condemnations of the 
Cuban Revolutionary Government 0 Further, the CP proposed to 
mobilise United States public opinion to organize support, 
expecially in the trade unions, for the Cuban people and to 
encourage a United States "hands off policy" relating to Cuba. 

Resolution on the Work 
and Status of W omen 

JUANITA WHEELER called for the full participation of 
women for united action in support of the American working class 
and the peoples 0 movements* Further, the CP is called upon to 
establish a National Women *s Commission and establishment of 
Commissioners in Districts wherever possible 0 



AFTERNOON SESSION 
Chairman i GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT 

Farm Resolujjgn 

The farm resolution called upon a turn toward implementing 
the basic Marxist-Leninist principle— the alliance of 'farmers and 
workers and an establishment by the National Executive Committee of 
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National Farm Commission and Regional Farm Commisioners to make 
known the Party *s position on farmers 1 issues and methods for 
solution. 

Resolution on the 

Party Press ("The Worker") 

The goals of the CP cannot be reached withbut building 
"The Worker" into a popular, mass, Marxist-Leninist Press . 
Beginning May 1, 1960, the Midwest Edition of "The Worker" will 
begin publication . Preparations shouid be made early for 
financial aid to "The Worker's" 1960 financial campaign. The 
incoming National Committee is charged with organizing a 
financial campaign for "The Worker" *vy -t for $75,000 which 
will begin January 13, 1960 p and end May 31, I960, 

Miscellaneous 

It is noted that all resolutions previously mentioned, 
have been voted on and passed at the Convention ♦ 

Report on Cons titution Committee 

Proposed changes were adopted by the Convention per- 
taining to Section I, through Section XIII of the Constitution, 
These changes were read and mimeographed copies were passed 

out to delegates o 

Report by Presiding Committee 

GUS HALL recommended that 1 the National Committee be ' 
enlarged to include fifty members; thirty-five elected from the 
States and fifteen elected at Large ♦ Further, HALL recommended 
that the National E^cutive Committee be enlarged to include 
fourteen or fifteen members, the latter of which to include a 
five member Secretariat (from the National Executive Committee) 
to run the P^rty on a day-to-day basis, 

H$LL*s recommendation was adopted* 
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EVENING SESSION 



Illinois Delegation Caucus 

During the evening session the respective delegations 
adjourned into their respective caucuses. 

The Illinois delegation was entitled to four places 
at the National Committee from the District. 

The following individuals were nominated from the 
Illinois District to positions on the National Committee: 

EARL DURHAM 
FLO HALL 
SAM KUSHNER 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT 
DANNY QUEEN 
NATE SHARPE 
JIM WEST 

The following individuals declined the nomination: 

EARL DURHAM 
GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT 
DANNY QUEEN 

The following individuals were elected to the National 
Committee for the Illinois District: 

FLO HALL 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
NATE SHARPE 
JIM WEST 
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' Everyone was surprised that KUSHNER lost the 
election from his District to the National Committee. 

In this regard, it is noted that KUSHNER received 
only four votes for the National Committee position. 

'Following the voting CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT and JIM WEST 
approached NATE SHARPE and told SHARPE that it is imperative 
that SAM KUSHNER be retained as a member of the National 
Committee. LIGHTFOOT and WEST asked SHARPE to voluntarily 
decline in favor of KUSHNER. SHARPE agreed to decline in 
favor of KUSHNER. 



PROCEEDINGS OF DECEMBER 13, 1959 
MORNING SESSION 



Cha irma nt Unknown 

Jewish Question Resolution 

JACK KLING announced that the Jewish Question resolution 
has not been prepared to date and shall be prepared for submission 
to the incoming Executive Committee of the CP-USA on February 15, 
1960. KLING stated that the essence of this resolution dealt 
with a fight against laati-semitism and establishes the fact that 
the Party should build, on the basis of the cultural .outlook ,oli 
the Jewish Question, because the Socialist diemocradyhas ilsV; 
base> in the Jewish Community. 

Report by Presiding Committee 

GUS HALL said, due to the fact the at-large category 
of individuals is limited to fifteen, he fpels that there would 
not be enought varied representation ♦ HALL then recommended 
that the National Committee be enlarged to include a total of 
sixty; thitty-five of which will be elected from States and 
twenty-five at large. 

HALL's proposal was passed. 
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Report of Appeals Committee 

There is a fundamental duty of the Party to 
struggle for ideological unity. In Northern California and 
New Jersey, factional groups formed, in violation of Party 
and Marxist principals. These groups were expelled from the 
Party and their appeals are being denied. 

This brought varied reaction from the floor, especially 
when it was announced that certain factionalism individuals 
had been expelled* It was stated from the floor, that there 
are revisionists on the speakers platform who are more anti- 
Party than those expelled. 

Report on Party Finances 

MORRIS CHILDS reported that in 1957, the CP, USA took 
in $196,079 and during that year operated on a deficit in the 
amount of $1,844.00. Further, in 195g, the CP, USA took in only 
$133,832 arid operated during 1938 with a surplus of $2,471. 
During the first nine months of 1959, the CP took in $92,812 
and has an overall liability of $11,018. 

CHILDS stated that Party income from dues is steadily 

declining. 



AFTERNOON SESSION 

Chairman: NAT ROSENBLUTH 

Speech by JUAN SANTOS RIVERk, 
Chairman, CP of Puerto Rico 

JESUS COLON interpreted for RIVERA ♦ RIVERA stated 
that on his way to the Convention he had been struck; by ah auto- 
mobile driven by a drunken driver, which resulted in severe 
injuries to himself; therefore, he was unable to attend the 
first three days* sessions of the Convention. 
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RIVERA stated that, in his opinion, his being hit 
by an automobile is a reaction from the imperialist forces 
existing in the United States. 

The text of RIVERA * s remarks reflected that the CP 
of Puerto Rico as well as the CP of the United States should 
strictly adhere to the moral principals set forth by the 
Soviet Union. 

Response by PAT TOOgEY 

TOOHEY responded to RIVERA'S speech by sending 
greetings from the CP , USA %o the CP of Puerto Rico and stated 
that the CP, USA plans to give a gift to RIVERA. 

Nomination and Election of Officers 

WILLIAM. Z. FOSTER was elected Chairman-emeritus of the 

CP, USA. 

The Presiding and Nominations Committee submitted the 
following Preferred List for election to the National Committee 
as members -a t-large: 



EUGENE DENNIS 
GUS HALL 
JAMES JACKSON 
HY LUMER 
BEN DAVIS 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 

JACK STACHEL 

IRVING POTASH 

PHIL BART 

CLARENCE HATHAWAY 

HERBERT APTHEKER 

JAMES ALLEN 

JESUS COLON 

AL RICHMOND 

HELEN WINTER 
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PETTIS PERRY 
ARNOLD JOHNSON 
GERALD YNE LIGHTFOOT 
DANNY QUEEN 
DANNY RUBIN 
WILLIAM WEINSTONE 
ERIC BERT 
GEORGE MEYERS 
WILLIAM PATTERSON 
SIMON GERSON 
MILDRED MC ADORY 

All of the at-large candidates were elected to the 
National Committee with the exception of WILLIAM jWEINSTONE. 

The following general list of candidates to the 
National Committee were submitted by the Presiding and 
Nominations Committee, r but. were not elected: 



JOHN HELLMAN 

BILL, From the South 

JOE NORTH 

MILFORD SUTHERLAND 
NATE SHARPE 
VAUD BENNETT 
GEORGE MORRIS 



The following nominations were made from the State 
Caucuses and from the floor. 

Single asterisk (*) indicates individual nominations 
from the floor. 

Double asterisk (**) indicates those not elected to 
the National Committee. It is noted that those not marked with 
a double asterisk were all elected to the National Committee. 
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New York (Entitled to Eight on the National Committee) 



PAUL ROBESON, JR. 
NAT ROSENBLUTH 
LOUIS WEINSTOCK 
MORTIMER SCHEER ** 
MIKE CRENOVICH 
EYELYN WIENER ** 
MILTON ROSEN ** 
BILL ALB1RTSON 
BETTY GANNETT ** 
JAMES TQRMEY * 



Southern California (Entitled to Three on the National Committee) 

CHARLENE ALEXANDER 
DOROTHY HEALEY 
BEN DOBBS 

ANITA ROSTQDHA * ** 



Northern Calif ornia (Entitled to Three on the National Committee) 

MICKEY LIMA Kf - 
| — | bo 
JTJANTO WHEEEER b7c 

b7D 

Illinois (Entitled to Four on the National Committee) 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
JIM WEST 
FLO HALL 
SAM KUSHNER 



Michigan^Entitl©*! to Two on the National Committee) 

CARL WINTER 
TOM DENNIS 

BILLY ALLEN * ** 
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South (Entitled to Three on the National Committee) 
(See margin note on Maryland) 



b6 
b7C 
b7D 



Qhjo (Entitled to Two on the National Committee) 

ANTHONY KRCHMAREK 
ED CHAKA 

New England (Entitled to One on the National Committee) 
HOMER CHASE 

New Jersey (Entitled to One on. the National Committee) 
PAT T00HEY 

Maryland (Entitled to Two on the National Committee; However, 
declined one in favor of giving one to the South) 

JACOB GREEN 

Indiana (Entitled to One on the . National Committee) 
EMANUEL BLUM 

Missouri (Entitled to One on the National Committee) 
C e MARTIN 

Wisconsin (Entitled to One on the National Conmiittee) 
FRED BLAIR 
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Minnesota (Entitled to One on the National Committee) 
SAM DAVIS 

Eastern Pennsylvania (Entitled to One on the National Committee) 
,TOM NABRIED 

Washington (Entitled to One on the National Committee) 
BUST NELSON 

Oregon (Entitled to One on the National Committee) 
NORMAN HAALAND 

Resolution oii Defense of the Party 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN stated that the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities must be attacked by the Party to the 
fullest looking toward abolishment of this fa scist^ organ. 

She called upon an appeal for amnesty for Smith Act 

victims. 

The resolution on defense of the Party was passed 

Resolution on Peace and Disarmament 

HY LUMER recommended that the draft resolution oh 
peace and disarmament be adopted with certain changes regarding 
the economic aspects of the disarmament problem. Hesaid this 
will be taken up by the National Executive Committee 1 




CG 100-33741 



Closing R emarks of GUS HALL 

HALL stated that the 17th National Convention can 
be regarded as a "meeting of minds". He stated that the Con- 
vention has been very successful and, that under present 
conditions, t? we can say" that no one had their full way* 
There has been a change of influence . The Party can now say 
that it l&s one policy, one line and one direction* 

HALL reflected that there have been some weaknesses 
in the Convention but this is expected and is due to the fact 
that, in certain instances, the agenda has been far too long 
and too much material has been presented in four days. Further, 
there has not been enough concrete experiences discussed by 
members present and liaison developed between various areas 
to* determine what each is doing* 

HALL. stated that there still exists some elements of 
factionalism in the Party and the Party's policy towards 
factionalism will not be changed without the consent of the 
National Executive Committee* 

In conclusion, HALL stated that it is his decided 
opinion that the 17th Convention is definitely a success* 

Miscellaneous 

Following HALL'S closing remarks, segments of the 
Convention delegates began returning to their home areas. 
During this time a motion to accept the main Party resolution 
as amended was passed unaminously* 
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ADDENDUM: 



A request has been made by separate communication 



to the New York Office request ii*g that copies of photographs 
of persons believed to have been in attendance at the 17th 
National Convention be made available to Chicago informants 
who attended this Convention. When these photographs are 



indicated there were many persons in attendance at the 
Conventibn whom she could not identify by name. 

San Francisco will review its files and furnish 
Chicago wi$h appropriate photographs in an effort to 
establish an identification of DOUGLAS! LNU* 



made available, they will 
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SAC, HEW YORK (100-7451) 



12/23/59 



me, maws (100-4234) 



CP, USA 

HEW JERSEY DISTRICT 

is - c 



On 12/1/59, nk 1323-5*, who has f nraished 



reliable indorsation in the past, advised that FAS3RX& (T003EY) 
mentioned to LOTTIE GORDON tliat PAT (TOOHEY) bs very 
disappointed with PHXL's (S&RT) part la the affairs during tit a 
past weekend. W£. 1828-S* advised that LOTTIE G0R2SC*:? stated 
that as far as she is concerned, P3IL could have stayed hoae* 
m 132'3-S* advised that PAS (TOOHEY) plans to he in Haw York 
on Friday, 12/4/59, and will .stop off at I0TTIE GORDON'S 
after hi-: hac. fceee to Zsz York* 



'2 HviT/ York <2EG. MAIL) 
> (1105-50579) (PHIL BAST) 
4 Newark 

(1 100- ) (FAHNIE TOOHEY) 
(1 100-35106) (LOTTIE GOBDOF) 
(1 100-10491) (PA? T003EY) 



JJCsmai 
(0) 



1 

* 



t 



SAC, NEtJ YORK (100-805? ) 



12/28/59 



sa i-iarold p. iimni 

ECTGEHE DENNIS 
IS-C 

Identity of Informant NY l?49-3* 

( Conceal and paraphrase) 

Characterization Uho has furnished 



NY 1749-S* advised that on 12/2/59, (PHIL BART) 



contacted CESC3 (DENNIS, Sr.) to as!: GENE if PHIL'S friend 
was coming in this week. PHIL aaid, I expect to see him, 
but didn't know if it's this week or next. GSN3 stated 
ye3 (this week) . PHIL said he had made arrangements to 
see "him" whenever "he" comes in. 



Bate 



reliable information 
in the past 

12/2/59 




OFFICE MEMORAND U'M 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 

FROM 
SUBJECT 



SAC, LOS ANGELES (IOO-I763) DATE: 12/18/59 
SA THOMAS ¥. DENHAM 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT, 
COMMUNIST PARTY (SCDCP), USA 
IS-C ' ' 



SOURCE 



ACTIVITY" 



RECEIVED 



AGENT 



LOCATION 



17th National 12/17/59 Writer 
Convention, 
CP, USA, ; • 
held New York City, 
12/10-13/59 



wno nas 
furnished 
reliable 
infomtipn 
in the p$s't/ 
and whose 
identity- 
should he 
concealed. 

The below "quoted "^ebort was ' submit ted bv rtU ahrazs 
informant on thfi da-h^' iWR ^fcort ^^-^^f 



J to the 17th National 



convention, CP, USA, held, in .New York City, 12/10-13/59: 

"Dec. 16, 1959 

"The 17th National Convention of the Communist Party of the U.S. A 
convened at Theresa Hotel,' 7th .Ave; & 125 St. New York City, 
from December 10th through Dec. 13, 1959 . 

"The convention was Called to order on ' Thursday '■ Dec . 10, "at 1.1 :40 
A.M. the opening -song: Star Spangle Banner, opening remarks" by 
E. G. FLYNN, who introduced BEN' DAVIS. BEN DAVIS" made the welcome 
speach to the convention and" read a number of telegrams,- le'ters, 
etc. of greetings received: from E. DENIS, FOSTER aid Communis!; 
Parties in other countries. 
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100-4486 . 

100-28300 
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100-4963 
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(DOROTHY HEALEY ) (SI ) 
(JOE MARTINEZ) (SI) 
(CHARLENE MITCHELL) (Si) 
(BEN D0BBS)(SI) 
(PETTIS PERRY) (SI) 
(CP, USA-ORGANIZATION ) 



3 - Baltimore (REGISTERED) 
100-124,64 (CP, US A-ORGANIZ ATION.' ) 
100-12076 (GEORGE A.. MEYERS) 
100- (JAKE LNU) 
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100-18953 
61-667 ' 
100-20289 
100-2749 
100-3313 
100-12459 
100-12890. 



(REGISTERED) 
(CP, USA, ILL.. DIST.-ORG.. ) 
(CLAUDE .LIGHTPOOT) 
uLAMES—MESIEX 



UACK KLING) 
FLO' HALL) 
.EARL DURHAM) 
100-3 Ol08 (DANNY QUEEN) 
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100-17257 (CP, USArORGANIZATION) 
100-222 (ED CHAKA) 
100-421 (GUS HALL) 
100- (TOM DICKERSON) 
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100-2050 (CP., , USA-ORGANIZATION ) . 
100-13420 (carl WINTER) . 
100-8482 (,TOM DENNIS) . 
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100-11093 (CP, USA-ORGANIZATION) 
100-9529 (EMANUEL BLUM) 

2 - Milwaukee . (REGISTERED) 
100-42-1 ' (CP, USA-ORGANIZATION) 
100-4 (FRED BLAIR) • 
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5 - Minneapolis (REGISTERED) 
IOO-I878-P (CP, USA-ORGANIZATION) 

• 100-371 ' (SAM DAVIS) 

• 100^ . , (HANLEY, LNU) 
100-1902 (CLARENCE HATHAWAY) 
100-25623 (E. BERT) 

2 - Seattle (REGISTERED) 
100-127 (BERT NELSON) 
100- (CP, USA-ORGANIZATION) 
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100 
100 
100. 
100- 
100. 



2 - Newark (REGISTERED) 
10'0-428.4 (CP, US Ar- ORGANIZATION ) 
100-i949l (PATRICK -TOOBEY) 

e^liewTYorfe (REGISTERED) 
100^o*6o^SUb.B (CP, USA-ORG.) 

100-23825 (ben davis) 

(eugene dennis) 
-9365 (william l. foster) 
■1696 (elizabeth, g. flynn) 
■i6785 (james jackson) 
•105078 (hyman ,lumer) 
•48033 • (irving pqtasr) 
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.100-80532 (herbert aptheker) 
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100-13473 (sy gerson) 

' 100 r l8065 (JACK ' STACHEL ) 
100-7918 '. /PAUL NOVICK) 
100-64074 . (NAT ROSENBLUTH) 
100-26Q18' (LOUIS WEINSTOCK) 
100-103273 (ROSE WEINSTOCK) 
100- :.(MIKE, .LNU). 

100-129629. (B. AIBERTSON) 
100-13483 (BETTY GANNETT) 
100-9595- (WILLIAM WEINSTONE ) 

3 - Philadelphia (REGISTERED) 
100-31723 (CP, USA-ORGANIZATION) 
100-2459 (STERLING ROCHESTER) 
65-1686 . (TOM NABRIED) 

2 - Portland (REGISTERED) 
100-3952-Sub 14 (CP, USA-ORG. 
100- ' (NORMAN HA ALAND) 

2 - St. Louis (REGISTERED) 
100-7781 (CP, USA-ORG.) 
100- (C. MARTIN).' 

8 - San Francisco (REGISTERED) 
IOO-27747 (CP, USA-ORGANIZATION) 
61-398 (ARCHIE BROWN) 
(KITTY, LNU) 
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LA IOO-I763 

"The New York State Committee was host to the convention > and as 
Chairman of the committee BEN DAVIS made interesting remarks.' He 
stated that he had" ho 'keys to the city T ' as . he "had "ho city Council 
Representative ; however he hoped this convention would help give 
the keys of city" hack to the people of the city . " He characterized 
the meeting in Harlim as ah "unwillingly upgrading x>f "the - ¥arfcy 
hy being among the Negro -people and" their Puerto "Ricah,. Jewish & 
Italian neighbors. He' hoped the people in the comuhity would accept 
the Party and realize the mutual eheniy. 'This convention has new 
pledge, new fight 'for freedom of comrades & confidence in the Party, 
the people & the working class. 

"The greeting from E. DENIS called for solidarity; the one from 
FOSTER^ stated 'we must build' the Party as never before, strengthen 
our national & District leadership the convention must be one of 
unity. ' ; ' 

"JAMES JACKSON read many of the .greetings' from other Communist ' 
Parties. Some" of them were' from:' Ireland, India, Great Britain, 
Norway, Japan, Uraguay, Bulgarian, and Isarel. 

"The organization of the convention was presented by PHIL BARK. 
It was suggested that there be nine, 'sessions. The first six 
sessions to be I. .Organization; " 2 . Key .note speach' (Thurs. & ' 
Fridays, 3. committee meeting, 4. committee reports, 5. Negro work, 
6. i960 Elections. 

On Saturday:. Report on Party organization District Delegations 
meet to discuss nominations to national committee. Evening social. 
On Sunday^ Elections, youth, resolutions, etc. Special resolutions 
be discussed- in relationship to various other resolutions. 

"The sessions- w6uld be from 10 to' 1:30, 2:30-6i3'0, and 7:30^10:30 
p.m. It was, proposed that the presiding committee be composed of 
13 members.: E. DENIS, GITS HALL, HY LUMAR, ' E; G. FLYN , BEN DAVIS, 

lkJi 0KSm ' WES ^- from m -> ^ D CHQrcK - ohi °> ARCHIE &R0WN, 'jSf. .Calif. 
TOM DICKERSON-Ohio, DOROTHY HEALY-S. Calif., SAM DAVID, Minisota and 
BERT NELSON, Washington'. ' 

"After discussion it was. decided that one person from each delegation 
be added to the committee: The three secretaries elected "for the 
convention were: KITTY-from Frisco, FL0-I11. &" JUNE-New York. 
EARL DURMAN was Chairman for Thurs .' evening session." E. 6." FLYN & 
BEN DAVIS were appointed by the convention , to " headVup a committee 
to keep in touch With comrade FOSTER during convention. 

"The General Resolution Committee: JIM JACKSON ,- "Chairman, CARL 
WINTER - Sec.,. HY LUMAR. - Peace,, BEN DAVTS-196Q Elections; IRVING , 
POTASH - Trade union, CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT - Negro, Appeals - TOM N , 
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Women ,- MIMI P» .Youth - BILL ALBERSON; Defense •- E.' G. PLYN , 
Misc." - ARNOLD JOHNSQH, Latin American Party .Organization - MICKEY 
LEMON. ' ' . 1 . . 

"It was proposed that there be a committee on National groupe 
work. ' ' . — 

™f m ™ de ^ tials Coramittee: KLING- 'r Chicago, ERWIN - .N.Y., 
.ROCHESTER - E. Penn., HANLEY - Mifites^ta, MARTINEZ - S. Calif. 

* * ' 4 • ' " ' - - t - - ■ - 

* 1 

"There was a move to accept the committees. 

"'Rules: Time- limit for. speakers - seven minutes: "No. one speak for 
second time until all others wanting', to speak has spoken. 

"Procedure? Report - Key Note Speach GUS HALL. Break - Read 
greetings - JIM JACKSON Peace & DTdarmament . - HY LOMAR. 

"GUS HALL'S speach was quite dyamic aid Well received by the 
convention. He started off by saying" 'These are terbUleht times. ' 
He compared the seting of the l'6th convention With" the present 
seting of the 17th Vn . He said, the' l6:th convention Was" in the 
midst of confussioh & disoreintation, world, tension' oh upgrade "& 
Party in depth of crisis. ~ ~TEe 17th, he stated Willie victorious 
m the. advance of progress -World peace, ; forces powerful, hew era 
. of mankind, moral & fighting spirit oh Upgrade: He went on to "'point 
out 'what is new today ahd' hoW,' the Party must organize, guide and 
lead struggles by working with those of the masses; ' 

"The Peace & Didarmamet report by HY LUMER was' adopted. There was 
a discussion period and", then committee meetings set up. ' All other 
resolutions that were brought to the floor were addpted after 
discussion on them. They 'were: 'Resolutions 'on:. The. Negro- Question, 
Cuba Farm, Woiiieni Youth, ' i960 ' Ele c tidh's , Party organization , ' ■ Pue rto 
Rican work', The Worker,' and the proposed changes . "to the Party " 
Constitution.; (there was , a slight change In SbM of ah amendment 
to be added to the"" Constitution). " It was moved that the resolution 
oh Jewish work be circulated for study. 

"Leadership Proposals: ■ presented by GUS: HALL who stated 
that the Paifty is not" 'in! pqsition; to' make'decissiohs , on .all • problems 
but has come a long" way In' reunifl cation of "the~Party,- " there - are 
many, Ieft"pvers of post period - such as lack of full* confidence 
In leadership. " ' 1 

. Upon interview informant advised that in this- respect 
HALL was referring to the -National 1 Committee, CP, USA> as the 
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"leadership" of the. Party. Her following comments concern themselves 
with his remarks on the. size of this conimit.tee : ' • 

"Sifce. - 50, 35 from State organizations, 15 enlarged catigory. 

"It was pointed out that committee members should be elected on 
the basesiof political methods & that" in order to have a hecessarv 

.composition of Negro, youth, industry, women ■ and Latin, American, 
the enlarged catigory should be increased- to 25 instead of 15, 

making the total number on the committee 60. 

"It' was .moved' that the incoming- national, committee will make 
provisions for a better way of electing national committee members. 

"The Appeals Report: cotoittee urged that the Party not go on 

2L " n J e ' pa ? ?' debating 1 questions, taking advantage -of present 
situation, allowing deteriation. The Party must "understand what 
^tZl^ri^i* f 6 ?' *?$L N °. e ^remes - Right 6,r Left. All'muSt 
^?* S ?} e « fo S i? eo i ogy • unit y In' the Party. The committee recomended 
rejection of the New Jersey appeals. .. [' - ucu 

"HARRY HAYWARD.. consider .him ouf and' reject his' appeal.: He' must 

will SL m ??f ^^i'. ms vote was ^a^ied by a small margin. 
There were 14 obstentions. • 

"CHARLIE LUMAR appeal .- refer back to State Grimmittee. 



- new appeals committee talk with- him. b6 
"Members Elected to the National Committee: b7D 
" Total Votes Cast 133 ■ 

At Large - 25 "" , ! ; ■■ ; 

"1. CITS HALL .perm. - 131 votes 

• 2. DANNY (youth) ~ 126 " 

3. COLONE ~ 122.1" 

4. J . JACKSON - 121 " 

5. E.G; PLYN 120 " 

6. G. MYERS' - - - li'8.4" 

•7. h-. apthaker - ii7.8" 
8. b. Patterson - 116.7" 
,9. c. hathaway - 111,4". 

,10. DANNY (Youth) ■ - ll0.7" 

11. E. POTASH - 109.8" 

12. H. LUMAR 109 " 

13. P. PERRY » 107.7 

14. B. DAVIS .« , t 1.67 .4^ 

15. H. JOHNSON - 106.4 
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16. G. DENIS 

17. G". LIGHTFOOT - 

18. JIM. ALLEN ' • 
19.. E, BERT 

20. ALLISON 

21. AL RICHMOND 

22. PHIL BURT 
23 * SY GERSON 

24. MILLE EDELMAN 
25 ♦• J. STATCHEL 



104,7 

103. 
98.1 
93.7 
'91.7 

6^4 
77 • 
63.5 
■84.5 



"States , - 35 
"Minisota ' 1 



1. SAM DAVIS 

1 

Mi soroui 

1. C, MARTIN 

Oregon 

1. N. HOLLAND 
Washington 



South 



1 
1 




New York 

1. PAUL 

2. NAT 
3^ WINESTOCK 
4. MIKE - 109.3)8 
5« B. ALBERTSON 
"6. BETTH" GANNET 
7. MIMI F. 
8i FARM AN 
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N. Calif. - 
1. 1 "> 114 

2. MIKE ---114 )3 

3. ' JUANITA -.• 117, 

S. Calif. 

1.. CHARLENE - 1Q9.1,] 
2. BEN DOBBS j'3 ' 

3'. DOROTHY HEALY 
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Tl 



111. 



1. 

2. 



•4 



• "Michigan 
I. CARL 'VOTER) 
2: TOM DENIS ) 

"Ohio 
1. KIACHMARICKj, 



"New Eng.- l".,. 

' "New Jersey 

1.' PAT TOOBEY- 1 



."Wlisc. 
1. FRED • - 1 

"Indiana 
1. MANNY BLOOM - 1 

"WM„ Z. FOSTER elected uamously by acclamation (as Chairman EMERITUS " 



(l) "Number present - 1,87 • 

"*131" regular 'delegates 
25 alternates' 

15 Fraternal' delegates 

16 visitors 

(2) *2 addiohal 
2 alternates 
5 Fraternal' 
32 visitors 



"Maryland 
1. JAKE 
2. 




"Credential Report' 
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"Total Voting Delegates — 133 



112 male" 
3? female 



Under 25 
25H35 
35-4.0 

40-50 
50-60 
over ' 60 



Age 



. 1 
29 
22 
48 
44 
, 8 



"2^/3 over 50 'years, old. 

"Length" of ' time ''in Party 
"Under 10 - year s ' ' 

l0«15 yrs. — 
15-20 " ' — 
20-30 
over 30 

"Charter Members 

"Occupations 



II 
24 
64 
68 
12 



Industrial workers 
White Collar 
Housewives'. 
Farm housewi ve s 
Professionals' ' 
Self Employed 
Farm 

Students - 
Trade unions 



'mm -mm 'mm 'mm W W 



«-3 — i— mm'mm - 



Delegate 

Alternate 

43 
4o 

9 

I 

2 
49 



"28 full time Party workers. 

"The Convention, was well attended, at each session. There seemed 
to he deep Interest oh the part of" those present. There was an 
aparent meeting ,of minds. There were healthy, dlscussiohs, most 
disagreements were on proceedure. "•"Where there was, Important *' 
differences - two people were allowed" to speak" for" and' two against* 
then put for a vote'by the convention: " After .*" the vo'-^e, fthere seemed 
to he an overwhelming desire' to he governed by the decision of the 
convention. 

■ . , , , » 

"The main objective of the convention seemed to he "to rebuild & 
unite the Party & the leadership was gieatly" Influhced by "the ' 
membership. There was ah attempt "to cover too mucTTIn too ''short 
a time so many who wanted to speak did not get a chance.. An 
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element of factionalism seemed to crop' up occasionaly but convention 
ruled 'that ho such" element 'would be tolerated: It is felt that the 
Party 'now has' one policy, one line & one direction,; that it " has 
gesieraly' a direct position on "theory' but doors not" closed' for study. 
The main struggle" is" for ' peace 1 & the struggle is on hew level; 
The cold war is not oyer but possibilities are. greater. 

"The main Draft ' Resolution as" amended' was adopted". The only issue 
that seemed to "cause dl satisfaction was : the number of delegates, 
members of. committee ' from ^ each" state''" and' the'method' of "electing ' 
them." ,'The hew national committee has task of trying to. work out 
tils problem. , ' " ■ 

"The National' Committee." "indicated "those persons -that' it prefered 
be elected to ' "the i new' 'National committee but all others' that were 
nominated by individuals or State caucuses Were included :pn~ the 
ballot and delegates voted for their choice. Those on the prefered 
list were: — 

"1. E.' DENIS 

• 2. G. HALL 

3. J. JACKSON 

4. H. LUMAR 

5. B -. DAVIS ' 

6. E. FLYN 

7. J. STACTHEL 

8. E. POTASH 

9. P. BURT 
10/ C. HATHAWAY 

11. H." APTHEKER . . 

12. J„ ALLEN 

13. COLONE 

14. AL RICHMAN 

15. ' ALISON 

16. ' P. PERR5T 
■17- JOHNSON 

18. G. LIGHTPOOT 

19. DANNY - youth 

20. DANNY - youth 
21 .• W. WINESTONE 

22. MILES 

23. E„ BERK 

24. WILLIAM BATTERSON 

'25. -SY 1 "" f ' b6 

26. I I b7C 

"'■ ' b7D ' ■ " ■ ' 

ACTION : Informant was thoroughly interviewed 'concerning the above 
and 'could"'add "nothing further. All necessary action in 
connection with this memo has been taken by the writer. 



OFFICE MEMORANDUM . 

TO l DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3) 

FROM ; SAC, CHICAGO (100-33741) 

SUBJECT; COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
ORGANIZATION 

17TH NATIONAL CONVENTION 
IS - C 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
DATE: 



On December 14, 1959, [ 



] who has furnished reliable 



information in the past, orally furnished SA BRYCE S. PLESNER informatioi 
concerning the 17th National Convention, Communist Party (CP) , USA 
held in New York City, December 10-13, 1959. 

b7D 

This information was placed in a written report and subse- 
quently read and signed by the informant as being correct. The signed 
report can be JLocated in A)| 



Resolutions discussed and adopted at the Convention as well 
as the keynote speech by GUS HALL and the changes in the Constitution of 
the CP were not set out in this report. The informant obtained copies 
of all these items and photostats of them can be located in Chicago file 
100-18953-1B-3 (391). 

This informant could not say exactly which day or days the 
individuals he mentioned attended the Convention except that delegates ■ 
and alternate delegates from Illinois were there throughout the 
Convention. The informant did not arrive at the Convention until Just 
before the closing of the afternoon session on December 10, 1959, and 
departed immediately after the voting for the National Committee on 
December 13, 1959, 

Copies of this report designated to the people at the 17th 
National Convention of the CP, USA, who were from the South, are being 
sent to the New York Off iee so they can be forwarded to the state 
covering the area where these individuals reside. 

No copy is being designated to c, MARTIN from Missouri as 
CG 582|4~s# has advised this is actually MORRIS CHILDS, 

2 Bureau <RM) qA^I & ^ 

3 » Baltimore (RM) / 

I - 100-13464 (CP, USA - Organization) 
1 - 100-12076 (GEORGE MEYERS) 
1 m 100- (JAKE GREEN) 
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CG 100-33741 

2 - Boston (RM) 

1 - 100-20779 (CP, USA - Organization) 
1 - 100-775 (HOMER CHASE) 

2 - Buffalo (RM) 

1 - 100- (CP, USA - Organization) 

1 - 100- (MORT SCHEER) 
4 - Cleveland (RM) 

1 - 100-17257 (CP, USA - Organization) 

1 - 100-222 (ED CHAKA) 

1 - 100-421 (GUS HALL) 

1 - 65-721 (ANTON KRCHMAREK) 

7 - Detroit (RM) 

1 - 100-2050 (CP, USA - Organization) 

1 - 100-8482 (TOM DENNIS) 

1 - 100-13420 (CARL WINTER) 

1 - 100-13740 (HELEN WINTER) 

1 - 100-3016 (COLEMAN YOUNG) 

1 - 100- (ART MC PHAUL 

1 - 100- (BILL ALLEN) 

3 - Indianapolis (RM) 

1 - 100-11093 (CP, USA - Organization) 

1 - 100-9529 (MANNY BLUM) 

1 - 100- (VAUD BENNETT) 

8 - Los Angeles (RM) 

1 - 100-20644 (CP, USA - Organization) 
1 - 100-4663 (BEN DOBBS) 
1 - 100-4486 (DOROTHY HEALLY) 
1 - 100-24766 (JOHN HELLMAN) 
1 - 100-52571 (CHARLENE MITCHELL) 
1 - 100- (BILL TAYLOR) 

1 - 100- (ANITA ROSTODKA) 

1 - 100- (PETTIS PERRY) 

2 - Milwaukee (RM) 

1 - 100-421 (CP, USA - Organization) 
1 - 100- (FRED BLAIR) 

4 - Minneapolis (RM) 

1 - 100-1878-P) (CP, USA - Organization) 

1 - 100-371 (SAM DAVIS) 

1 - 100-1902 (CLARENCE HATHOWAY) 

1 - 100- (LEO GICVANNINI) 
2 - Newark (RM) 

1 - 100-4284 (CP, USA - Organization) 

1 - 100-19491 (PAT TOOHEY) 
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44- - New York (RM) 

1 - 100-80641-sub 4 (CP, USA - Organization, 17th Nat'l Convention) 

1 - 100-81752 (CP, USA - Brief) _^~~~-™ . 

1 - 100-129629 (WILLIAM ALBE&PSd*0 

1 - 100-32826 (JAMES ALLEIJK^ 

1 - 100-80532 (HERBERT M*THEKER) 

CP- 100-56579 (PHIL 

1 - 100-25623 (ERIC BERT) 

1 - 100-559 (JESUS COLON) 

1 - 100-23825 (BENJAMIN DAVIS, Jr.) 

1 - 100-1696 (ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN) 

1 - 100-93665 (MIMI FR IEDL ANDER) 

1 - 100-13483 (BETTY GANNETT) 

1 - 100-13473 (SIMON GERSON) 

1 - 100-.228 (JUNE GORDON) 

1 - 100-84994 (GUS HALL) 

1 - 100-16785 (JAMES JACKSON) 

1 - 100-16021 (ARNOLD JOHNSON) 

1 - 100-105078 (HY LUMER) 

1 - 100-79025 (MILDRED MC ADORY) 

1 - 100-13203 (GEORGE MORRIS) 

1 - 100-13444 (JOE NORTH) 

1 - 100-84275 (WILLIAM L, PATTERSON) 

1 - 100-48033 (IRVING POTASH) 

1 - 100-95550 (PAUL ROBESON, Jr.) 

1 - 100-64074 (NAT ROSENBLUTH) 

1 - 100-18065 (JACK STACHEL) 

1 - 100-50094 (ESTHER UNGER) 

1 - 100-26018 (LOUIS WE IN STOCK) 

1 - 100-9595 (WILLIAM WEINSTONE) 

1 - 100-54555 (EVELYN WIENER) 

1 - 100- (ARTHUR EDELMAN) 

1 - 100- (CONNIE WEISS) 

1 - 100- (EUGENE DENNIS) 

1 - 100- (WILLIAM Z. FOSTER) 

1 - 100- (MIKE CRENOVICH) 

1 - 100- (MILT ROSEN) 

1 - 100- (JAMES TORMEY) 

1 - 100- (LOUISE SANCHEZ) 

1 - 100- (ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG) 

1 _ loo- (BILL. Negro male from South) 

b6 
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1 - 100- 
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2 
2 
1% 



2 
6 



41 



Philadelphia (RM) 

1 - 100-31723 (CP, USA - Organization) 
1 - 65-1686 (TOM NABRIED) 
1 - 100- (DANIEL RUBIN) 

1 - 100- (MARK SOLOMON) 

1 - 100- (SARGE (LNU) ) 

Portland (RM) 

1 - 100-3952-sub 14 (CP, USA - Organization) 
1 - 100- (NORMAN HAALAND) 

St 0 Louis (RM) 

1 - 100-7781 (CP, USA - Organization) 
(HERSCHEL WALKER) 
(RM) 

ffiP.nsA - organization) 

(ARCHlfi BROWN) " 
(JOE PIGUEIREDO) 
(HjSE KUTNIEK) 
(KEDDY JOHNSON) 
(MICKEY LIMA) 



1 - 100-6970 
San Francisco 



100-27747 
100-27988 
61-398 
100- 
100- 
100- 
65-1242 
100- 
61-415 
100- 
100- 
San Juan (RM) 
1 - 100- 
1 - 100- 
Seattle (RM) 



(AL RICHMOND) 
(SAUL WACHTER) 
(JUANITA WHEELER) 

(JUAN SANTOS RIVERA) 
(CP, USA - Organization) 

(CP. USA - Organ ization) 
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(BURT NELSON) 
(HELEN NELSON> 



] 



1 - 100- 
1 - 100- 
1 - 100-127 
1 - 100-5273 
1 - 100-14241 [ 
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Chicago, Illinois 
December 14, 1959 



The 17th National Convention of the Communist Party (CP) , 
USA was held at the Theresa Hotel, 125th and 7th Avenue, New York 
City, New York, from the period December 10, through December 13, 
1959. 

There were around 200 people in attendance at each day 
of this Convention. On the first day many of the delegates 
were late in arriving at the Convention. The following is a list 
of individuals who were in attendance at the Convention and many 
of these people are not known personally but were placed in 
attendance due to the fact that their name was mentioned during 
the course of the Convention or they were called on by name to 
speak at' some time during the Convention: 



BILL ALBERTSON 
GUS -HALL 
JIM ALLEN 
HERB APTHECKER 
LUCIOUS ARMSTRONG 
PHIL BART 
VAUD BENN ETT 



[ 



ERIC BERT 
FRED BLAIR 
MANNY BLUM 
ARCH IK BROWN 



BETTY GANNETT 
SI GERSON 
LEO GIOVANNINI 
MOLL IE GOLD 
JUNE GORDON 
FLO HALL 

CLARENCE HATHOWAY 
(First Name Unknown) HARRIS 1 " 
DOROTHY HEALLY 
NORM HALLAND 
JOHN HELLMAN 
LOLA BELLE HO LMES 



ED CHAKA 
HOMER CHASE 
MORRIS CHILDS 
JESUS COLON 
MIKE CRENOVICH 

DOT DAVIES 
BEN DAVIS, Jr. 
LESTER DAVIS 
SAM DAVIS 
TOM DENNIS 
BEN DOBBS 

I I 

EARL DURHAM 

FRITZ IE ENGLESTEIN 
ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 
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JIM JACKSON 
ARNOLD JOHNSON 
JACK KLING 
ANTON KRCHMAREK 
SAM KUSHNER 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT 
MICKEY LIMA 
HY LUMER 
GEORGE MEYERS 
MILLIE MC ADORY 
ART MC PHAUL 
CHARLENE MITCHELL 
GEORGE MORRIS 
TOM NABRIED 
BURT NELSON 
HELEN NELSON 
JOE NORTH 
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WILLIAM h t PATTERSON 
PETTIS PERRY 
IRVING POTASH 
DANNY QUEEN 

JUAN SANTOS RIVERA (last 

only for visit) 
AL RICHMOND 
MILT ROSEN 
NAT ROSENBLUTH 
DANNY RUBItf 
LOUISE SANCHEZ 
MORT SCHEER 
NATE SHARPE 
JACK STACHEL 
MARK SOT.nMfW 
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MXLFORD SUTHERLAND 
BILL TAYLOR 
PAT TOOHEY 
JIM TORMEY 
RALPH TURNER 
ESTHER UNGER 
LOUIS WEINSTOCK 
WILLIAM WEINSTONE 
JIM WTCCT 
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JUAN IT A WHEELER 
HERSCHEL WALKER 
EVELYN WIENER 
CARL WINTER 
MIMI FRIEDLANER 
JOHN MAZEIKA 



HELEN ALLISON WINTER 
COLEMAN YOUNG 

AL (Last Name Unknown) (From 
New York) 

day ANITA (Last Name Unknown) (From 
Southern California) 
ARTIE (Last Name Unknown) (White 

male from New York) 
BILL (Last Name Unknown) (Negro 

male from the South) 
CONNIE (Last Name Unknown) (White 
female, 30s, 5 '6", 115-120, fair 
complexion, light brown hair, 
from Brooklyn) 
JAKE (Last Name Unknown) (From 

Maryland) 
JOE F„ (From Northern California) 
KEPOif (Last Name Unknown) (From 

Northern California) 
LEE (Last Name Unknown) (From 

Northern California) 
PAUL (Last Name Unknown) (From 

New York) 
SARGE (Last Name Unknown) (Negro 
male, dark complexion, balding. 
50s, 5'8», 180-190 lbs., stocky 
build, possibly from Pennsylvanii 
SAUL (Last Name Unknown) (Negro 
male, 6« « 6<2», 210 lbs., dark 
complexion, ✓receding hair line, 
40s, from California) . 
RALPH Mm UhiKiMouJHj 



The afternoon session of the first day of the Convent inn 
was chaired by EARL DURHAM. convention 

i-ittxt t»o r ^ G ?? B fV L gave the keynote address after which MORRIS 
CHILDS had the floor and stated that he felt that HALL had given 

?L e S Cf ^ len J a ? dress whi «* specifically outlined the course which 

In h?rS- S -° Uld t 01 }™ in the * uture - He sta *ed that tS Party, 
in axs opinion, should continue their campaign for world peace 
He indicated that the Party should exploit to the fu llest extent 
comments which are made by different people, such as I I 
relative to policies both foreign and those concerni ng economic 
conditions of the United States. The current policiel of the 
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UpS d S.Ro and other socialist countries relative to peace make 
it difficult for the United States and other capitalist countries 
to ignore the necessity for carrying on all-out peace campaigns. 
In Illinois the CP has the task of carrying on a campaign against 
Senator DOUGLAS and other anti-peace forces ♦ DOUGLAS is one of the 
biggest warmongers in the State of Illinois and carries on a cold 
war policy • In the past DOUGLAS* role has been mostly pro-labor 
relative to different legislation, but his thinking relative to 
war type economy cannot be overlooked regardless of his position 
with labor. 



There were a couple of other speakers who spoke concerning 
HALL's address and their comments paralleled those made by CHILDS 
in that they were in favor of the presentation and felt that the 
CP should make an all«out campaign for world peace. This ended 
the afternoon session. 

Meeting of the Trade Union Committee 
Under the Chairmanship of IRVING POTASH 

This meeting took place during the evening of December 10, 
1959, There were 14 members who served on the Trade Union Committee 
and among those weres 

FLO HALL BILL TAYLOR 

NATE SHARPE ED CHAKA 

HOMER CHASE GEORGE MORRIS 

LOU WEINSTOCK ANTON KRCHMAREK 

POTASH read the draft resolution on trade union problems. 
There was very little disagreement with the resolution with only 
a couple of minor changes, one being the deletion of the first 
sentence. There were other amendments which are to be added 
and the resolution will be re-drafted and will be printed in 
f 'Political Affairs' 1 in its final form* When re-drafted, the 
resolution will include some of the legislation which is being 
passed against labor, such as the mild anti-strike bill being 
prepared by Senator KENNEDY and the bill to outlaw the union 
shop, which is being worked on by the National Association of 
Manufacturers* There was much discussion on the Landrum«Grif f in 
law and the consensus of opinion was that KENNEDY was actually 
to blame for this bill* Actually, all Senators were responsible 
to some extent for the passage of the bill with the exception of 
WAYNE MORSE from Oregon 0 It was indicated that the Landrum- 
Grif fin Bill would be tested at some later date and possibly by 
the Longshoremen Union 0 The committee working on this resolution 
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felt that the draft resolution should be strengthened relative to 
action Party members within the trade union movement should take 
to counteract the bill. This action will be worked out by some 
type of national trade union committee which will be set up in 
the future by the National Committee. 

One of the members of the committee stated that they 
could not agree with the recent proposal by GEORGE MEANY that 
labor leaders should meet with the government and management on 
the question of strikes, referring primarily to the steel situation. 

KRCHMAREK gave a report on the steel situation, stating 
that it would be bad policy for the union members to vote tp 
agrtee to accept latest proposals by steel companies as it would 
take away the effective powers of the union. 

Another member of the committee pointed out there was 
a definite need for a counter-offensive and that labor should, at 
the next session of the legislature, get pro-labor people to lobby 
and oppose any anti-labor bills and make certain that none of these 
bills, which are actually directed against labor, are passed and 
made into legislation. 

Another one of the members of the committee stated that 
there should be definite efforts jnade to organize the unorganized 
in the trade union movement and there should be a definite move to 
get union people into the South in order that they can organize 
the workers in these areas. As a result of many companies moving 
their businesses to the South, it is necessary for labor to make 
certain that at the time these businesses are re-located, they send 
organizers into the area in order to immediately start organizing 
the workers in the area. The ultimate result of this type of 
action will be to discourage companies from moving from state to 
state to avoid the pressures of organized labor. 

This meeting was adjourned. 

On December 11, 1959, the Convention was called to order 
and PAT TOOHEY was elected chairman of the morning session. There 
were some greetings read at the opening of the Convention and the 
one of most importance was probably the one from the CP Soviet 
Union which congratulated the work of the CP, USA in its struggle 
for peace and its constant fight for the rights of all people. 
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Comments by ARCHIE BROWN 

He spoke concerning the keynote speech given the prior 
day and stated that the CP should constantly campaign for world 
peace e He stressed the fact that a pe&ce time economy is vitally 
important to the United States in that it provides funds which 
are presently spent on bombs to be used for an, expanding social 
welfare program. This would provide people with more schools,, 
roads and housing facilities, which would in turn create more 
job opportunities « 

Presenta tion of Labor Resolution 

POTASH presented the resolution, at which time he read 

a lot of the various sections of the draft resolutions • He 

indicated that the resolution had been re-drafted and included 

most of the amendments which had previously been submitted by the 

various Districts* He indicated that possibly the resolution 

should be strengthened at a later date relative to the Landrum-. 

Griffin Bill and that the National Committee should at a future 

date, when they set up a National Trade Union Committee, authorize 

this committee to make the recommended changes to strengthen the 

resolution relative to the problems which the Landrum-Griff in Bill 

causes the Party people working within the trade union movement, 
i 

Comments by LOUIS WEINSTOCK 

He stated that in his opinion the draft resolution on 
trade union work was the best draft ever presented a Convention 
by the National Headquarters * He stated that he did believe 
that this resolution was inadequate in that it does not deal 
specifically with the problems confronting the workers as it should, 
particularly the political aspects of certain problems 0 In his 
opinion the Party people in trade unions should be a little more 
open in backing various candidates .and working with their political 
action groups to have the usaion back these candidates 9 . He indicated 
that in his union he is known as a Communist and accepted as such* 
In his .opinion Party people in the trade union movement should 
take a stand on certain issues and not worry about being associated 
with the Party 0 Party people in the trade union movement should 
use their influence in the various union political action groups 
td bring pressure on the EISENHOWER government to tw?®e the govern- 
ment to fight for the liquidation of the Taft-Hartley law, the 
Landrum-Griff in law and other anti-labor and anti-people 
legislation. 



- 5 - 



End of morning session. 

The afternoon session was ©ailed to order and EVELYN 
WIENER was elected chairman. 

It was decided by the Convention that a committee would 
be made up to visit one JUAN SANTOS RIVERA, President of the 
Puerto Rican" CP* who was in the hospital as a result of an 
automobile accident; and keep him apprised of the happenings at 
the Convention* 

Comments by ANTON KRCHMAREK From Ohio 

KRCHMAREK stated that he wanted to speak relative to 
the conditions in the steel industry 0 He pointed, out that in the 
early part of January, 1960 there would be an election of that 
union as to whether it would be agreeable to accept the last 
offer made the steel union by the various steel companies. At the 
present time the steel companies are carrying on a terrific 
campaign to convince the steel workers that they should vote in 
favor of accepting the latest offer and the companies' position* 
The CP forces in the steel industry should use their influence 
wherever possible to urge the union to work out a counter-offensive 
against accepting this company offer 0 One way of combating this 
would be to issue leaflets of some nature to the workers in which 
it would be explained exactly what the union members would give 
up in the event they were to vote for the companies' position in 
this matter* To accept this latest offer would be the same as 
voting the workers out of the union as the union would be helpless 
thereafter in maintaining job classifications for the workers. 
KRCHMAREK pleaded that the Convention instruct the incoming 
National Committee to carry out this type of campaign regarding 
the steel situation. 

Comments by NATE SHARPE Erom Chicago 

SHARPE stated that in his opinion the trade union reso- 
lution was a fair resolution but still needs much improvement. 
He stated that he does not feel the resolution is specific enough 
in its manner of taking up the main problems of the people working 
in the shops in trade unions. On this matter he discussed the 
following problems which are of primary importance to the workers s 
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1) Economic conditions that exist* 

2) Working conditions union people are faced with* 

3) Question of peace* 

SHARPE stated that shop workers raise the question of 
economic conditions in many ways but today the question of 
automation and what it is doing to the jobs in the shops is of 
primary importance* Union members see this becoming a bigger 
problem every day* There is a constant change within the plant 
whereby machines are being installed in place of man power* The 
workers want to know what they can possibly do to eliminate this 
problem, or what can be done to secure additional jobs for these 
workers who are being replaced* 

In the shops a solution to this problem, which is more 
favorable to most of the workers , is shortening the work week* 
It is really felt that this would make for additional jobs, 
however , it would not solve the problem entirely* 

Another solution is the possibility of expanding trade 
with foreign countries* An example of the need for this is the 
fact that very recently the United States government cancelled a 
15 million dollar order of stainless steel which was received from 
the Soviet Union. The workers in the shops realized that this 
type of trade would make for! more and better jobs if the government 
would expand trade and fill such orders coming in from all 
countries* 

Working conditions within the shop causes great concern 
to the working people as many shop conditions are unbearable due 
to speed-ups* In the trade union movement the CP must become a 
great leader in helping people to solve problems which jeopardize 
their jobs* 

The resolution calls for the Party people in industry 
to work with various political action groups within the union* 
It goes without saying tk&t if a Party member cannot solve the 
everyday problems of the worker or at least contribute something 
to alleviate this situation, he cannot very well expect to sway 
a worker or a group of workers from a political standpoint* Until 
the Party is able to solve the everyday problems of the working 
people, they will not be able to get the full cooperation of the 
masses in the trade unions* 

People in the shops discuss peace and the effect it has 
on United States economy* The workers do not want war and are 



willing to fight for peace but this problem is second only to the 
day~to~day problems facing the workers in their shops* 

Tl^e draft resolution fails to point out to the worker 
how he can carry out a policy for solving these problems for the 
union members* 

There is a need in the resolution to point out the 
various bills which are being drawn up and are directed against 
labor, KENNEDY is in the process of drafting a bill to introduce at 
the next session of the legislature « a mild anti-strike bill 
which, if passed, will prohibit workers from using their economic 
power of striking for improved conditions in the shops* The bill, 
which is being dratfn up by the National Association of Machinists, 
is primarily to outlaw the union shop, and this, if passed, would 
take away union power to organize the workers and bargain with 
management which would literally ruin any union in existence. 

The CP members working in trade unions must work out a 
solution to the problems facing the workers if the Party is to 
build its ranks from the ranks off the trade union movement e 

Comments by CARL WINTER 
From Michigan 



He stated that he hoped some of the points covered 
durijpg the discussions will be included when the resolution is re- 
drafted. The question of full economy during the time of peace 
is the point that he wants to discuss. There is no need .for large 
layoffs during a period of disarmament in the United States, 
However, there is mo guaranty that this will not be done iff this 
country were to continue disarming over a long period of time. 
Once this procedure starts, businesses become skeptical of the 
future and the compasiies.inMediately cut production, which directly 
effects layoffs. What the country should concentrate on in 
conjunction wiih product ion of consumer goods is the fact that 
during the time of = disarmament the country shoul d be planning the 
building 1 ^ more schools and there should be an increase of one~third 
in* building hospitals and an increase off 30% to 40% in the building 
of new homes. 

The question of trade with other countries should be 
emphasized. The United States could send thousands of pieces 
of farm equipment to China which would promote jobs in this 
country. 



8 



f» m 

» t 



It is necessary for the 'CP to. carry ©a a campaign 
regarding political action work. ''Leading politicians to date 
h'ftVe voted for anti~lafe©r legislation and latoor should promote 
its ©win candidates and elect- the candidate^ who will fight for 
pro-latoor legislation. Latoor should also campaign for Negroes 

-t© to© elected to top political positions and also to top 

.positions in. union leadership . groups. 

It was voted that this resolution with the discussions 
and amendments fee. adopted. . ...... 

Resolution on the Negro <§Juesti©n 
, Presented toy CLAUDE,. LI0%Tj!Q@T 

'" Some* of the members ■©*■ the committee working on the 
resolution were* 

CLAUDE L1GHTFQOT ' HILFORD SUTHEBLAND- 
LUCIOUS- ARMSTRONG CKARLENE MITCHELL. 
LOLA, BELLE' HOLMES 

LIGHTBOOT stated that all those present at. the 
Convention have a copy off the resolution and. he does not feel 
that it is necessary to read the entire contents of. the resolution 
He stated that the committee had discussed the resolution , pro 
and con, "for a considerable length of time, toot cannot '.come to 
' an agreement on the. .contents. LIGHTFOOT stated he would only ■ 
discuss the controversial issu^g whi eh ftifcye. discussed' toy 'the- • 
©©mmittee working on' the resolution. The point, in the - resolution 
which brought the most discussion was whether or not the section 
dealing with self-determination of the Negro in.' the Black. Belt- 
should have been eliminated from the resolution. . , LIGHTIOOT- 
stated that one section of the resolution states , ."The fact .that 
the Negr©\ Question is not one of an oppressed nation fighting-, ■■ 
for national=statd sovereignty' does not ..diminish the revolution- 
ary import of the Negro people's struggle -in the- United -States..-, 
It is a special feature of the American road ,t© socialism that 
the requisite preparation off the forces' for effecting fundamental 
social changes in the system requires the completion' ©f ■ the' ■ 
toourfeois^democratic norms of. political p..' economic, and social 
development " for' the Southland the Negr© people' as a whole. In 
this respect "the "Negro Question, differs from that of other 
minority groups." - 

Negroes are a part of the United States and, therefore, 
we must look at the situation in this light. The Negro must 
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become integrated into „ the life of this country, which must 
incline social' developments for the Negro 1 in, .the South. LIGHTSOOT. 
stated it is necessary to convince the m^mbe^ship of th$ CP to 
deal with the question of the Negro, in this light... - - 

. Another issue in the resolution which caused some 
controversy was the one that stated something to the effect that 
each advance- of the Negro movement weakens the. power of reaction 
in American life. A number of people .on. the committee .working 
with the resolution disagreed with this, section tout,. in 
LI@HT$©0T 9 s opinion this. is a point which .should .he. included 
,as each advance of the Negro people. in .the American society 
is a step towards freedom .'.and, Should., toe .considered --a victory 
towards destroying the powers of reaictiojcu . . ...... 

y ■ ...... 

LIGHTFOOT indicated that the,, Convention .should Jb© 
discussing^ instead df <?©ntrovfrsial. issues , -the advances toeing . 
made' toy the Negro people at the present time and different ways 
■to improve- 't;i?eae r si€lv$,nces with greater speeds , The Party should 
continue to campaign 'for more /Negro representation in .the 
Hotases ,of Congress .and make /every, effort' to*.get-<a Negro elected 
to the Senate from on© off the Southern states. 

LIGHTJPO0T stated that in Chicago there is a desire 
tj& see that a Negro toe appointed to the Siipreme jCburt. ,The CP, 
should outline, yays 4 . in which it can assist in fighting. £o« .the' 
f rightsi of ','the'^eppXe in the t South a^&d wisji for them the right - %o 
vote, *Ehis woiildibe onetOf the greatest .advances made by- the 

Negro people ^ince the Emancipation Proclamation.. 

i * ■ ■ 1 i 

\ The CIp should discuss the housing problems in-larger., 
Northern cities , .where there ar^ areas *©£, Negro ghettos.. . **The, 
Party shpuld do all possible 1 to continue to I win p Negro ^integration 
in the United States J In Illinois otie comrade assisted in* this 
campaign toy assisting Negroes to move into ill $hite 1 neighborhoods 
Thi£ was accomplished toy the comrade working wi^h the white s 
people* in that particular nei^tocsteod ml actually convincing them 
that integration, was the only way 'of solving -the social problems 
which presently exist. In this manner when the ..first * Negroes 
moved int<$ the area,' they would not be met with hostility,.. 

'It is necessary for .'tooth .Negroes and- whites to join as 
many mass organisations as possible, to carry on activities for 
progressive legislation and for equal opportunities everywhere. 
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Comments by CHARLENE MITCHELL 

She stated she completely disagreed with the proposal 
to eliminate the statement concerning self-determination of the 
Negro in the Black Belt from the resolution* She still believes 
the Negro constitutes a nation in this country and all of the 
different phrases and definitions made by the committee have 
failed to convince her otherwise* She feels more than anything 
that this is the main point of the resolution and should be 
included in same. 

She agrees with the remainder of the resolution on all 
of the.other points raised. She felt that the resolution could be 
strengthened by including a definite program for wopieh to partici- 
pate in the Negro movement. 
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Comments by DENNIS 
from Michigan 

He stated he disagreed with removing the section dealing 
with self-determination from lie resolution. However , he felt 
that there were several good discussions on reasons why the 
section should be' removed 0 He said that he preferred to discuss- . 
the Negro situation in the trade union movement as he felt the 
resolution did mot put enough emphasis on this point. LIGEfTFOOT 
pointed out 'In his speech that CP members should work in all 
types of mass organization but he failed to point opt explicitly 
what type activities should be carried on in the trade unions * 
Negroes in the Party should support and campaign to get their 
unions to support the movement being organised by A* PHILIP 
RANDOLPH at the present time. 

Efforts should be made to set up Negro councils wherever 
possible throughout the United States. This type action by the 
Negro should not be carried on for the purpose of opposing in.*any 
fashion the labor movement d but instead should be designed to 
fight to become fully integrated in all segments of all labor 
organization. 

Comments by JOE fc» 

He stated that he felt CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT and the committee 
that worked on the resolution did an excellent job e He stated, 
however 9 he did not feel that the resolution solved all the 
problems which the Negro faces today. In his opinion every Party 
member has the 'responsibility of becoming active in a Negro organi- 
zation in order 'to promote Negro-white unity in all walks, of life* 

Other people who spoke in favor of the result i,on as it 
had been p#0sented by LIGHTFOOT were WILLIAM PATTERSON, GEORGE 
MEYERS and MILLIE MC AD0RY o 

There was a motion made that .the resolution be voted on 
in two different sections • The first section of the resolution 
would ta^lud^ the statement regarding the Negro, nation, and the 
other section would eliminate this until the CP has an opportunity 
to do more work on specifically what should be included in the 
statement . This motion was seconded. ' 

* The committee working on the resolution was opposed to 
the resolution being voted on separately, and there was somewhat 
of an argument pro and con regarding this point 0 A vote was 
called and the Convention voted that the resolution not be 
separated . 
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A second vote was held and the resolution itself was 
adopted as presented, and la- the vote there were" three voting 
against and eight abstentions. All' others were in favor. 

This completed the afternoon session. 

The evening session was called to order and GEORGE 
MEYERS was elected chairman. There was a report by the Steering 
Committee at which time it was pointed out that the Convention 
was running a little bit late in conducting its business and 
should keep the speakers limited as much as possible. It was 
pointed out that the resolutions were to be presented in a 20 
minute period of time, and thus far every committee presenting 
a resolution has exceeded this time. 

The Credentials Comj*tee*s report was, next and was. 
given by JACK KLING. He stated that at the time the evening 
session of December 11, B59, started there were: in attendance 331 delegates, 
25 alternate delegates, 15 fraternal delegates and 16 visitors. 
He indicated present at the Convention were 43 persons from 
industry, '40 from white. collar classifications, 9 housewives, 

2 farm housewives, 5 professors, 4 self-employed, 2 farmers, and 

3 students. It was reported that two-thirds of the delegates at 
this, year's convention are 40 years or older and that the majority 
of the fraternal delegates are from what appeared to be youth 
groups. Of the industrial and white collar people in attendance, 
49 are members of trade unions, and 28 are, full-time Party workers. 

Draft Resolution on 1960 Elections 
given by BEN DAVIS f JR., -New York 

DAVIS read the resolution and -afterwards stated the CP 
must carry on a campaign for independent political action mainly 
because the programs of the presently existing Republican and . 
Democratic Parties parallel one ..another so closely that it isr 
difficult and almost impossible to determine which is which at 
' the present time. 

He stated there is a need throughout the CP to carry 
on a campaign similar to the one which was recently carried on 
in New York by ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN and DAVIS in which they ran" 
for political office. He pointed ©rat that neither was elected to* 
office but as a result of this endeavor the CP gained much influ- 
ence and prestige which proves that there is definitely an increase 
in the number of people who are in sympathy with CP policies. 
Another important example of this was a campaign by ARCHIE BROWN 
in California and the consensus of ©pinion is that if there would 
have been a fair count on the votes as a result of that election, 
BROWN would have been elected to United States Congress. 
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Comments by NAT 
ROSENBLUTH-New York 

He stated he felt there should be emphasis placed on 
a campaign for additional Negro representation in all political 
positions. He stated that new mass organizations must be built 
to support this movement such as the Negro Voters League in 
Illinois which recently carried on an excellent campaign for 
BENTLEY who was at that time running for City Clerk. CP members 
must work with this type organization and use their influence 
wherever possible to get organizations to support Negro candidates. 

This resolution was adopted with no amendments. 

At this point the farm resolution was read by an un- 
recalled individual, and this resolution was mainly concerned* 
with organizing the Negro- farmer labor alliance, and was 
unanimousLy accepted by the Convention. 

This ended the evening session of the Convention. 

The morning session of December 12, 1959, was called to 
order, at which time CLARENCE HATHAWAY was elected chairman. 

First, somebody read greetings which were sent to the 
CP-USA from the CP of China. 

Presentation of Draft Resolution < 
on Party Organization by PHIL BART 

BART read the resolution on Party organization. He ■; 
spoke of the vanguard role of CP clubs. The CP. clubs are the 
groups which are actually in a position to organize and promote 
a united front movement in the United States. They must conduct 
their work in conjunction with the most important issues which 
are taking place in any designated area whether it be shop 
problem or a problem of community interest. This is the only way 
the Party will gain influence and win over the masses of people. 

BART stated that membership in rife Party had dropped off 
somewhat over the past two years but hot as , drastically as- indi*; 
cated by some sources. He stated. that from the number of delegates 
in attendance at this Convention it would indicate that the member-. 
ship in the Party today is approximately six thousand dues paying 
members; however, in many areas there are some people who partici- 
pate in CP activities but are not necessjirJLy .paid up in their dues, 
and if ,they were taken into account the figure for ovei«all 
membership would probably run in the vicinity of 10,000 members, 




The CP should begin a recruiting drive to extend from 
January 1 to May 1, 1960 , during which time the CP membership 
should be increased at least ten percent. 

MORT SCHEER from 
Buffalo,- New York 

He stated he agreed with the resolution as presented 
and- he felt there was no question about the need to build, the 
■ Party at the present time 0 He pdnted out that the Party in his. 
area had already started a campaign and had found that it was 
not entirely 'impossible to recruit people and he hoped they would 
reach the ten percent increase in membership by May 1, 1960,0 

JAMES WEST 

WEST got the floor and stated that he had a letter 
addressed to EUGENE DENNIS, CP Convention, New York, froaa John 
J. Residence Hall, Columbia College, which requested to»lmaw the 
position of the CP dnvarious* issues facing the' people today.,, The 
letter pointed out that the College would t like the Party to send 
a shaker to speak on tMs subject^to their undergraduate' class . 

WEST stated that the State of Michigan had sent a reso~ 
lution calling for the' organisation of regional conferences which 
are to be held" for the purpose of insuring that National Committee 
(NC) members hold meetings in their particular regions from .time 
to time 0 WEST pointed out that this resolution should be referred 
to the new NC for appropriate consideration and action . 

A motion to adopt the resolution and refer the comments 
by WEST concerning the organization "of regional conferences to the 
incoming NC was made and carried unanimously , 

- 

<<J JUANITA WHEELER presented a resolution on women . She 

reajd the resolution* -an^d pointed out that women receive only -60% 
of the wages men receive on similar jobSo She stated that from , 
an economic 1 . standpoint- the woufen of . the Party have more serious 
problems than any ot&er grdrap as^d that she would be in favor of 
some type of National Wcmerife Commission being established in order " 
to work out policies to alleviate the proMems faced fey the women 

the Party and also to work out some type of program whereby 
Qualified women carl be placed la some of the leadership- positions 
Within the Party. 

This resolution was a4optedo 
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Comments by EVELYN 
WIENER - New York 

She spoke in favor of the Party* s recruiting plans. 
She pointed out that it is high time an organized recruiting 
drive got under way and Party people worked within the mass 
organizations to get people in the Party who show an interest . 
or are in sympathy with the Party stand on various issues. She 
stated that she would like to see the New. York District challenge 
Chicago in this recruiting drive. 

Presentation of Resolution on Mexico 
by 3VUL from Northern California 

This resolution centered around the Mexican population 
in and around Los Angeles, California. They are one of the oppressed 
minority groups ^which are discriminated against as badly as the 
Negroes ^ The; Party must fight to gie the Mexican population 
equal rights that other Americans presently possess. 

At the present time housing conditions as well as the 
working conditions for the Mexican-Americans in California are 
no different from the conditions which the Negroes live under 
throughout the United States. 

This resolution was adopted unanimously. 

At this time resolutions on the national minorities and 
the Puerto Ricans were"^ given by an unknown individual. Both of 
these resolutions were read with little or no discussion and 
adopted by the Convention. 

Resolution on Party Press 

This was presented by GEORGE MEYERS, WILLIAM PATTERSON 
and JACK STACHEL. ' 1 

STACHEL was the first speaker and stated the resolution 
is not printed up as yet, but is in the process of being prepared. 
The resolution will call for an increase in £he circulation, of 
"The Worker", and ajcail to reconstitute the "Daily Worker" during 
1960. He suggested that the new NC institute a fund drive starting 
from January and running until May 1, I960, with a goal of $75, 000. 

WILLIAM PATTERSON stated that at the present time a 
campaign should be conducted *o increase circulation of "The Worker". 
He indicated that the circulation is around ,15,00p at the present 
time and should be increased to ?!0,60p. 
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: ■ PATTERSON stated that every effort should be made to 

begin publishing the' "Daily Worker" during I960. The Party 
should also give consideration to the possibility of at some 
time in the future to start up a midwest edition of "The Worker* " 

■ GEORGE MEYERS stated the Party cannot operate without 
its own paper. He stated it is necessary to increase the circufe- 
tion of "The Worker" and it is also necessary to begin printing 
the "Daily Worker" again. He stated this should be done as soon 
as possible, and in his ©pinion during the 'first six months of 
the coming drive $100 , 000 should be collected and appropriated 
to the Party press. 

This resolution was adopted by the Convention unanimously. 

Presiding Committee Report 
Presented by GUS HALL 

HALL reported that. .it was the recommendation . of the 
Presiding Committee that the new NC consist' of 50 members. .He 
stated that 35 members of this Committee should be elected by 
the various 'state delegates as the NC representatives from their 
states. Each state will have to have caucus meetings to determine 
the individuals whom the states will Sslect, and the states are. 
allowed to have the following number of delegates? 



New YOrk 8 Indiana . 1 

Southern California 3 Missouri 1 

. Northern California 3 Wisconsin 1 

Illinois 4 Minnesota 1 

Michigan 2 Eastern Pennsylvania 1 

Ohio 2 Washington State 1 

New England 1 Oregon 1 

New Jersey 1 The South 3 

Maryland 1 



HALL stated that the Nominations Committee • should agree 
to' a list of 15 individuals to be elected as members to. the NC as 
members-at*? large. .He indicated that the Convention would be able 
to nominate additional people from the floor at the time' 'of the 
election for the at«large positions. 

HALL stated that the new NC should be given the authority 
to efect its own officers. He stated the new NC would meet twice a 
year for a period of one week ©n each occasion. 
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HALL recommended that the National Executive Committee 
(NEC) be increased over that of previous conventions and \that it 
should include either 14 or 15 members and this group should 

meet every two months. HALL recommended that a secretariat of 
about five members be set up to run the affairs of the CP between 
the times the NEC holds its meetings. 

The Convention voted on the proposals of HALL; One 
opposed and there were eight abstentions. All others were in 
fiver of the recommendations. 

This ended the morning session. 

The afternoon session of December 12, 1959, was called 
to order and GERALD YNE LIGHTFOOT was elected chairman. 

Presentation of the Resolution 1 on 

Youth by BILL ALBERTSON . 

ALBERTSON read the youth resolution at which time he 
strongly indicated there .Is a strong youth movement under foot ;at 
the present time and as examples he cited the Youth Festival 
which was held in Vienna and the March on Washington, D.C, , 
relative to integration of Schools in the South. It was the 
recommendation of the Youth Committee that the new NC appoint 
a full-time chairman on youth matters and establish a. National 
Youth Committee, which would consist of leading people from the 
youth movement as well as some adult CP members* to help solve the 
problems brought before this Committee. 

Comments by DANNY RUBIN from 
Eastern Pennsylvania 

DANNY stated that there abc definite indications of 
increased interest in the youth movement in all states. In many 
of the states there is a feeling that they should change the age 
of the voter to If/ years of age. 

DANNY pointed out there is a definite weakness in the 
CP today regardi&g a youth movement. He stated this ; fact is 
evident from observing the present Conventionjina«*tiieh>as there 
are only about three members of the leading cadre of the Party 
who are in youth work. It is time that the C]j> concentrates more 
on youth and make this a fertile grbund for new party expansion. 



Comments by DANNY QUEEN 

QUEEN stated that in his opinion the Convention had 
been presented with a. very good resolution on youth work. He 
pointed out that the Youth Committee spent, much time to build a 
workable resolution for the CP. This committee got many drafts 
from many of the states concerning the youth movement and were 
able to consolidate all ideas into one resolution. He felt the 
Committee did a tremendous job at arriving at unanimity on the 
resolution as they had 15 drafts in all to consolidate into the 
resolution. 

QUEEN stated that Marxist youth organizations should 
be built. He stated that there should be more adults in the 
Party participating in these groups to teach those in the youth 
movement Marxist=Leninist theory. The youth of the Party must 
be placed in mass organizations to bring about a democratic 
youth movement and thus reinforce the antis-monopoly coalition. 

Comments of AL from 
New. York 



AL stated that he was in complete agreement with the 
resolution and felt it had tremendous potential. He stated he 
felt the time which the Youth Committee spent in drafting the 
resolution was well worthwhile. The big thing now for the Party 
to accomplish is to get the youth as well as adults in the CP to 
work and build youth groups throughout the country. AL stated 
at a recent youth conference whic|i was held in New York, many 
present were concerned with the problem of how to organize groups 
to work out solutions to the problems presently facing youth. 
There was no solution reached relative to organizing this group 
and the CP should be working to direct the activities of this 
youth group and possibly turn it into a Party organization. 

b6 

b7C 

I "I the resolution was excellent b7D 

except she felt that the youth m6veraent should include the Negro 
youth from the South. * Youth in the South are faced with more 
serious problems than elsewhere if for no other reason than they 
have the problem of integrating into schools. They are discri- 
minated against more in the South as they are not allowed to 
participate in the social activities in the areas. 

The March on Washington shows the possibilities of 
building a youth movement in the United Statfes provided the people 
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to participate in this movement are given the proper leadership 
and guidance. This would necessitate Marxist-Leninist classes 
to teach this group the basic principles of the Party and also 
teach them how to participate in Party activities in mass groups. 
She stated that any youth movement would have to have thO 
direction of adult Party people who are familiar with and can 
help solve the problems of the youth. 

This resolution was adopted with no amendments. 

Report on the Constitution Committee 
by BURT NELSON from Washington State 

NELSON read the recommended changes in the Constitution 
which were in the form of a report from the Constitution Committee. 
These recommended changes were adopted by the Convention as listed. 
This ended the afternoon session of December 12, 1959. 

On the evening of December 12, 1959,- the Illinois 
delegates to the National Convention of the CP-USA held a caucus 
for the purpose of fleeting four members from the State of 
Illinois to the NC. The following 16 people from Chicago attended 
this caucus meetings 

b6 

CLAUDE LIGHT FOOT JIM WEST 

FLO HALL SAM KUSHNER D ; ( - 

- EARL DURHAM GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT b7D 
LOLA BELLE HOLMES JACK KLING 
DANNY QUEEN MOLLIS GOLD 
LESTER DAVIS I I 

LUCIOUS ARMSTRONG .NATE SHARPS 

MORRIS CHILDS I . I 

At the beginning of the meeting nominations were openjp 
for people to serve on the incoming NC of the CP. Those nominated 

SAM KUSHNER CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 

FLO HALL JIM WEST 

NATE SHARPE EARL DURHAM 

GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT I I 

. . After the nominations EARL DURHAM, GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT 

andl I declined in favor of one of the other nominees. 



JIM WEST was going to decline in favor of NATE, and NATE wanted 
to decline in favor of JIM; howev^ the other delegates decided 
that neither of the latter two should decline and that there 
should be a vote by the delegates for the four members from the 
State of Illinois to be on the NC. 




The result ;of this vote is as follows; 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 15 
JIM WEST 15 
NATE SHARPS 12 
FLO BALL 14 
SAM KUSHNER 4 

At the point KUSHNER left the caucus somewhat upset. 

Shortly thereafter, JIM WEST and CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
approached SHARPE and requested that he decline in favor of 
KUSHNER. WEST pointed out that the Presiding Committee was not 
in favor of having too many from industry meet with the NC as 
the meetings would be held twice a year and would be week-long 
meetings, and this would jeopardize the job of most people 
working in industry. v 

LIGHTFOOT pointed out . to ; SHARPE that he. had worked a 
considerable amount to create unity in the state leadership of 
the Illinois CP, and in order to preserve this unity it would be 
necessary for KUSHNER to be elected by the state delegates to the 
NC as KUSHNER feels he must be on the NC and knows that he cannot 
be elected he runs as a member-rat- large. LIGHTFOOT stated, if • t 
KUSHNER was not given the position on the NC a solution could 
possibly be worked out to maintain the status-quo of the. state 
leadership; however, it would Create friction which would have a 
tendency to disrupt the entire membesship and destroy all the 
work he has done over the past two years of unifying this 
leadership. 

WEST indicated to SHARPE that if he would decline in 
faVor of SAM, he would be kept in mind at the time a National 
Trade Union Commission is established and he would probably be 
given a position on this Commission. WEST also indicated that 
prqbably in the future the various NC members in a particular 
region will hold quarterly meetings, and at the time of these 
meetings leading trade union people will be expected to attend 
and in this fashion NATE woul<* be able to meet with and discuss 
problems facing the Party with the NC members from the region. 
WEST stated actually he could not see why KUSHNER felt it so 
necessary that he be on the NC. WEST stated that he would gladly 
decline for SHARPE, but LIGHTFOOT felt that he should remain as 
a member of the NC to assist in directing the leadership of the 
Illinois CP. 

Other delegates such as MOLLIS GOLD and JACK KLING were 
opposed to this type of action and felt that the members elected 
by the delegation should remain as the choice of the Illinois 
delegation. 
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'After much discussion there was unity among the 
delegate^ and NATE declined membership in favor of SAM„ making 
the four members to the NC from the State of Illinois as SAM, 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, JIM WEST and HALL. 

At the morais&g session of the Convention on December 13 9 
1959 p ARCHIE BROWN was elected chairman. 

JACK KLING of the Jewish Commit^e gave a report from 
this Committee and stated that the Committee had gone over the 
discussion srtMfe on the Jewish situation and after much discussion 
on the articles bad decided that there were so many controversial 
issues in those -articles .. that the Committee . could not agree nor 
could they work out a resolution to present to the Convention; He 
made the recommendation that the new NC set up a committee to 
go over the material and prepare a new resolution on the Jewish 
situation. 

Wb was put in the form of a motion and agreed to by 
the (bnvention. 

GUS HALL took the floor and asked the Convention to 
reconsider on the number of people to serve on the NC as at«large 
members* He pointed out thatmny wanted to increase. the number of 
this group and that the Presiding Committee was recommending that 
this number -be increased from ! 15 to 25. This was adopted by the 
Convention o 

Report from Appeals and Auditing 
Committee by MORRIS CHILDS^Chlcago 



CHILDS reported that the Committee had received appeals 
which would need action by the Convention. 

1. The Committee received am anaaal from I 

who is possibly | |wfto were ' ^ 

'formerly expelled from the -Party . These two individuals are 
appealing to the National Congelation to have their case recon- b7C 
sidered^n hopes that they will be reconsidered ' 'for Party member- b7D 
ship. The Appeals Committee after reviewing the case had found 
nothing to grant their request recommended that the request 
be rejected^ and these two people not be brought back into .the CP. 
This recommendation was adopted ^ the Convention. 

2 0 The Appeals Committee received a request from a ^roup 
of former CP members from New Jersey for re-entry intq the CP. 
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This group was expelled because they would not work with the 
leadership of the New Jersey CP. The Appeals Committee worked 
with these people for some time and as yet has not been. able 
to get the group t© work in unity with the New Jersey CP/ The 
Committee recommended that this request be rejected • The 
r Convention adopted the Committee's recommendation.' 

3* HARRY HAYWOOD sent a letter to the National Convention 
pointing out that -fte feels he Is still a member of the CP. HAYWOOD 
requested * the Convention confirm 41 this fact* CHILDS reported that 
HAYWOOD was warned by the Party * leadership not to attend left 
faction meetings prior to the time he was expelled from the 
Party, tout regardless of the warning he attended such meetings 
and ultimately read himself out of the Party. He not only attended 
left faction meetings but became an officer of the left organization. 
The Appeals Committee recommended that a motion be made that the 
new NC send HAYWOOD a letter notifying him that he is not considered 
a member of the CP* This motion was made and adopted by the 
Convention.. 

Financial , Report by ^gjgj^i^, f 

CH8LDS stated that this was only a partial report to . 
give the members a brief idea of the financial status of the 
Party up- to the present time.. stated that in 1957, the CP 
raised $196, 000 Jp, but after the expenditures for the year the 
Party ended up with a deficit of $1*844.99. In 1958 the CP raised 
$133*832.73. During the year tfye expenditures by the Party were 
$131,341.41 which left a surpte? of $2,491.32* ' 

Durihg the first nine months of 1959 the CP raised 
$92*812. 55. To date the Party has on hand $11,018.96. . CHILDS 
pointed out that he did not. wapt 'to mislead the Convention with ■ 
this type of report in having them $*elieve the Party had an excess 
of money on hand because the expenses of the Convention would more 
than use up the amount of money 04 hapd an$>slso money to be 
collected during the remainder 1 of r the year. 

At this point .JUAN SANTOS RIVERA, President of the CP 
of Puerto Ricop was brought into the Convention "in a wtyeel chair. 
He stated that he wanted to bring ^petings to * the Convention 
from the CP of Puerto Rico and tft^t'he wanted the Convention to 
know that the Party in Puerto Rido wants to work unitedly" with 
the 'CP-USA in order to further' the| cause of the Pairty. 

PAT T00HEY presented RIVERA with a gift from the CP- 
USA and after this stated that the, CP=USA was glad to receive, the 
greetings from the Puerto Ri<ean CP and that every 'effort would be 
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made to Work ia raity with the Party there. The Convention was 
adjowned forlranch at this time 0 



chairman 
he readp 
not* 



afternoon session was called* PAT TOOHEY as 
presented a report on the Latin American affairs which 
it eeniXd not be determined if this was adopted or 



JOE NORTH reported on Cuban affairs, during which time 

he read fr©m a short resolution which was adopted by the 



Report ®M the Nominations and 
Presiding Cwmittees by 
ELIZ ABETH GURLEY FLYNN 

maw f t i inn p i u - cra » cv i» Liiwi» i >«.-..i^r»rrTW i» ei»wxit*-oj .ieM n »i 11 nmn ■ wry — — — nw i u t i iiii w i mi i« 

The first thing FLYNN did was to propose that WILLIAM 
Z. FOSTER be made chairman emeritus of the CP-USA by acclamation. 

This proposal was adopted. 

FLYNN next read a list of preferred delegates arrived 
at by the Nominations and Presiding Committees to be 'elected as 
members=at^large of the NC. "Shese* were; 

gene dennis 
jim jackson 
ben ©avis, jr. 
jack stachel 
phil bart 

HERB APTHEKER 
JESUS COLON 



GUS HALL 
HY LUMER 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 
IRVING POTASH 
CLARENCE HATHAWAY 
JIM ALLEN 
AL RICHMOND 



HELEN ALLISON WINTER PETTIS PERRY 



ARNOLD JOHNSON 
DANNY QUEEN 
WILLIAM WEINSTONE 
GEORGE MEYERS 
SI GERSON 



GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT 
DANNY RUBJH 
ERIC BERT 
WILLIAM PA TTERSON 



however. 



I 



1st wa ve* tied in the vote by the two groups; 



K0: 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



Next FLYNN gave a Ifet of nsimes of people proposed by 
the Nominations . and Presiding Committee to be considered in the 
election for members-a^gi^rge of the NC, which were: 
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GEORGE MORRIS 
NATE SHARPS 



. HY LUMER read a Bst 
from the individual states to 

New York; PAUL R 4 

LOUIS WEINSTOCK 

HILT ROSEN 

Southern Calif ornia : 

CHARLENE MITCHELL 
BEN DOBBS 

Northern California; 

MICKEY LIMA 
JUANITA WHEELER 

Illinois: JIM WEST 
FLO HALL 

Michigan; CARL WINTER 

Ohio: ANTON KRCHMAREK 

New England: 

HOMER CHASE 

New Jersey: PAT TOOHEY 

Maryland: JA&E 

Indiana: MANNY BLUM 

MSSOURK C. MARTIN 

Wisconsin: FRED BLAIR 

Minnesota; SAM DAVIS 

Jfennsylvaaia: TOM NABRIED 
Washington: BURT NELSON 



BILL, Negro from South 
JOE NORTH 

MILFORD SUTHERLAND 
MILLIE MC ADORY 



of names of delegates nominated 
the NC, which were: 

NAT ROSENBLUTH 
MORT SCHEER 
EVELYN WIENER 
BILL ALBERTSON 



DOROTHY HEALEY 



SAM KUSHNER 
CLAUDE51SIGHTFOOT 

TOMMY DENNIS 

ED CHAKA 



Oregon: 
The South: 



N. HAALAND 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 
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LUMER then read other delegates from the individual 
states chosen by the Nominations Committee, which were: 



ARTIE 

JIM TORMEY 



New York: HETTY GANNET 
ESTHER CANTOR 

Southern California; 

BILL TAYLOR 

Northern California: 
JOE F. 

Michigan: BILL ALLEN 

Indiana: BENNETT 

LUMER then asked if there were any declinations and the 
following people declined nomination: 



ANITA 



LEE 



tfAy£ BENNETT 
ESTHER CANTOR 

I I 

LEE 



JOE F, 

ARTIE - New Y ork 
I 



Next, a Balloting Committee was selected and some of 
those on this Committee were: 

SARGE from Eastern Pennsylvania, Chairman 
MQLME GOLD 
RALPH 
APT Mffl 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



It was pointed out by this Committee that each. of the 
delegates if they had to leave the Convention early should leave 
their ballots so that' their delegation present at the Convention 
could vote for them. It was also pointed out that the rules of 
voting were that each delegate had to .vote for a minimum of 45 
of the selected' candidates for the NC, and this should be broken 
down to include 25 of the .at«large candidates • and 20 of the can- 
didates nominated by the state. Any ballot would be -invalid If 
it had in excess of 60 candidates designated for the NC. 

There was a resolution, presented on Japan. This reso- 
lution was not printed, .but will be printed in the future and 
copies will be given out. The resolution called on the United 
States to assist to bring about ftULl freedom of the Japanese 
people by withdrawing all foreign troops from Japanese soil* 
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This resolution was adopted. 
Closing Rem arks by GUS HALL 

HALL spoke on the united front and dealt with methods 
to be followed. He pointed out that CP members should, work 
with whatever mass group they possibly could on the policies of 
the mass group which paralleled those policies of the CP. He 
stated "this ' is the only way to win influence and prestige for the 
CP in these groups. 

HALL spoke on the Party unity and stated that there 
was no room in the Party today for factionalism either on the 
part of the 'revisionists or left sectarian forces. He stated 
that there still remains in the CP a small amount of factionalism; 
however, it is hoped that this will be eliminated entirely in the 
future. 

He pointed out that the CP as a result of this Convention 
will conduct its activities in one direction, and that will be by 
following the resolutions agreed to which include fighting for 
peace and the economic needs of the people of the world. 

The CP will fight to build a united front with the 
unions, to help political action groups in unions, to help elect 
more progressive people to both the House and Congress in the 
United States government. He pointed out that it is time to have 
a Negro elected to the United States Senate. 

The CP must do all t© completely end the ©old war policy 
of the Republicans and a number of Democrats in the United States 
such as TRUMAN and DOUGLAS ,©f Illinois. 

HALL pointed out that this is the road of the CP to 
travel to rebuild forces in 1960. It must put reality into the 
resolutions agreed to at this Convention, particularly the one 
that calls for an increase by ten percent of the Party forces by 
May, 1960, HALL stated that so far as the main point of discussion 
he does not se© any sense in a sramation as he ■thinks the dis-; ■• 
cussion of the Convention covered pretty well all points. He 
pointed out nobody who attended tha Convention £ot all the points 
into the resolution which they had hoped for, . but everyone had 
gotten parts ox wrnat thoy wanted included in ■ 'v-ne resolutions. 

HALL pointed out thi:s Convention will be marked in 
history as tta turning point of th© CP in rebuilding. In the 
course of rebuilding, the CP must continuously campaign for 
legality of the CP so that the CP will be allowed to run candidates 
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for state positions in any state without being written off the 
ballot like they have been in the past in many states. 

HALL stated that he wanted to close by appealing to 
a ; ll of the CP members to work in unity to build the Party into 
a mass Party and work towards a socialist America. 

Next the ballots were passed out for the voting of 
the NO* after which voting the Convention adjourned for lunch. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-69) 

FROM: SAC, CHICAGO (100-337^1) 

SUBJ: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
ORGANIZATION 
XS - C 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
DATE : 



J who has furnished reliabl e information in the 

past, on | | orally advised SA JOHN 

D. RIORDAN of information covering the 17th National Convention, 
Communist Party, USA, which was held at the Theresa Hotel, 
12£th Street and 7th Avenue, New York, N.Y. 

This information was reduced to a typewritten document 
bv SA RIOR DAN on December 19, 19f>9, and is to. be approved by 

H on Decem ber 21. iq£Q. The signed original report is 
to be located in A | | 
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On 



furnished the convention 



documents to which re ference is made~In this report, and because 



it was necessary that[_ 

were reprod uoedbv Photostat. 
returned to [ 



]have them for further use, they 
The Original documents were then 

j The information con- 



tained in these documents, which are befag retained in the Chicago 
Division, has not been set forth herein due to their length. 

Additional copies of this memorandum. are being maintained 
in the Chicago office pending receipt of photographs for identifica- 
tion purposes, or other identifying data, in order that copies 
may be sent to the pro per office as any further identifications 



— <j — — — - 1 I * „ — 

are made by| | of persons who attended the Convention. 

f>0 such copies will be maintained* No copy has been designated 
to Missouri for C. MARTIN since CG £82lj.-.S-s:- has advised that C. 
MARTIN is identical to MORRIS OEILDS of Chicago. 

COPIES: 

V Ba ltimore ( REGI STERED ) 



1 - 100-12076 

1 - 100- 

1 - 100-12i).61|. 



(GEOHGE MEYERS) 

(JAKE (GREEN) 

(CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 



2 - BOSTON (REGISTERED) 

1 - 100-775 (HOMER CHASE) 

1 - 100-20779 (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 



See "ii" for additional copies 



SEBIA'.CU. ...... 



PJ 




(CG 100-33741) 

2 - BUFFALO ( REGISTERED) 

1 - 100- ( MORT (S CHEER) " 

1 - 100- (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

% - CLEVELAND (REGISTERED) 

1 - 100- (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

1 - 100= (ANTON KRCHMAREK) 

1 - 100--,.,. (ED (LNU) 

&• - DETROIT (REGISTERED) 

1 - 100^13^20 (CARL WINTER) 

1 - 100-13711-0 (HELEN WINTER) 

1 - 100-814.82 (TOM DENNIS) 

1 - 100-3016 (COLEMAN YOUNG) 

1 - 100- (B. ALLEN) 

1 - 100-2050 (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

3 - INDIANAPOLIS (REGISTERED) 

1 - 100-9529 (EMANUEL BLUM) 

1 - 100- (V. BENNETT) 

1 - 100-11093 (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

10* LOS ANGELES (REGISTERED) 
1 - CYRIL BRIGGS 

1 - IOO-5257I (CHARLENE ALEXANDER) 

1 - 100- (PETTIS PERRY) 

1 - 100= (SOL. (LNU)) 

1 - 100=2i|.766 (JOHN HELLMAN) 

1 - 100- (WILLIAM TAYLOR) 

1 - 100=14.663 (BEN DOBBS) 

1 - 100-1^86 (DOROTHY HEALEY) 

1 - 100= (CP, USA« ORGANIZATION) 

1 - 100- (HARRY HEYWOOD) 

2 - MILWAUKEE (REGISTERED) 

1 „ 100-Ij. (FRED BLAIR.) 

1 - 100-lj.2-I (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

3 - MINNEAPOLIS (REGISTERED) 

1 - 100-371 (SAM DAVIS) 

1 - 100-1902 (CLARENCE HATHAWAY) 

1 - 100-1878- P (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

See for additional copies 
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2 -NEWARK (REGISTERED) ' 

1 - 100-19491 (PAT T00HEY) 

1 - 100-4284 (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

.43 ; NEW YORK ( REGISTERED ) 



1 - 100-86641 
Sub B 
1 - 100-81752 
1 - 100-129629 
1 - 100-32826 
1 - 100-80532 
CD.- 100-56579 
1 - 101-559 
1 - 100- 
1 - 100-23825 
1 - 100- 
1 - 100- 

1 - 100-1696 

1. - 100- 

1 - ioo-13483 

.1 - 100-13473 
1 - 100-228 

1 - 100*84994 

1 - 106*16785 
1 - 100*16021 
1 - 106-105678 
i - 100-79625 
1 - 100-13263 
i - i6o*l4096 

1 - 100-1311% 
1 - 100-7918 
1 - 100-84275 
1 - 100-48633 
1 - 100-95556 
1 * 100*118174 
1 - 100*64074 

1 * 100*34665 
1 - 100*18065 

1 - 100*49430 
i * 100*15946 

i * 100*50694 
i * 100-26018 

i 100*54555 



(CP, USA, ORGANIZATION, 17th National Cojivsntign) 

(CP, BRIEF) 
(WILLIAM ALBERTSON) 
(JAMES ALLEN) 
(HERB ATTHEKER) 
(PHIL BART) 
(JESUS COLON) 
(MIKE -CRENOVICH) 
(BEN DAVIS) 
(EUGENE DENNIS) 
(ART EDELMAN) 
(ELIZABETH G. PLYNN) 
(WM. Z. FOSTER) . 
(BETTY GANNETT) 
(SI GERSON) 
.(JUNE GORDON) 
(GUS HALL) 
(JAMES JACKSON) 
(ARNOLD JOHNSON) 
(HY LUMER) 
(MILDRED MO ADORY) 
(GEORGE MORRIS) 
(TOM (MYERSOOUGH) 
(JOE NORTH) 
(PAUL NOVICK) 
(WM. L. PATTERSON) 
(IRVING POTASH) 
(PAUL ROBESON, JR.) 
(MILT ROSEN) 
(NAT ROSENBLUTH) 
(LENA (SHERER) 
(JACK §TACHEL) 
(PAT TOOHEY) 
(JIM TORMEY) 
(ESTHER CANTER UNGER) 
(LOUTS WEINSTOCK) 
(EVE WEINER) 



See "iv" for additional copies 
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1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



100-9^95 

100- 

100= 

100- 

100- 

100- 



( WILLIAM WEINSTONE) 

(BILL (LNU)" from the South") 



(ERIC BERT) 



"from 
the 

South" 



2 - PHILADELPHIA ( REGISTERED) 

1 - 6£-l686 (TOM NABRIED) 

1 - 100-31723 (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 



2 - PORTLAND (REGISTERED) 
1 - 100- (N. HAALAND) 

1 - 100-3952-S u b (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 



3 - ST. LOUIS (REGISTERED) 



1 - 
1 - 
1 - 

2_1 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 

1 - 
1 - 
1 - 

1 - 



100-6970 ( HERSCHEL WALKER) 

100- (Co MARTIN) 

100-7781 (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

SAN FRANCISCO (REGISTERED) 
61-lj.lS (AL RICHMOND) 

(JOE ( PI GHEEREDO ) 
(JUANITA (WHEELER) 
pa (KEY LIMA) 



100- 
100 

6£-12l|.2 
100- 
100 



(KETTY (JOHNSON) 
mf)-,?77)|7 (flP. ttka ORGANIZATION 

100" I , "1 
100- (ARCHIE BROWN) 

SAN JUAN (REGISTERED) 



1 - 100- (JUAN SANTOS RIVERAS ) 

3 - SEATTLE (REGISTERED) 

1 - 100-127 (BURT NELSON) 

1 - 100-12883 (MILPORD (SUTHERLAND) 

1 - 100- (CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 
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77- CHICAGO 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
50 



A ] 

100=18953 

100=691+ 
100-214.729 
100=3470 
100=21073 

100-2lj.020 

100=331i|-8 

100=12890 

100=13263 

lOO-lj.031 

100-12IJ.59 

100-22l|.83 

100=29709 

100-3313 

100=2 7^4-8 

61-867 

100-12789 

105-5726 

100=30108 

100=22078 

I00=l8li.57 

100-20289 

100-27l|.9 

100-35162 

100=6009 

100-3371P- 



(CP S USA , CP OP ILL - ORGANIZATION) 
(LUCIUS ARMSTRONG) 
(EMANUEL BLUM) 
(MORUCS CHTLDS) 
(LESTER DAVIS) 
/DOT DAWES) 



(EARL DURHAM) 
(PRITZIE ENGLESTEIN) 
(MOLLIE GOLD) 
(FLO HALL) 
(LOLA BELLE_HQL MES ) 

(JACK KLING) 
( SAM KUSHNER) . 
(CLAUDE LIGHTED OT' 
(GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT) 
(JOHN MAZEIKA ) 
(DAN QUEEN) 
(NATE SHARPE) 
('RALPH TURNER) 
f .TAMTT.R WTTSTM 
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(COMTNFILs AFRO-AMERICAN HERITAGE ASSOCIATION ) 
(COMENFELs NAACP) 
(To be retained to be furnished to other offices 
further identifications are effected) 



as 



JDR:-JDR 
(17'6) 
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The Communist Patty, USA, 17th National Convention, was 
^eld in New York City "oh December 10 through December 13, 19^9 > 
at the Hotel Theresa, l2£th Street and 7th Avenue.' 

The following persons were among t hose in a ttendance at 
the convention as delegates, alternate delegates, fraternal 
delegates or guests. Because of the large number attending it 
could not be said that every person attended every session of 
the convention on each day, but they were in attendance for one 
or more sessions of the Convention. 



LUCIUS ARMSTRONG 
EMANUEL BLUM 
MORRIS CHILDS 
LESTER DAVIS 
jPQT DA VIES j 

EARL DURHAM 
PRITZIE ENGLESTEIN 
MOLLIE GOLD 
FLO HALL 

LOLA BELLE HOLMES 



c 



J 



JACK KLING 
SAM KUSHNER 
CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT 
GERALDYNE LIGHTED OT 
JOHN MAZEIKA 
DAN QUEEN 
NATE SHARPE 
RALPH TURNER 
JAMBS WEST 

I I 



MORT (of Buffalo) 
CARL WINTER 
HELEN WINTER 
COLEMAN YOUNG 
V, BENNETT 
CHARLENE MITCHELL 

ALEXANDER 
PETTIS PERRY 
SOL (LNU) 
WILLIAM TAYLOR 
DOROTHY HEALEY 
CLARENCE HATHAWAY 
PAT TOOHEY 
HERB APTHEKER 
PHIL BART 
JESUS COLON 
BEN DAVIS 

ELIZABETH G. PLYNN 
GUS HALL 
JIM JACKSON 
MILDRED MC A DORY 
JOE NORTH 



PAUL ROBESON, JR. 
WM. L. PATTERSON 
PAUL NOVICK 
NAT ROSENBLUTH 
LENA (LNU) 
JACK STACHEL 
ESTHER CANTER TJNGER 
TOM NABRIED 
HERS OREL WALKER 
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KETTY (JOHNSON) 
JUAN SANTOS RIVERA 
BILL ALBERTSON 
JUANITA (WHEELER) 
EVE WEINER 

DANNY (RUBIN) of Phi la. 
ARCHIE BROWN 
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It was learned that the convention opened on | 1 

| with a keynote address which was delivered by GUS HAIL in 
place of DENE DENNIS who had become ill, supposedly with a mild 
stroke . 

A kit was made available which contained the following 
convention materials 

!• Keynote address by GUS HALL, "Let Us Set Our Sights 
to the Future** 

2 0 Program materials Elements of a Basic Party Program 

by JAMES S 0 ALLEN o 
3a Draft Resolution on Party Organization 
I4.0 The Communist Party 

So Discussion Article on the Negro Question by 'CYRIL BRXGGS 

6 0 Resolution on the Work-and Status of "Women 

7o Some Comments on the D aft Resolution/ PETTIS PERRY 

80 On the Jewish Problem* by W* GALLAtHER 

9o Farm Resolution 

lOo Preconvention discussion - "The Defense of the Bill of 
Rights, and others 11 

11. Resolutibh on the I 960 Elections 

12 . 1 1 showing breakdown of main are-as 

on circulation of "The Wor-ke r n 
13 0 An Old Problem Re-Discussed, by BERT RAMELSON 
llj-o Pre- convention discussion article on the Negro 

Question by ' tt HUA. n 
l^o Resolution on Puerto Rican Work in the U. S # 
I60 The "Works r H 

17 o Report of Constitution Committee 
180 Disarmament and the; American Economy 
19 0 Resolution on the Youth Question 
20* Resolution on Work and Status of Work 
21 0 Resolution on Cuba 

Delegates from Illinois participated in part in the 
following work of the conventions 

lo Committee on the Negro Question 

2o Writing of the Trade Union resolution 

3o Writing of the resolution on Party Organization 

I4.0 Jewish Committee report 

£q Credentials Committee report 

60 Convention Secretary - PLO HALL 

7# Convention Tellers - JACK KLING, MOLIIE GOLD 

80 Convention Chairman, one sess ion (GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT) 55 

9* Presiding Committee: JIM WEST | | b7 
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10o Nominating Committee: CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 

11. Convention Arrangements and Publicity 

12. Appeals and Auditing Committee - MORRIS CHILDS 

During the afternoon session, December 10, 19f?9> the 
following committees were named, together with their meeting 
places for the evening sessions 

1. Committee on. Peace 

2. -Committee on I960 Elections 
3» Trade Union Committee 

Committee on Party Organization 

5. Committee on "The Worker" 

6. Negro Committee 

7» Committee on Defense 

8 0 Youth Committee 

9. Committee on Party Constitution 

10. Miscellaneous Resolutions 

11. Latin-American Committee 

12. Women's Committee 

13. Farm Committee"" 

A Credentials Committee and a Nominating Committee were set 
up also. 

The Committee on the Negro Resolution met in the evening 
of December 10, 1959, .at the Theresa, Hotel, under the chairmanship 
of CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT of Illinois. 

Attendings COLEMAN YOUNG, Michigan 
MOLLIE GOLD, Illinois 
CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT, Illinois 
JIM JACKSON. New York 



HERSCHEL WALKER, Missouri 
LOLA BELLE HOLMES, Illinois 
LUCIUS ARMSTRONG, Illinois 
PAUL ROBESON, JR., New Y 0 rk. 
ARCHIE BROWN, Northern California 
PETTIS PERRY, S. California 
GEORGE MEYERS, Maryland 
TOM (LNU) 

PAT TOOHEY New Jersey 
WILLIAM TAYLOR, S. California 
JACK STACHEL, New York 
WM. L. PATTERSON, New Y 0 rk 
LESTER DAVIS, Illinois 
EARL DURHAM, Illinois 
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During the rather long meeting of this Commit tee * CLAUDE 
LIGHTFOOT spoke at some length. It appeared that many present 
were familiar only wit'h parts of the document published earlier 
on the theoretical aspects of the Negro question** Others were 
familiar only with narts of the draft resolution, so there was 
no understanding each' other so that agreement could be had on 
the resolution to bring to the floor of tfcp convention* Many 
wanted to spend some time bickering about the status of the 
Negro as a nation<> 

During the discussion* a point was raised that LIGHTFOOT 
was doing too much of the talking, and he thereupon relinquished 
the floor for the remarks of anybody who wanted to talko 

Other questions which came up in the discussion indicated 
some differences on the matter of Negro-white unity* and there 
was the large matter of the self-determination of the Negro* 

During the discussion* LIGHTFOOT pointed out to the members 
of the committee that there had been some changes made in the 
draft resolution on the Negro Question* and It was being proposed 
that discussion be stopped for the night* and the committee would 
reassemble in the morning for coming to an agreement over a 
resolution to bring to the convention floor. 



The delegates* and others attending the convention, assembled 
for the morning session*. December 11* 195>9*> at which time PAT 
TOOHEY pf New Jersey was designated Chairman, 

T^e Presiding Committee proposed a committee on Jewish 
Work with JACK KLING* JUNE GOKDON* PAUL NOVICE and one other person. 

It was proposed "that the Youth question would be taken 
up by the convention on" Saturday* December 12* 195>9o 

It was proposed that a Nationality Groups Commission be 
set up to be headed by JACK STACHELo 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT asked that the Committee considering the 
Negro Resolution be permitted to leave the convention floor to 
resume its work on the resolution, 

When the Committee reassembled* CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT continued 
as Chairman, JIM JACKSON pointed out again that there had been 
eha,nges made in the resolution. 
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Daring the meeting of the committee on Thursday evening , 
reference had been made to a story in a Chicago newspaper about 
a power struggle in the (Communist Party involving GENE DENNIS, 
BEN DAVIS, CLAT3DE LIGHTPOOT and JIM JACKSON. LIGHTFOOT said 
on Friday morning this allegation had appeared, but ,£here was 
no foundation to it, and the convention should take/ particular 
note of the work done by JIM JACKSON. 

LIGHTFOOT in his remarks pointed out that Jim Crow is 
costly to the taxpayers. He then cited a situation in which a 
comrade had compared a white school and a Negro school in the 
South where separate but equal facilities were provided. Such 
a system is costly to maintain and it could be shown that in- 
tegration would actually be an economizing measure. 



During the meeting I | and he felt 

JIM JACKSON deserved commendation for the work he had done' on 



the Negro Question. He also noted that there are many cults 
springing up and injecting themselves into the struggle for 
N©gro rights, and one of these, the Muslims, is growing by leaps 
and boundSo He felt the reason for this is that the Muslims 
can offer the Negro more than the Party did because it opened the 
door for Negro prestige, and it gave Negroes a sense of heritage. 
He gave some figures reflecting the growth of this group. He 
urged a study in this field' to determine what is going on. 

LOLA HOLMES of Illinois spoke, agreeing with the main line 
of the resolution, and praising JAtKSOTT*s work. She wanted to 
bring out that there were three aspects of the Negro problem 
which should not be ignored? (1) The resolution did not point 
out the reactionary role of the HAACP; it only pointed out how 
fine it is. (2) With regard to Negro women, the resolution igncred 
completely the oppression and s truggle of Negro women. The 
resolution should point out a program of Negro women 1 s liberation* 
(3) There is not enough emphasis on the Youth question in the 
resolution. This group has a difficult time finding employment; 
it has difficulty on finances in moving from the high schools 
to colleges and it ha$ difficulty with being integrated into 
youth groups and clubs. 

TOM (LNTJ) said issue should be taken with Sputhern States 
which make it their policy to violate the Constitution of the 
United States « 

HERSCHEL WALKER called for a survey of all Negro organiza- 
tions to find out their ultimate goals. He claimed many of them* 
were not working on a political b asis but on a social basis, and 
they had no particular outlook for promoting any particular 
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outlook for promoting any 'particular issue having to do with 
elevating the status of the Negro* He urged also that the in- 
coming officers of the Party set up a Negro commissi on 0 

MOLLIE GOLD called for fighting for more Negro unity with 
whites on housing <, She cited !t run-away n shops and "run-away" 
Party members in this connection • She said there are white comrades 
who live in white communities and when those communities become 
integrated, or are too' full of Negroes in their opinion, they 
begin to complain about their health failing, and they feel they 
bust move out to the suburbs* or the playgrounds don't have 
the right facilities, and they want to get to a neighborhood 
where the facilities are better, or there are school problems which 
exist and whi h can be remedied only by leaving this neighborhood ♦ 
Through these excuses they try to keep it from becoming k nown 
they are running 0 This is a white chauvanist attitude on the 
part of white comrades 0 The * only reason they move is because 
the neighborhood is becoming integrated* 

ARCHIE BROWN spoke of the necessity for bringing the living 
standards of 18,000,000 Negroes up to that of white people. Then 
the fight for socialism' can be made* 

PETTIS PERRY spoke in favor of the most widespread agitation 
to move the bourgeoisie <> H<3 felt the Baptist Church in the South 
is clearer on racial issues than that group in the North* 
He pointed out how the feeling is such in the South that when 
ministers say they want money for a program on political issues, 
they get it. This is pomething the Party could move in on* 
He rioted the labor movement has not particpated in this* and it 
has not taken advantage'^of the situationo fite urged going on 
record f or t he death penalty for lynchers and also a fight on 
police brutalityo 

A motion was made that a Negro commission be established 
and the Negfo Committee of the 17th national convention should 
go on record denouncing the newspaper which talked' of the fight 
between CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT and JTM JACKSONo Further, there should 
be a denouncing of falsle statements about inner-Party struggles 
when there are no struggles 0 

There was a motion to commend JACKSON for his work, and 
although there was an opposition speaker, when CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
spoke pointing out it was true JACKSON was not the only one who 
had worked on it, but he had put in a tremendous amount of work 
and travel on it, and should get the credit, the motion passed 
unanimous ly c 
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LIGHTF00T commented further that the Negro resolution 
was the most collectively discussed subject in the" history of the 
CP. LIGHTFOOT said the' '-Negro question is the principal question 
and if it were mrt so regarded, the Par1?y would lose the fight. 

The N^gro committee voted in thismeeting tp drot> the 
slogan "Self -De termination for the Negro n by a vote of 13 to £. 
It was decided the Negro did not consfttute a nation^ and, 
therefore, did not have the right of self-determination; but if 
the Negtfo had it, he had the right to secede. 

When the Negro Committee came to the floor, CLAUDE LTGHTF00T 
gave the convention the benefit 'of the discussion had and the 
recommendation of the Committee. 

There was discussion about the resolution* 

JIM TORMEY commented this convention h$d seen the finest 
display of leadership oh the Negro question that he had ever 
se r eno 

CHARLENE MITCHELL spoke^but Iter remarks seemed to be 
so disconnected one could not get the main point she had in 
mind* 

GEORGE MEYERS talked of the role of the border states. ■ 

WM. L. PATTERSON said the l?th National Convention will 
be remembered for having given balance to the Negro question, 
Neither Labor nor Negroes will enjoy constitutional rights 
until the Negr6 gets his riights. 

When the tiirae came to vote on the resolution there was 
a ration made and lost fop having further discussion on the 
self-determination angle. When the resolution came to a vote 
it was passed by a vote of 82 in favor and 26 opposed* 

The chairman of the convention during this session was 
a woman believed to be> EVE WEINER. 



D u ring the evening session, which was chaired by GEORGE 
MEYERS, a report was given by BEN DAVIS on the I960 elections.. 
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He urged seeking^every possibility of running a Negro 
for the United States Senate 0 

H© urged a broad campaign for the election of trade 
unionists in the I960 elections 0 



The resolution was adoptedo 



JACK KLJNG reported for the Credentials Committee. 
He furnished the following compilations 
Attendance - 187 

Delegates - 131? with two more expected 
Alternates - 2.% 9 with two more expected 
Visitors - 16$ it had been expected there 
would be 32 

Fraternal delegates - 1$ 9 with £ more expected 

Delegates and alternates from: 
New York, 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
New England 
Michigan 
Maryland ' 
Washing ton* D.C # 
C^io 
Indiana 
Illinois 
¥isconsin 
Minnesota 
Mis S3 uri 
Washington State 
Oregon 
California 
Texas 



Delegates divided into 112 men; 39 women, 
and 33 Negroes <> 

Occupations represented^ 
Industrial 1+3 
White collar 1+0 
Housewives 9 
Farm housewives - 2 
Professional - £ 
Business - I4. 
Farmers - 2 
Students - 3 
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Of the group I4.9 were members of unions, and there were 
28 full-time CP employees 0 



At the morning session on December 12, 19^9* CLARENCE 
HATHAWAY was the Chairman, 

A telegram from the Chinese people's Republic was read 
and it conveyed greetings to the 17th National ' Convention, 
and expressed the idea the convention is meeting at a turning 
point in hisyfcory 0 

Then PHIL BART gave a report on Party organize tion 0 
He mentioned in his remarks having received a letter from 
Columbia University which' requested a speaker from the CP, 

Following the reading of this letter, BART said there 
should be attention given to cadre training, particularly 
of women, and especially negro women. He said the curve in 
membership upward, and he said there would be a recruiting 
drive which would run up to May 1, I96O0 

BETTY GANNETT spoke with regard to education saying 
the theoretical questions are important, and it is necessary 
to take an American look at Marxism and take note of the special 
character of the bourgeois policies 0 There must be emphasis on 
enlarging the battle of the people especially the working class 
and attention must be given to how to eliminate the illusion 
that exists among the people and how to expose monopoly capitalism 
among the people , 

MORT (SCHEER) from Buffalo talked on Party organization. 
He said developments in the Party must be based on* confidence 
in Marxism, The new situation is very evident in Buffalo, For 
example the greatest steel strike in the history of Buffalo 
was carried on. Also the attack on the Negro people has sharpened. 
More than 10,000 protests went into the tax office against taxes 
on small home owners as well as protests on the attacks on the 
Negro people. These developments are taking place nationally also 
and are shaking up the Administration, The people are suffering 
defeat because of attacks on the Party in recent years. We 
need a Communist Party because we are not getting the right kind 
of leadership in other parties. It is not enough to increase 
the Party quantitatively? it must also be qualitative, including 
Negro women and youth© 
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GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT spoke about the Afro-American 
Heritage Association in connection with the discussion on 
Party organize tion 0 3he asked how Communists can make a 
greater contribution to united fronto She thought" through an 
effort to build the Afro«American Heritage Association This 
organization seeks the participation of people in celebration 
of Negro History Week 5 Brotherhood Week, and Emancipation Day 0 
The Afro«American Heritage Association is attemptirjg to acquaint 
Negroes with their heritage and background in order to 
bring about better understanding and realization of the 1 Negro* s 
role in American history 0 

TOM NABRIED of Pennsylvania called for more education on 
issues and policies * 

JIM WEST took up the letter from Columbia University 
saying this is something outstanding and the Party should take 
note that people in all walks of life and institutions are aware 
of the Party* s program and activities^ and it was especially 
significant that the letter should have come from John Jay Hall 
and the request noted that the CP could pick the time to furnish 
a speaker o 

JUANITA (possibly WHEELER) of California spoke on the 
Party saying to achieve the objectives of the Party, it is necessary 
to achieve the participation of women o Their unpaid labor is the 
source of super-prof its <, Negro women are subject to extreme 
exploitation,. This matter of emphasis of rights of Negro wanen 
should be drawn like a thread throughout the Party«s worko There 
should be a Women 8 s Commission to develop locally and nationally 
wxamen fl s worko JUANITA' was speaking with regard to the Wome^s 
resolutin&o 

SOL (LNU) spoke in connection with Mexicans saying they 
have been here for several hundred years* and immigration still 
continues o Xt has reached k peak in California <> Their strong 
tie to the Catholic Church does not mean the Mexicans get the 
equality they should hav6 0 

KETTY (possibly JOHNSON) of California spoke on Japanese 
and I^dians s noting the Indians are "one of the most oppressed 
minority groups 0 The ITo S 0 Government is moving toward a policy 
of gehocide 0 ..This question must be put on the agenda for 
correct! on o 
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GEORGE MEYERS talked about the "Worker" saying it 
must be s trengthenecL 

WILLIAM Lo PATTERSON talked of a fund drive for January 13 
to May lo He pointed out the circulation of the "Worker" is 
approximately 11^ 000 and it is hoped to raise this to 20 or 25 
thousand* 

A greeting from the CP of prance was then read. 

GUS HALL gave a list by States and Districts of 
the number to be considered for the National Committee* This 
list iss 

We w York 8 
Xllinois ij. 
S 0 Caiifo 3 
N. Caiifo 3 
Michigan 2 
Ohio 2 
New England 1 
Easto Pa 0 1 • 
New Jersey 1 / 
Maryland 2 
Wisconsin 1 
rndiana 2 
Minnesota 1 
South 2 
Oregon 1 
Washington 1 
Missouri 1 

HALL proposed that the National Committee would approximate 

The proposal was made that the National Committee be 
allowed to elect national officers, and that the National Com- 
mittee should meet twice a year* 

At the afternoon session, GERMJDYNE LIGHTFOOT was the 
Chairman o BILL ALBERTSON delivered a report on Youth, urging 
free education facilities, education financed by the Federal 
government, the elimination of segregation, establishme nb of 
more night schools, expanded vocational training, renewal 
of academic freedom and the right to criticize o 
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DANNY (possibly RUBIN) from Pennsylvania spoke on the 
Youth question, as did CHARLENE MEPTHELL of Southern California, 
and DAN QUEEN" of Illinois. 

During the evening of December 12 9 19^9, the various 
State and District delegations caucussedo 



On December 13$ 1959* the morning session was chaired 
by ARCHIE BROMo 

JACK KLING took up the Jewish resolution and noted in it 
that among the world's misaorities are the five million Jews* 
He asserted the CP stands for the rights of the Jewish people* 

PAUL NOVICE said the Jewish people have their base 
in the garment industry* and this is inhere the Dubinskys are<> 
It is unfortunate that many people shy away from the Jewish 
problems 

LENA (LNU) of the garment industry spoke* She said in ^ew 
York they were forced to fight for full integration* White 
comrades have had a thrill in seeing Negroes admitted into fancy 
Park Avenue lily-white sohools 0 

MORRIS CHIEDS delivered the report of the Auditing and 
Appeals Committee o Tn his remarks he noted that in 19^8 the 
CP income was $133*832* while expenses were $131,36lo In 19J?9> 
for the first five months there was a surplus of $2,i|.79o 

'In 19£8 the amount of dues per Party member was $1*£0; 
in 1959 $ it is $1*06 per member* 

CHILDS in his remarks for the Committee which took care 
of matters which arose between the time of the 16th Convention 
and this Convention said there w ere four cases considered? these 
were HARRY HEWOOD; t? B n of California; n MoT* !t and one other* All 
these cases were appealed and the appeals were rejected on the 
basis J3j.es e individuals did not go along with the Party's rules 
and -regulations* 

HEYWOOD was rejected because he went along with the vanguard 
group aftey being given specific instructions not to do so* He 
not 'only attended but he was nominated chairman of that group* 
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The Committee voted on his appeal for readmispioru 
The committee was opposed to the readraission because HEYWOOD 
knew what he was doingo Somebody from California objected 
to the rejection of the appeal on the basis that HEYWOOD had 
given time to the Party* was ah outstanding Negro, and'be should 
be given another chance 0 CHILDS said it was something the Party 
would have to decide, and the Party decided not to accept him<> 

STACHEL spoke against accepting HEYWOOD because HEYWOOD 
had acted with knowledge of the facts, and he waited all Negro 
comrades treated just as any other comrades would be treated 
who had violated rules of the Party* 

A point was made about MAX BEDACHT and how his wife, 
daughter, and son also were expelledo The point was that whatever 
BEDACHT was expelled for was no reason for expelling the entire 
family, that it was impossible fo'r them to stop associating with 
him, that to do so would have required the wife to leave 0 It 
was suggested the Appeals Comimit tee should handle this, and it was 
decided this would be deferred until the new committee is in 
existence o 

The next speaker was JUAN SANTOS RIVERA of Puerto RioOo 
He talked about having been injured when he left a taxioab in 
New York when he arrived at his sister *s home in New Y 0 rk 0 He 
was struck by an auto, knpbked out, and he was taken to a 
hospital with bruises 0 He was told he would have to remain in 
the hospital, but he decided he would attend the convention 
regardless what happened o 

His remarks were translated for the convention by JESUS 

COLONo 

RIVERA insisted the imperialist forces of America were 
determined to keep him from coming to the convention, and he 
atjbribuybed his accident to the imperialist forces 0 > During his 
remarks he collapsed, and people got around him and took him out, 

PAT TOOHEY then made a presentation of what appeared to 
be an envelope to RIVERA « 

PAT TOOHEY presented the resolution on Latin American 
worko He called for the convening of a oonferenoe in the Southwest 
on Party worko He said there should be an appeal to the conscience 
of the American people on the matter of giving solidarity to the 
Latin American people 0 



- 13 - 



CG 100-337i|-l 

An amendment was a 'dded to this resolution calling for 
amnesty for the Puerto Rican nationalists that are" in prisons 
in the United States, 

JOE NORTH reported on Cuba saying he had just returned 
from there* He mentioned upon his return he was subpoenaed by 
the Eastland Committee in Washington. He expressed his amazement 
to the Convention over the changes in Cuba. Land is being 
redistributed more equally. CASTRO had said an invasion could 
be expected in I960; this was incorrect? it has already been 
attempted. 

WILLIAM Z. POSTER was then elected Chairman Emeritus of 
the- (CP, USA. 

ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN presented the nominations for 
the National Committee, This was referred to as a preferred 
list. 

GUS HALL 
JAMES JACKSON 
HY" LUMER 
BEN DAvTS 9 JR 0 
ELIZABETH GURLEY PLYNN 
JACK STACHEL 
IRVING POTASH 
PHIL BART 
CLARENCE HATHAWAY ' 
HERB APTHEKER 
JIM ALLEN 
JESUS COLON 
AL RICHMOND 
HELEN WINTER 
PETTIS PERRY 
ARNOLD JOHNSON 
GERALDYNE LIGHTPOOT 
DANNY QUEEN 
DANNY (RUBIN) of Pa. 
' WILLIAM WEINSTONE 
ERIC BERT 

WILLIAM L. PATTERSON 
GEORGE MEYERS 
EUGENE DENNIS 
ST QEB20JE 

b6 
b7C 
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The additional nominations made by the Nominating 
Committees 

JOHN ' BELLMAN 

BILL from the South 



JOE NORTH 
GEORGE MORELS 
MTLEORD SUTHERLAND 
NATE SHARPE 

The following were presented for election to the National 
Committee from the Districts themselves <> The above list was a 
list drawn up for "at-large n places on the National Committee. 



New Yorks 



Illinois; 



N. Calif,; 



PAUL ROBESON, JR. 

NAT (BOSENBLUTH) , from garment industry • 
LOUIS WEINSTOCK 
MORT of Buffalo 

MIKE of the Latin American Committee 
EVELYN WEINER 
MILT ROSEN 
BILL ALBERT SON 

Prom the above 8 were to be elected. 

The following were additional nominations 
made by the Presiding Committees 

BETTY GANNETT 
ARTIE EDELMAN 

CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT 
JIM WEST 
FLO HALL 
SAM KUSHNER 

■MTflKEY LTMA 

r 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



WJANITA (LNU 
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S. oaiifs 

Michigan 
Ohio 

New England 
New Jersey- 
Maryland 
Indiana 
.Missouri 
Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
East. Pa. 
Washington 
Oregon 
The South 



CHARLENE MITCHELL ALEXANDER 
DOROTHY HEALEY 
BEN DOBBS 

CARL WINTER 
TOM DENNIS 

ANTON KRCHMAREK 
E^ (LNU) 

HOMER CHASE 

PAT TOOHEY 

JAKE (LNU) 

•MANNY BLHM 

'C 0 MARTIN 

FRED BLAIR 

SAM DAVIS 

TOM NABRIED 

BURT NELSON 

N. HAALAND 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



60 were to be elected to the National Committee. The 
delegates hgd a choice of 35 on the preferred list and from 20 t o 
25 on the S^ate approved 'list . 

There was much confusion around this and there was a point 
made that the National Committee should remain at 50 instead of 
being upped to 60. 

NAT (possibly ROSMBLUTH) from New York, Chairman at this 
time said there were rules made, and they would abide by the rules. 
He asked for support of his position, and the Convention supported 
him by a vote of 69 in favor to i|.9 opposed. 
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Prior to the listing of the nominees recommended, 
ELIZABETH GURLEY" FLYNN was preceded by an unidentified individual 
who said, he had been a delegate to a rank and file conference 
in Europe, and in many countries he was asked if the American 
comrades were living up to the work WM„ Z, POSTER had done in 
the Party throughout the years. He said he was given a pin by 
the CP of the German Democratic Republic to present to POSTER. 
He took the opportunity to present it to POSTER who was not 
present at the convention, however. 

It was repeatedly expressed in the convention that the 
theme and line is to be unity and a fighting of all forms of 
factionalism, including dogmatism and revisionism which were 
pointed out as main dangers, GUS HALL said the convention met 
fully its responsibility. The outstanding feature of the con- 
vention was that no one had his own way, but one policy, one 
line, and one direction was achieved. There are elements which 
must be eliminated from the Party, and the leadership must carry 
out the mandate of the convention. If anyone tries to a ct in 

a contrary fashion, he will have an all-out fight. It is necessary 
to form a people's coalition and to improve cadre. To project 
an anti-monopoly coalition, the Party must project the main • 
aim of a third Party. The people must be mobilized for peace, 
HALL asserted the Negroes have had insufficient leadership in 
labor, and there is not enough emphasis on work in the unions. 
He felt the main political document was insufficient in its 
approach to white chauvanism. 

The following constituted the delegation from Illinois 
to the Conventions 

Delegates? CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT 
JAMES WEST 
FLO HALL 
SAM KUSHNER 
EARL DURHAM 
GERALDYNE LIGHTPOOT 
JACK KLING 
DANNY QUEEN 
MOTJ.TE QOT.D 

I I b6 

NATE SHARPE b7C 
MORRIS CHILDS b7D 
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Alternate Delegates; 



LOLA BELLE HOLMES 
LUCIUS ARMSTRONG 
IE STER DAVIS 



Obaervert 
Typists? 



JOHN MAZEIKA 

RALPH TURNER 

FRITZIE ENGLESTEIN 
DOT DAVIES 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3) 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
DATE: 



FROM: 



SAC, CHICAGO (100-33741) 



SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
ORGANIZATION 
17TH NATIONAL CONVENTION 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



On December 16, 1959, [ 



who has furnished 



reliable information in the past, furnished oral information td 
SAs* CARL N. FREYMAN and JOHN J. FOARDE, JR. concerning the i?tfc 
National Convention of the Communist Party, USA (CP) held in 
New York City ©n December 10-13, 1959. This information is set 
forth on the following pages. ,; " 

Extreme caution must be utilized in handling and 
reporting this information in order to afford this highly 
placed informant maximum security . r . . 

Copies are furnished to the New York Offic e for 

| | since the 

Chicago Office at the present time is unaware of the true 
identities of these subjects and the proper office of origin. 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



2- Bureau (REGISTERED) 

4- Baltimore (REGISTERED) 

1- 100-12464 (CP, USA- Organization) 
1- 100-18684 (CHARLES JOHNSON) 
1- 100-12076 (GEORGE MEYERS) 
1- 100- ("JAKE") 
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2- Boston (REGISTERED) 

1- 100-20779 (CP, USA- Organization) 
1- 100-775 (HOMER BATES CHASE) 

5- Cleveland (REGISTERED) 

1- 100-17257 (CP, USA- Organization) 

1- 100-222 (ED CHAKA) 

1- 100-16735 (MARTIN CHANCE Y) 

1- 100-421 (GUS HALL) 

1- 65-721 (ANTON KRCHMAREK) 

7- Detroit (REGISTERED) 

1- 100-2050 (CP, USA - Organization) 

1- 100-807 (BILLY ALLAN) 

1- 100-8482 (TOMMY DENNIS) 

1- 100- (ART MC PHAUL) 

1- 100-13740 (HELEN WINTER) 

1- 100-13420 (CARL WINTER) 

1- 100-3016 (COLEMAN YOUNG) 

3- Indianapolis (REGISTERED) 

1- 100-11093 (CP, USA- Organization) 
1- 100- (VAUD BENNETT) 

1- 100-9529 (EMANUEL BLUM) 

9- Los Angeles (REGISTERED) 

1- 100-26044 (CP, USA- Organization) 

1- 100-52579 (CHARLENE ALEXANDER) 

1- 100-4959 (HERSEL ALEXANDER) 

1- 100-4663 (BEN DOBBS) 

1- 100-4486 (DOROTHY HE ALE Y) 

1- 100-24766 (JOHN HELLMAN) 

1- 100- (PETTIS PERRY) 

1- 100- (ANITA ROSTODHA) 

1- 100- (WILLIAM TAYLOR) 

3- Milwaukee (REGISTERED) 

1- 100-42-1 (CP, USA- Organization) 
1- 100-4 (FRED BLAIR) 

1- 100- (MAGNUS NELSON) 
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4- Minneapolis (REGISTERED) 

1- 100-1878-P (CP, USA™ Organization) 

1- 100-371 (SAM DAVIS) 

1- 100-1902 (CLARENCE HATHAWAY) 

1- 61-29 ( CLARENCE SHARP) 

5- Newark (REGISTERED) 

1- 100-4284 (CP, USA- Organization) 

1- 100- (JOE BRANDT) 

:1- 100-35106 (LOTTIE GORDON) 

1- 100- (LEW MOROZE) 

1- 100-19491 (PAT TOOHEY) 

54yNew York (REGISTERED) 

^^1- 100-80641-Sub B (CP, USA- 17th National Convention) 

1- 100-12481 (BERNARD ADES) 

1- 100-129629 (BILL ALBERTSON) 

1- 100-32826 (JAMES ALLEN) 

1- 100-80532 (HERBERT APTHEKER) 

(I> 100-56579 (PHIL BART) 

1- 100-9369 (TED BASSETT) 

1- 100-25623 1EBIC nv.RT^ hfi 

1- 100- I 1 ?° 

1- 101-559 , (JESUS COLON) D/L 

1- 100- (MIKE CRENOVICH) b7D 

1- 100-23825 (BEN DAVIS, JR.) 

1- 100-26776 (CHARLES DIRBA) 

1- 100-1696 (ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN) 

1- 100-9365 (WILLIAM Z. FOSTER) 

1- 100-93665 (MIRIAM FRIEDLANDER) 

1- 100-9.5636 (RHODA GADS ON) 

1- 100-13483 (BETTY GANNETT) 

1- 100-13473 (SIMON GERSON) 

1- 100-228 (JUNE GORDON) 

1- 100-84994 (GUS HALL) 

1- 100-7658 (LEM HARRIS) 

1- 100-83317 (HOSEA HUDSON) 

1- 100-16785 (JAMES JACKSON) 

1- 100-16021 (ARNOLD JOHNSON) 

1- 100-105078 (HY LUMER) 

1- 100-79025 (MILDRED MC ADORY) 

1- 100-135736 (MARVIN MARKMAN) 

1- 100-13203 (GEORGE MORRIS) 

1- 100-13444 (JOE NORTH) 

1- 100-84275 (WILLIAM L. PATTERSON) 
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54- New York (Continued) 



1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 
1- 



100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 



48033 (IRVING POTASH) 
95550 (PAUL ROBESON, JR.) 
24891 (JAKE ROSEN) 
118174 (MILT ROSEN) 
64074 (NAT ROSENBLUTH) 

(MORT SCHEER) 
5700 (ART SHIELDS) 
111666 (JACK SHULMAN) 
67234 (ROTH SHULMAN) 
18065 (JACK STACHEL) 
82206 (BILL STANLEY) 
15946 (JIM TORMEY) 
21421 (ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG) 
(ABE UNGER) 
-50094 (ESTHER UNGER) 
26018 (LOUIS WEINSTOCK) 
9595 (WILL WEINSTONE) 
24555 (EVY WIENER) 
19679 (ISADORE WOFSY) 

("ARTIE") 
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3- Philadelphia (REGISTERED) 

1- 100-31723 (CP, USA- Organization) 
1- 65-1686 (THOMAS NABRIED) 
1- 65-4641 (DANNY RUBIN) 

2- Portland (REGISTERED) 

1- 100-3952- Sub 14 (CP, USA- Organization) 
1- 100- (NORMAN HAALAND) 

3- St. Louis (REGISTERED) 

1- 100-7781 (CP, USA- Organization) 
1- 100-6970 (HERSCHEL WALKER) 
1- 100- ("Co MARTIN") 
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10- San Francisco (REGISTERED) 

1-* 100-27747 (CP. USA- Orga nization) 

1- 100-27988 | | 

1- 100- (JOE FIGUElRlDO) 

1- 61-398 (ARCHIE BROWN) 

1- 100- (RALPH IZARD) 

1- 100- (LEE KUTNICK) 

1- 65-1242 (MICKEY LIMA) 

1- 100- I I 

1- 100- (JUANITA WHEELER) 

1- 61-415 (AL RICHMOND) 

2- San Juan (REGISTERED) 

1- 100- (CP, USA-Organization) 

1- 100- (JUAN SANTOS RIVERA) 

6- Seattle (REGISTERED) 

1- 100- (CP, USA- Organization) j M : 

1- 100-127 (BURT GALE NELSON) } r 

1- 100-5273 ( HELLEN NELSON) I 
1- 100-14241 I I b/D 

1- 100-12883 (MILFORD SUTHERLAND) 
1- 100- ("CAL") 

26- Chi cago 



1- A ] 

l- loo- : 



]. 



•18953 (Illinois CP, Organization) 
1- 100-18209 (Illinois CP, Pamphlets and Publications) 
1- 100-644 (LUCIUS ARMSTRONG) 
1- 100-24729 (EMANUEL BLUM) 
1- 100-3470 (MORRIS CHILDS) 
1- 100-24020(D0T DAVIES) 
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Chicago, Illinois 
December 16, 1959 



The 17th National Convention of the Communis t. Par ty- 
USA was held in New York City at the Theresa Hotel, 125th Street 
and Seventh Avenue, on December 10,11,12, and 13,. 1959. 

Those who were seen in attendance at one or more ses- 
sions of the Convention are as follows: 

Northern California District 



ARCHIE BROWN 
"JOE F„" 
"LEE" (a woman) 
MICKEY LIMA 



AL RICHMOND 

"RALPH" 

"JUANITA" 



Southern California District 
CMRLKNE ALEXANDER 



BEN DOBBS 
DOROTHY HEALEY 



Illinois District 



LUCIUS ARMSTRONG 
MORRIS CHILDS 
DOT DAVIES 
j LESTER DMl&j 

EARL DURHAM 
FRITZI ENGLE STEIN 
FLO HALL 

Indiana District 

VAUD BENNETT 

Maryland District 

GEORGE MEYERS 
"JAKE" 



JOHN HELLMAN 
PETTIS PERRY 
BILL TAYLOR 
"ANITA" 



JACK KLING 
SAM KUSBNER 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT 
DANNY QUEEN 
NATE SHARPE 
RALPH TURNER 
j JAMES WEg£_j 

MOLLIE GOLD 



EMANUEL BLUM 
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A young Negro who attended 
the 11/59 Youth Conference 

. in Chicago.; 
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Michiga n District 



TOMMY DENNIS 
ART MC FHAUL 
CARL WINTER 

Minnesota District 



HELEN WINTER 
COLEMAN YOUNG 



SAM DAVIS 



HATHAWAY 
CLARENCE SHARP 



Missouri District 



HERSCHEL WALKER 



Now England District 

HOMER MTES CHASE 
New Jersey District 



LOTTIE GORDON 



LEW MOROZE 
PAT TOOHEY 



New York District 



BERNARD ADES 
BILL ALBERTSON 
JAMES ALLEN 
HERBERT APTHEEER 
PHIL BART 
TED BASSETT 
ERIC BERT 



BEN DAVIS 

CHARLES DIRBA 

ELI2ABETH GURLEY FLYNN 

MIMI FRIEDLANDER 

BETTY GANNETT 

SI GERSON 

JUNE GORDON 

GUS HALL 

LEM HARRIS 

ROSEA HUDSON 

JAMES JACKSON 



george morris 
joe north 

william l 0 patterson 
paul robeson, jr. 
irving potash 
jake rosen 
milt Rosen 
nat rosenbluth 
art shields 
jack shulman 
ruth shulman 
jack stachel 
bill stanley 
jim tormey 

alexander trachtenberg 

ESTHER UNGER 
LOUIS WEINSTOCK 
WILLIAM WE IN STONE b6 
EVY WTENKR , b 7 C 
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ARNOLD . JOHNSON ISABORE WOFSY 

HY LUMER . 



HI1DRBD HO ADORY '.HIKE 0 ' . 

MA&VIN MARKMAN 



ABE UNGER MORT S CHEER 

Ohio District 

ed effia. 

MARTIN OHANOEY 
ANTON KRCHM&REK 

Offegom District 



NORMAN H&AL&NB 

Em@t©gm P©s&aa@yl¥&saia Distyigt . 

THOMAS NABRIED 
DANNY RUBIN 

Washington Stat® District 

burt nelson 
hbllbk nelson 

'milford sutherlInd ^6 

"OAL" . Cwfe© attended the 7th W®2>ld Youth Festival) b / C 

b7D 

Wi®©om@ i& B i@tapi@t 

FRED BLAIR 
MAGNUS NELSON 

Puerto Rio® 

JOAN RIVERA 



Not sill of those present were delegates. There were 
alternate delegates 9 fraternal delegates , and visitors.. In.addi« 
tion, particular ©are was taken v except in the -case of function-, 
aries, that the delegates should address ea©h other by first name 
only c 

The first session of the Contention was opened at 11; 45 
AeMo on December 10, 1959, toj ELIZABETH GTOLEY FLYNH, who was 
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serving sis honorary Chairman. She announced that EUGENE DENNIS 
would not ho able to attend the Convention because he had recently ■ 
suffered a heart attack. 

BEN DAVIS then gave an opening speech, in which he wel- 
comed the delegates to the City of New York. 

Greetings to the Convention from WILLIAM Z. FOSTER were 
then read. Greetings sent by FOSTER were comparatively mild, 
since he did not devote a lot of comment to running revisionists 
out of the Party as he has done in the past. His greetings were 
of the type that would normally be sent to a Party Convention - 
which was faced with no unusual problems. He called for inter- 
national solidarity, a fight for a good line, and an effort to 
elect a good future leadership for the Party. There was nothing 
very controversial in his remarks, but he did indicate that the 
Party seems to have overcome the main danger of revisionism during 
the last three years. 

JAMES JACKSON then read some of the greetings which had 
been sent to the Convention from other Communist Parties through- 
out the world. Be said that greetings had been received from 84 
Parties in 84 different countries. At this point, he read the 
greetings which had been received from Ireland, England, India, 
Norway, Japan, tJBuguay/, Bulgaria, and Israel. 

Organization of Convention 

The next topic taken up was the organization and agenda 
for the Convention. Although the agenda proposed at this .time 
was adopted, it was not strictly followed in later sessions. It 
was proposed that the Convention be conducted in nine sessions,' 
with the hope of concluding the Convention on Sunday afternoon, 
December 13., 1959. Six of the sessions would be devoted to the 
various parts of the Main Resolution, such as peace, Negro question; 
trade union question, youth, etc. One session would be devoted to 
the Constitution, one to miscellaneous resolutions, and the final 
session to the election of officers. 

It was proposed that the keynote speech by GUS HALL and 
the report and discussion on peace could be concluded during the 
afternoon session on December 10* 1959. In the evening, the Various 
Convention committees would m@©t. 

On the schedule for Friday, December 11, 1959, was the 
trade union question, the Negro question, and a report on the 1960 
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elections* This .material womld to® handled in moaning*; afternoon 
and evening sessions.,. 

On <&®&w£ > &&f » December 12 9 1959 9 it was .proposed that the 
, morning session fee devoted to the report on Party organization, 
while, the afternoon session wo&ld finish- an opportunity for the 
delegated to meet in individual, caucuses in order to nominate mem- 
bers for the National Committee* There was to foe a social held in 
the evening of December 12, 1959 ♦ 

The schedule called for the election of the National 
Commit tee on Strad&y morning December- 13 , 1959 9 followed by action 
on miseell&neotias resolutions 9 much as the resolutions on defense 9 
on 9? The Worker 9 % etc 0 




A motion- -was made that a Presiding Committee of thirteen 
members be elected 0 This brought forth the first disagreement on 
the floor, of the Contention* sinee representatives of the Washing- 
ton State District and the New York District favored a larger 
Presiding Committee or* at- the weary, least* they wanted . to separate 
from the Presiding Committee the function of handling. the nomina- 
tions for the new National Committee * They argued in f&vor of 
pitting the Nominating Committee- responsibilities into a separate 
committee o .After some' argument^ it was. agreed that the Presiding 
Committee of thirteen members wot&ld handle all bussiness except 
for the. functions of a Nominating- Committee * When the time came 
for, the nominations to to* renewed 9 the Presiding Committee . 
wo^ld, be enlarged to inctadle one representative from e&ch- Party 
District which was not already represented on the Committee <> 

♦i * 

Tm@ Presiding €@mitt@e s m- elected* consisted of 
thirteen iBitmto©^® s with siss speppesentatiws of .the old National 
Ex@©tfflti¥© C^saaaitt®® and sewn .spepfesentatives . of the various . Party 
District® o These were as f@ll@wss 

. National Easeemtive Coaraitt®® 



EUGENE DENNIS 
BEN DAVIS 

ELIZABETH GURXEY FLYNN 
GUS BALL 
JAMES JACKSON 
BY LDMER 



Districts 



ARCHIE BROWN 
ED CBAKA 
■ SAM DAVIS 
TOMMY DENNIS 
DOROTHY HEALEY 
OTRT NELSON 
JAMES WEST 
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Th®s@ individuals ,w@r© ®l®©t@d to tin® Nominating Com- 
mitt®® and the pr®pos©d &geM& for th® Convention was .adopted, 
Thr@© Secretaries w©r@ named for. tin® Conv@nti©n. They were FLO 
HALL,. MM GORDON, and a person from ,N©rth©rn California. 

C@nv®ntion Committees 



Awing th*' other ©ommitt©@s which served during. .the Con- 
vention w®r® th®. following % 

I I «=» BiRT NELSON,. Chairman. 

I k mi BEN BOBBS also served ®n this D ° 

committ©©. blC 

b7D 

Cr@d©ntials Committee => JACK KLING, Chairman. 



N®gr© Committee - CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT , Chairman. 
LESKER mttS also nerved on this committee. 

Appeals Committ®® - TOM NABRIED, Chairman ; 
MORE IS CHILDS, Secretary . MAGNWS NELSON , . EARL 
DURHAM? and "LEE 89 (from Northern California) also 
serod on this committ©©. 

Committee on Party Organization - MICKEY LIMA, 

Chairman. 

Committ©®. on Women °s Matters <= MIMI FRIEDLANDER. 
Defense Committ®© = ELIZABETH G1RLEY FLYNN, Chairman. 



Trad© Pttton Committ®® = IRVING POTASH, Chairman. 



Miscell aneous Resolutions Committ©® <=> ARNOLD JOHNSON, 
Cnairman. tSARL WINTER, Secretary. 

General Resolmti®ns CoMffiitte© = JAMES JACKSON, 
Chairman. 

pirn®- off th© -resolutions, pertinent. dis©t>assi©ns, and pro- 
■ ©©©dings of this Convention will ft® printed "in. fS^S&^'.Htlnsm^cad' 
fthn^f *tfee material will "appear in "Politi^a^ACf^rs'V;, ' 

Keyn©t© Addr©ss toy G1S HALL 

GPS HALL'S keynot© addr®ss was issned in mimeographed 
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ff©rm 0 Bissrimg his remarks, 8a® dealt with th© question ©ff.th® "main 
damger" im sm©h a ffashiom that ffmttsare argwimt amd. discission 
dwimg . tli® Gonwntiofc was ff®r@©l©s®do This .question had toeem the 
topi© ©ff mmm coatrovevsy im mmm ©ff the Bistri©ts amd at some of 
the Bistri©t Contentions o 

After Wi spee©h 9 greetimgs to the Convention were 
.read ffrom Italy amd O^eohoslo-tfakia. 

©mrimg the affterm@®m s®ssi®m ©m ©@©®iito©r 10, 1959 , EARL 
DURHAM s®rv@d as Chairman, A report was given fey BY LWfiER ®m 
disarmamemt* UMBR's report was veil prepared amd dealt with the 
mew sitmati@m ffa©img the Amerl©am eooaie»y as a result off the 
atoat@m@mt ©f th® cold war atw^gte?®. H® ©r©dit®d the agreement 
f@r am eashange of -visits toetween Pr@sidemt EISENHOWER amd Soviet 
Premier KBRVSBCBBY as th® primoipal ©©mtrifeaatimg ffa©tor t© this 
.mew atiaospher®. 

LWER als® spoke atootsat th® heaw reliam©© off American 
capitalism tm a wartime @©®m©my amd resultant d@ff®ms® esspemditsares. 
H© questioned wh®th®r th® e©®m®my eould adjust , with@mt seri©ms 
repercussions, t© a redm©®d ameumt ®f military spemdimg tor®mght 
atoout fey th® tramsiti@m t® a pea©®tl»® ®©©m©my. Alth®ugh well 
prepared amd ©fo^iomsly th® product of th@r@ugh. research, LIMER's 
report received ©mly a lukewarm veceptipn. LDHBR's report was 
als© mime©graph©d amd ffurmished t® th© C@mTOmti®m d© legates „ 

Discussion Rules 

In d®alimg with th® pr®tol@m ©ff th® mumtoer ®ff speakers 
who might wish t® to® heard ®m a particular topic, am agr©ememt 
had toeem r©a©h®d that speakers ©m a particular qu®sti®m ©®mld 
sutomit their mam@s t© th® Pr®sidimg €®m»itt®® immediately after 
th© prim©ipal speaker had giwi his r®p®rt»' A list would to© pre- 
pared ©ff those, who d®sir®d to speak amd afft©r a giwi period of 
time, th® Presiding Conwittee ©@uld dire©t th®. Chairman t® suspend 
th® dis©ussi@m amd torimg the ©rigimal report to a wtt, Amy dele- 
gate wh® had a @p@©iffi© am®md»®mt t© ©ffffer t@ th® feasi© report 
could them ©ffff®r th® a»md»emt amd th® am@md»i>mt would to® imoor- 
porated in th© main report ©r rejected. 

Th@s® wh© had imdi©at®d a d®sir@ t© speak , tout had mot 
to@®m affff@rd®d th© opportunity t® d® so, w©uld remaim ®m th© 
speakers list whil® th® maim speaker ©m th© m®st topi© presented 
his' report o Th®m th®s® individuals would to® permitted t© speak 
al©mg with amy ©thers wh® had placed their names ®m th®. list ff@r 



this latter topi© a Therefore* there was a list of. speakers pre- 
pared for each -major report. given at the Convention, and the .rule 
provided that bo delegate eo^ld speak twice nxmtil all of those - 
who wished" to speak had been heard for the first- time. 

Speakers on- 'the Topic -of* Peace and 
Disarmament 



There were a number, of speakers on this topic after 
LS3JSIER°s report, was finishedo Among them was MILFORD SUTHERLAND ; 
"ARTIE"* from New York? "RALP$"* from Northern California** HELLEN 
NB&SON*' ESTHER C&TOER OTGERj PAHJL . ROBE SON * JR 0 ; MORRIS CHILDS, 
and JOHN HEMJIAN, 

When LUMER°s report was taken to a .vote * the Convention, 
voted. to accept and endorse the main line of the reports 

After, the- dinner hotar on December 10 * 1959, the 
varions Convention, committees were to meet* ■ 

Convention. Sessions on December 11* 1959. 



After a few announcements on the morning of December 
11 * 19500 discission continued on the report -on peace* and disarma- 
ment by HY LUMER 0 JOHN BELLMAN and BILL TAYLOR, both from the 

Southern California District * spoke on this topic*: 

LOUIS WEINSTOCK also spoke on this topic *• and he made, 
the first mention of Hungary* which was the first time, this topic 
had been brought on the Convention floor « WEINSTOCK said he had 
only recently retained, from Hungary and he was severely critical 
of DOROTHY HEA3LEY becatuse of a statement she . had made regarding . 
Hungary in an article appearing in a recent., isssae of "People *s 
World" ♦ WEINSTOCK also ©aid he was very disappointed that the 
Party had not made its position clear with regard , to the question 
of the Hungarian revolution e 

. At this point * CARL WINTER read additional greetings 
from various other Comsranist .Parties 9 including the- Gomsiai&i^f 
Parties of. New Zealand * ATOtralia* Finland , the Netherlands, 
Sweden* and Hungary* He also, read the greetings from the- Commit? 
nist Party of the Soviet Union* which had been obvioTOly held in 
reserve for tb$ purpose, of a dramatic .impact 0 The greetings from 
the .Communist Stety of the Soviet Wnion ,,were mild in natpre* and 1 
emphasised the idea that each of the Comanist Parties would have 
to come to its own conclusions and carry oust its pwn work* The 
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greetings also stated, that th® Coiiiramist Party of the Soviet 
lni®m was ©ertaim that th© African Party would follow this 
advice and w©uld ©merge ^i©t®ri@us 4m reaching th© - c@rrect ans- 
wers in Party w@rk ©he- th© American seen®-. 

Report ©be Int®rnati©nal S@lidarity 

JAMES JACKSON ga¥® a r©p®rt ©n the C©mmunist Party and.. 
int®rnati@nal solidarity* His report was mad® amilatel© to. the • 
delegates in mia&©®graph®d f ©rs®o In. discussions among. s@wral ©£ 
the d®l@gat@s, it was learned that JASKSON had toe®n w©rking ©a 
this report with MORRIS <&RtW8 and had staged up wry late the 
previ@us ©wning im @rd®r t@ ©ompl®t® th®. r®port« JACKSON was. 
ais© prevented from .spending adequate time in preparing his 
report, because of am .argument which had developed am©ng. the members 
of th® Negro. Cemmittee, 

After JACKSON'S repert, th® discussicn was sharply cur-. " 
tailed , sim©® it was getting .late and, according t© the schedule, 

the •Comwmtiom was already tw© reports -tehindo 

Re port ©a th® -Trad® Wniom Question 

IRYING POTASH mm th® report ®m th© trad© uni©n ques- 
tion. His report was generally well receiwi. H® pointed out. 
that th® draft resoluti@m' on. th® trad© Question had already 

been amended im order t© imc©rp@rat® s©*© recommendations which 
had .to®@m received fr©m th© vari©us Stat© Conventions, fl© said- 
th® inclusion ©f this additional material -mad© th® trad© union 
resolution M mor® r©und@d M 0 

As th® first speaker a£t®r POTASH'S report, ANTON 
KRCHMAREK was given esstra time t© speak ©@m©®rmimg recent develops 
ments in ©onne©ti@n with th® steel strike. Oth®r. speakers,, who 
followed KRCHMAREK, w®r© MILTON ROSEN, DOROTHf HEALEY,. EMAN0EL 
BLUM, -HATE SHARPE, .and MARTIN CHANCER. 

Report, on .the Negr© Question 

C3LAU3E MGHTFOOT gave this report as Chairman ®f the. 
Negro Committee, and h® mentioned that there had fe©@n a fight in 
th® meetings ©f th© N®gr® Committee which ©ent@r®d around tw® main. 
issu©s. On® ©f th® issues was ®n th® question ©£ .whether th© . 
fight for th© Negr® p@@pl@ shculd to© united with th© c©nc@pt .of 
an anti~mon@p®ly ©oaliti©n. S©is® nemter® of th© ©®mmitt©@, 
principally . th© N©w Y®rk delegates, felt that this w®uld tend to . 
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weak®® the understanding, of the fact that th® N®gr© litoeratien 
movement at the present time has r@ach®d a high level. Therefor®, 
any attempt to unite th® Negro literati®® movement with the ahti* ' 
m©nop@ly ©®aliti@n c©n©e.pt could retard! the .rat® of advancement 
of the Negr© people.. They argued that it w@uld .to® necessary to 
wait until the rest of the country developed a certain attitude 
and understanding toward the anti-mon©p©ly coalition, .before the 
Negro liberation m@vement .would find it© proper plage. They also 
argued, a©c©rding t® MGHTFOOT, for what they ©all additional 
clarity regarding th® d©finitio® ©f th® a®ti=m@n@p©ly coalition. 

- S©©@®dly, LIGHTFOOT ©aid that th®r® had ale® been strong, 
disagreement in the N®gr@ Coasmittee with regard t® th® proposal 
to abandon th® slogan and ©@n©@pts of self^determinati®® and the 
Negro nation. H® stated that the Negro Committee held another 
meeting ®n that morning. and took a vote ©n the question of abandon- 
ing the sl@gan ®ff self=d®teraiinati®n„ As a result, eighteen voted 
in fa¥®r of dropping, this slogan,, and five voted to retain, it* 

At this saw® meeting, the members of the N®gr© Committee 
had a bitter and hard fight with regard to th© anti-monopoly 
coalition ©@n©@pt, tout eventually began t@ arrive* at a meeting 
of th® minds. Finally, MGHTEOOT said, the Committee set up- a 
subcommittee -©©nsisting ©f PAPL ROBESON, JR. , C01E1S&N YOTBNG, 
and on® ®th®r individual, possibly WIWXAM L. PATTERSON. This sub- 
c®mmitte© was organized i@r th® purpose, of writing a preamble to 
the N®gr® r®s©luti@®- which would bring together th® thinking, of 
th© various members ©f th® ©®iaaitt®® ©n the anti=m®n®p®ly coali- 
tion concept. LXGHT&OOT said that ROBESON had been the strongest 
spokesman for those, wh® led th® opposition t© th® majority in the 
committee. He was. n®t opposed to abandonment of the slogan of 
self-determination* but h® was opposed t® uniting the struggle 
for Negro rights -to. th® anti-m@nop@ly coalition and felt that the 
Negro resolution was generally, weak. 

After LfGHTFOQT°s report 8 EAR5L DURHAM was th® first 
sp@ak©r. DURHAM gav® am. account of the decisions- reached at the 
.Illinois .Stat® Convention on th® Negro <paesti©n. .H@ .particularly 
emphasised the them® ®f th® Illinois resolution, on this, topic, ■ • 
which deals with th®. self ^interest of whit® Americans, who are 
joining- in the fight, for Negro rights. 

An®th®r speaker was HOSM HUDSON, a ■ representative of 
the Southern Regional Committe®, wh© originally ©®m@s, f r@m 
&©uisiana or Alatoama tout n©w r®sid®s in New York City, JXH TORMEY 
also gav© a mild spe@ch on this topi©. Another speak©r.was "CAL", 
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from Washington.. State > who stated that fee ted been gratified. by 
the- whole discission -and that 'in Ms estimation the draft resolu- 
tion on the Negro. question was. a fine docOT@nt. 

CMRUENE MITCHELL also spoke and stated her opposition 
to the proposal for dropping .the- slogan of self-deterMnation.. 
She stated that the national resolution does not adequately 
explain, why this slogan should toe dropped and that there is a need 

for considerable, additional discussion on the matter* 

PETTIS PERRY also spoke wry strongly in opposition to 
the elimination of the slogan regarding self-determination for 
the Negro people. 

MILDRED MC ADORY made some remarks regarding Negro women, 
and WILLIAM L. PATTERSON spoke in support of the majority position 

on the resolution. 

When the resolution was carried to a vote* the main 
line was endorsed, and accented with only a few votes in opposition.. 

During the evening session on December 11, 1959, a 
report was given fey BEN DAVIS concerning the 1960 elections. 
Although the resolution - on the 1960 elections was mimeographed 
and f varnished to the delegates 9 DAVIS did not base his report 
entirely on this- material, bat made some general remarks concern- . 
ing the elections. His comments were very mild and non-controver- 
sial, in nature* and there was no prolonged discission after his 
report. 

Sessions on Decem ber 12, 1959 

Report on Party Organization 

PHIL BART gave the report on Party organisation. His 
Report, was furnished to the delegates in mimeographed form. BART 
•"stated that in order to end all speculation and for the benefit s 
of . those comrades who were interested 9 the ©oiwunist Party at the: 
present time has 6*000 members. 

The discission on MRT°s report was very meager 9 and., 
there was no controversy with regard to this report. Also included 
in his remarks and in the material which was voted upon, by the,, dele- 
gates was a "Draft Declaration of Aims and Tasks™ of the. Communist 
Party. 
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Resolution on the Press 



JACK STACHEL presented the resolution on the „ press., 
and stated during his report that the annual deficit for "The 
Worker" is still $100,000 per year 0 He said that the fund drive 
for "The Worker" was still $10,000 short of the quota for 1959, 
and that it was hoped that this amount could be raised prior to 
the end. of the year 0 He also announced that there would be a 
Midwest edition of "The Worker" in the near future, and he urged 
'the delegates to adopt a slogan which called for renewed publica- 
tion of the "Daily Worker" dtaring 1960 o 

Credent ials C@«ffitt@@ Re gort 

Dssring the afternoon session on December 12, 1959, the 
first and only report of the Credentials Committee was given by 
JACK KLING, who was Chairman ©f .this committee 0 He stated that 
there were a total of 187 people present at the Convention as of 
the time- he prepared the figures for his report* However, in the 
intervening period or prior to the delivery of the report, 41 
more individuals had arrived at the Convention* He said that 
from the original. 187, there were 131 regular delegates, 25 alter- 
nate delegates, 15 fraternal delegates, and 16 visitors* Off the 
41 late arrivals, two were delegates, two alternates ^ five fra- 
ternal delegates, and 32 visitors* This made a total of 228 per- 
sons present at the Convention at that time* 

KLING stated that 16 Districts and/or States were repre- 
sented by the delegates and .alternates at the Convention* Among 
these, he .named New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New England,, 
Michigan, Maryland, District off Colmbia, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Missouri , Washington State, Oregon, California, Minne- 
sota, Texas, and Alabama « 

He stated that there were 112 men and 39 women* Of this 
group, 33 were. Negroes o 

KLING gave the ages off the delegates and alternates as 

follows t 

Age Delegates 

Under 25 years 1 

25 to 35 years 29 

35 to 40 years 22 

40 to 50 years 48 
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< 50 to 60 years 
' Over 60 years 



44 
8 



It was pointed out that two- thirds of the delegates 
were over- forty years of age 0 

With regard to service in* the Communist Party, the fol- 
lowing figures were given s 



It was announced that there were five charter members 
of the Party present 0 

With regard to the various occupations of the delegates., 
the .following breakdown was furnished s 



It was reported that 49 trade union members were in 
attendance o In addition , it was stated that there were only 28 
full-time functionaries of the Party present <► 

Other Resolution s Presented 

As the Convention continued, a number of minor resolu- 
tions, were presented for consideration and discussion* Some of 
these were as follows s 



Resolution. on Women , presented by "RHODA", 
from $ew York 0 

Resolution on Japanese People displaced 
during World War II 0 _ 

- 13 - 




More than 30 years 



Under 10 years 
10 to 15 years 
15 to 20 years 
2® to 30 years 



11 
24 
24 
68 
12 



43 industrial workers 
40 white collar workers 

9 housewives 

2 farm housewives 

5 professionals 

4 sel£=>empl©yed workers 

2 farmers 

3 students 



Resolution on American Indian Affairs. 



Resolution @n Work Am©ng .Mexican~Amerieans . 

This latter resolution was presented by a Mexican- 
American from Southern California. The resolution was very well 
received , and the speaker received a large ovation. In addition, 
a resolution on youth work had been presented by . BILL ALBERTSON. 
There was also a resolution on the Puerto Rican work in the 
United States , and a resolution on the Jewish question, which was 
presented fey a member off the New .York delegation, possibly JUNE 
GORDON. JACK KLING played a major role in the Committee discussion 
on this resolution, according to JIM 'WEST. 

By this time, final action -had been taken ©a all the 
resolutions which were presented t© the Convention, with the 
exception @ff the Main Resolution. The resolution on Party organ- 
ization was adopted without major controversy. In the case of 
each resolution, the Convention took action fey endorsing and 
accepting the main line of the resolution. None of the resolutions 
were rejected and the ©nly substantial opposition which was pre- 
sented came in connection with the debate on the Negro resolution, 
both within the Negro Coammittee and on the Convention flo©r. 

A message had been read at this session of the Conven- 
tion which contain d greetings to the American Party from the 
French Communist Party and which was signed by JACQUES DUGLOS. 

On© of the visitors at the Convention was JUAN RIVERA, 
the President of the Communist Party of Puerto Rico. He had been 
.involved. in an automobile accident after arriving in New York 
City and made a very dramatic entrance to the Convention while 
walking on crutches. R1YER& gave brief greetings, which were 
translated by JESUS COLON, and then left the Convention. 

Report of the Constitution Committee 

BURT NELSON reported for the Constitution Committee, 
since he had served as Chairman of this committee. The report of 
this committee was set forth in a mimeographed document which was 
presented to the Convention delegates. The committee agreed to 
amend the Constitution adopted by the 17th National Convention, 
and set forth the amendments to various Sections and Articles of 
the Constitution. It was agreed fey many of the delegates that the 
proposed amendments would have the tendency to "tighten up" the 
Constitution and it was particularly noted that the method of 
electing the National Committee had been changed and some changes 



were to be made with regard to the "right to dissent" • The 
method of electing the National Committee had been the subject 
of Article V, Section 5, which had been suspended' by referendum 
prior to this $onviehtion. #he proposed amendments presented 
by the Constitution Committee were adopted by the Convention. 

With regard to Article VI of the Constitution, 
particularly Sections 1, 2, and 3, dealing with the "right 
to dissent", members of the Constitution Committee stated 
that there had been a great deal of controversy in the Committee 
on these Sections o As a result, a full discussion on this 

question was purposely eliminated from the deliberations of 
the Committee since there was not enough time to formulate 
a correct approach to the "right to dissent" question along 
the, lines of democratic centralism. After considerable 
fighting within the Committee on this issue it was agreed 
at one point that this part of the Constitution would be 
referred to the incoming NC for re-writing. 

On the next day after this agreement was reached, 
some of the committee members immediately violated the 
agreement and continued to' argue that the Convention should 
disctiss and decide the question of the "right to dissent?. 
Spokespfen for this group were MANNY BLUM and BURT NELSON . BEN 
DAVIS and GUS HALL were then named as a subcommittee of the 
Presiding Committee to meet with the Constitution Committee 
and settle this dispute. After they got together with the 
Constitution Committee and some additional discussion was held, 
it was agreed for the second time that the Constitution Committee 
would recommend to the Convention that the "right to dissent" 
Sections of the Constitution be referred to the incoming NC. 

Despite this agreement, ther e was additional argum ent 
on the floor of the C onvention led by I I b6 

I I He indicated that he wanted the question 

settled immediately by the Convention itself. However, it was 
finally vot^d by the Convention to delegate to the incoming b 
NC the right to redraft those sections of the Constitution 
which deal with the "right to dissent". The Convention decision 
also provided that this action could be taken by the new NC 
without referendum of the membership. 
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Appeals Committee Report 



In a report of the Appeals Committee, it was 
indicated that this committee had rejected all appeals which 
had been presented before it. The committee had received 
appeals from the Northern California group j from the Essex, 
New Jersey, group j .from HARRY HAYWOOD; and a letter from CHARLES 
LOMAN. The committee decided that CHARLES LOMAN's letter did 
not really constitute a formal appeal, and voted to turn it over 
to the New York State Board for appropriate action. 

In connection with HARRY HAYWOOD, the committee voted 
against HAYWOOD, who had been contending that he was not really 
expelled from the Party and that it was a slander to refer to 
him as an expelled Communist Party member. 

The Northern California group had contended that they 
had been subjected to an illegal trial, in which the Constitution 
was not followed. Although there was some substance in this 
appeal, the Appeals Committee rejected the appeal on the grounds 
that many of their other procedures and activities could be 
regarded as slanders against the Party and its leadership. 

In regard to the Essex, New Jersey, chapter, the Appeals 
Committee ruled that this group had finally exhausted all appeal 
procedures, and that the members would have to apply for re- 
admission to the Party as individuals. 

The Convention upheld all the rulings of the Appeals 
Committee, although LOTTIE GORDON and HOMER BATES CHASE argued 
against the decision in the case of HARRY HAYWOOD. 
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Presiding . Coami tt^e^R^port 

CT$ HALL gave a report for the Presiding Coznmittee and 
discussed the methods -of electing, the new, National Committee (NC) . 
He said that fee believe^ J?arty coui d operate,, with' a smaller* 
NC, but that ^he bplk of 'the member$hi£ still .lafcks confidence 
in the Patty •» 'leM§*shtLp ar*d methods of leadership and, therefore, 
a larger NC was being ptopdsfed* He stated that the NC should be 
composed of 50 members of whom .15.codald.be' elected M *t large v 
by. th6 Convention and 'the remaining 35 would be i elected from 
slates prepared by "caucuses, in the, individual States or Districts • 

HALL said that two ballots would be used- in conducting 

this, election and. that, each State caucus would nominate in two 

categories o First, they would nominate individuals whose names 

^wotftlcl. appear, on th^ ballot for their own, State or District and, 

secondly., they wq>uld nominate, candidates to appear on the M at 

latfgfe" ballot • Ttye caucuses wdre.. instructed to list .candidates 

according to ; preference * ■ - 

• i 

t 

; HALL said that after .this was. done, all of the slates 
would.be turned ovey to the Nominating Committee which consisted 
•of the Presiding Committee ,plus additional representatives as 
had been, agreed t upon at tfee beginning of the Convehtioh . 



Th6 number k of NC positions allotted to each State or 
District for nomination on. the caucus ballot was given as follows: 

New Y<d>rk - 8 Maryland and Co - 2 

Illinois - 4 Michigan - 2 

Northern California - 3 ©hio - 2 

California - 3 So-uthern States - 2 



The remaining' Districts were entitled to one candidate 
apiece** They are as fallows i 

Indiana, Minnesota,' Missouri « Kansas, New England, 
New Jersey, Oregon Eastern Pennsylvania, Washington State and 
Wisconsin . - 1 



HALL said that the Party officers,* such as Chairman, 
General Secretary » QtQ. 9 would not be elected by, the Convention, 
but would be elected by the new NC* t He said that the NC would 
meet twice' each year for .an entire' week in plenary sessions* 
He said. it. was hoped that, the Natidnai Executive* Committee (NEC) 
would have 14 or 15 "members * bat that the new NC wouild decide 
this question* ' He, also, stated. that. a Secretariat of five members 
would be established by the new NCo 

HALL f is report was finally « accepted, but not before .there 
had been, s'oime debate with regard .to the- proportional representation 
awarded to some Districts 0 This discission -cnalminate4 in a 
specific proposal byJOJIN BELLMAN that the NC be reduced in size 

45 members by 'eliminating the ..representative from Oregmand 
reducing the representation , of N^w 'York, Maryland.'- Do Co, Ohio, 
Illinois and Northern California . When HELLMAN mentioned the 
Northern ' Calif ornia District , it became apparent that there was 
a regional dispute involved and his proposal was defeated . The 
combined Presiic&'ng and Nominating Committee then took charge of 
election procedures • „ . _ . . . . - . 

Meeting ,of Illigqi^ C^uqu? . • 

' _When the _I1 li n<$>is delegates met, they were presented 
with a propdsal thai the four nominees from Illinois shduld be 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, JAMES WEST, FLO HALL and SAM KUSHNERo On the 
ballot for, the "at . large " nomination's, the Illinois delegation 
nam^d all . the "National f wpctibnarifs lof the Par.ty and also 
included thd , nkmes of DANjJY , QUEEN and GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT f vpm 
Illinois o 

When nominations we^re made for the caucus slate, 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, JA MES WEST. FL Q. JIALLo SAM KOSHNER, NATE SHARPS, b 6 
GERALDYNE I^ISHTFOOT. I | and EARL DURHAM were nominated . h7 

DURHAM and I [ declined and. GERALDYNE L1GHTF0OT agreed ^ 

to run on the "at large" slate . JAMES WEST offered to withdraw J:) ; 
as a candidate in favor of SHARPE since he said he did not want 
to run in opposition to an , industrial, worker* Only the regular 
delegates and alternates w^re ^permitted to 'participate in the 
election o LOLA BELLE HOLMES ^had. been elevated to the status of 
regular delegate due to the absence of EUGENE DENNIS , who had been 
elected by the Illinois District. When a vote was called for, 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT ajid JAMES WEST were unanimously elected • FLO 
HALL received 14 votes f NATE SHARPE received 12 votes and SAM 
KUSHNER got 4 votes. 
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As a result of KXISHNER ? s , defeat p there was a period of 
strained silence aiid M^lMlR appeared to be almost in t&ars. 
LIGHTFOOT offered to run on the tf at large" slate, but changed 
his mind after a few protests. by the.othes*' delegates. 

At this point the Illinois e'au&us meeting endedi at a 
very late hoar on Satwrtfay evening, December 12, 1959. 

Sessions On Sunday, December 13 , 1959 

When the Convention met . again on the morning of 
December 13 , 19§9, it was learned that- the Illinois delegation 
had been canvassed and. . that ..NATE SHARPS- had agreed' to -remove 
hiiaself as a candidate, for .the NCo . Most of the rgst of the 
delegates readily agreed to, this solution.,.- b^t some opposition 
was voiced by JACK KLING, MQLLIE GOLD and EARL DURHAM 0 They 
argued that if JAMES WEST had taken a valid position when he 
offered to withdraw, in .favq^r. of an,. industrial worker and the 
• delegation lat#r el$cted.<a,xi industrial worker, why shpuld this 
industrial worker th$n be persuaded to withdraw his candidacy, 
not for the purpose of substituting another -indnas trial worker 
in his place, put in or^e^ to plac@ SAM KUSHNER on the ballot^? 
These three &~r$ued that .the principle which had been enunciated 
by WEST would be lost if this procedure was followed* Nevertheless, 
the delegation decided to accept SHARPENS withdrawal and replace 
him on the ballot with &0SHNER o ■ 

Results, of New York Caucus Election 

The New York delegates elected eight people to run on the 
New York caucus slat$. Tfe#y w^a?e as follows.* 

PAUL JKOQBS0N, Jr<>, (who received the top vote) 
NAT ROSENBLUTH 
LOUIS WESNSTOCK 
150RT SCHEER 
•HIKE" 
EVY WIENER 
MILT R0SEN 
BILL ALBERTSON 



- 19 - 



This election resulted in the defeat of BETTY 
GANNETT, JIM TORMEY, MIMI FRIBDLANDER, ESTHER CANTER and MILLIE 
MC.ADQRY. .GANNETT and. TORMEY were, later nominated from the 
floor to run on. the caucus slate^ MC'ADORY was also nominated 
to run on the caucus slate, hat declined in favor of having 
her name included on the "at large " slate. FRIEDLANDER was 
nominated for the "at large" slate, but declined in favor of 
having her name placed on the caucus . slate. The nominations of 
GANNETT, TORMEY and MIMI FRIEDLANDER were -regarded as a 
direct attack against the caucus operating within the New 
York delegation. _ , - 

Floor Nominations For 
Caucus Slates 



There were nominations from the floor for the caucus 
slajbes in the following Districts, in addition to New York: 



District 

Northern 
California 



Southern 
California 



Nominated By Caucus 
MIO&EY LIMA 



•J0ANITA" 

BEN DOBBS 
DOROTHY HEALEY 
CHARLENE MITCHELL 



b6 
b7C 
b7D 



Nominated From Floor 
"JOE F" 

"LEE" (both declined) 



BILL TAYLOR 
"ANITA" 



Indiana 
Michigan 



EMANPEL 
BLUM . 

TOMMY DENNIS 
CARL WINTER 



VATJD BENNETT (who' 
chose to run at large) 

BILLY ALLAN (who was 
not present) 



Those nominated on caucus slates without opposition 
were subsequently elected and will be named in the election 
results . 
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"At JLarge" Slate 

G1SS HALL had returned from the meeting of the Presiding - 
Nominating Committee to report that it would be impossible to 
prepare the "at large" slate wiih only 15 candidates. He, 
therefore, requested that 25 NC* members be elected from the "at 
large" slate. There was some disagreement on this proposal 
and HALL was a.sked why it was necessary to increase the size of 
the slate. He replied that the composition of the NC could be 
improved by including the additional members. It was finally 
agreed that there would be 25 members of the new NC elected on 
the "at large" slate. The Presiding <=> Nominating Committee tljen 
came in with a "pyef erred list" of 25 n^itinees on the slate. All 
of these were subsequently elected, with, the exception of WILL 
WEINSTONE who vf&& beaten by MILDRED MC ADORY* 

Floor Nominations For 1 
"At Large" Slate 

The following individuals were nominated from the floor 
for this slate: 

JOHN HELLMAN 
"BILL" from the Sout; 



m NORTH 
GEORGE MORRIS 
MILFORD SUTHERLAND 
NATE SHARPS , 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



SI GERSON for a place on the preferred list and who 
declined n'Qiainatioji), . « . 

"ARTIE" from Sew York (nominated by BB[RT NELSON) 
MIUQ»R$> W 4D0RY ~ * 

ESTHEEt CANTER ( declined) 

Election of Npw . National Commit*®© 



Each delegate was given, two ballots, one' for, voting 
on th$ "at large" sjat© and o#e for voting for candidates listed 
on the caucus slates 0 In order to eliminate th# problem of ^bull^t" 
voting there was a ruling that at leg.st 20 names must be marked 
on the "at large" ballots and at? least 30 names on the caucus 
ballots. Violation of tjiis ruling wokld result in a void ballot 
and there were no void ballots • 
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Summarization By 
GffS/HALL, J , 

- . I - - • ■ • , , i- 

After the balloting* while the Convention was awaiting 

the election results, GU3 HALL gave a summarization of the 

Convention □ He, stated that criticism could foe directed to 

three weaknesses of tjbe Convention • First, although it had 

been a good Convention insofar as unity of line was concerned, 

it must be recognized that the discussion was abstract in 

nature and the delegates, for, the most part, did not speak of 

specific experiences • : He said,. there was a two fold 'cause 

for thiSo The kind of discussion which has been held in the 

Party during the. last three years in which everyone has expressed 

an interest in the line and policy. of the Party was one of the 

causes o , The ath$r,..ipfrre obvious, cause was 'dttucfe there .have 

not b6en too many specific experiences in the Party as yet. 

HALL said that the comrades would have to be realistic 
and recognize that the isolation of the Party has not been overcome* 
He said a principle obstacle which had to be overcome was the 
problem of unity of line and this problem had been largely 
overcome so that there, is a unified line in the Party at the 
pr.esent time on practically . ail issues • However, there should 
be no iXll?4©3^ " that the Party has overcome its isolation 
just because it has arrived at a correct line o 

As the second weakness of tfafe Convention, HALL called 
attention to. wh^t he called certain currents in the Convention, 
Without naming tJqe group who supported BEN DAVIS 9 h$ criticized 
them by saying tiiat th^re hsad been attempts to hinder the emerging 
unity of the Party and that there had been certain factional 
overtones in the Convention. He said that this was true even 
though some of the delegates may. not,, have been conscious that 
they were engaging in this type of, activity ♦ i 

HALL said that so far as he is concerned, from the 
National Of fide on down, everyone will "to© the line" and 
factionalism will be rooted out* He said that even if ft 
comrade has adopted and supported a correct position-, if* this 
position is presented to* the Party, in a Pactional manner, ''the 
Party will take action against him <> 'He' repeated at several 
intervals during his remarks that factionalism is at an end 
in the Party and will not be tolerated*. He also repeated that 
his remarks were intepded to apply to all comrades from the 
National Office on down. 
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HALL did not specify any particular factional line or 
approach which might be the target of disciplinary procedures, 
but he dealt mainly with the method of presentation of a 
particular line or approach 0 He -was very emphatic and unequivical 
in his remarks on this topic • * - 

As a third weakness* HALL named the leadership itself 
and the methods of electing the leadership. He said there has 
been no "ref reshiiig tf of the leadership and there had not been 
the, opportunity to develop a fresh leadership in the Party. 

He thien, discussed the methods, by which the Party 
W2is still compelled to elect the leadership ... He called these 
methods clumsy „ burdensome and almost inoperable. He said this 
is the last time that this Party will hold this kind of election. 
In the future 9 there will be a Nominating Committee established 
at the Convention. This Committee will come in with a slate of 
candidates and additional candidates will be added through 
nominations from the floor. Thai the vot^ will be taken. There 
will be no more State caucus slates. He said that tifce Constitution 
has been amended to provide for -this type of procedure in electing 
*he NCo 

Election Results 

"At, Ljj-rgey Slate 

The following individuals were elected to the NC on this 

slate; 

JAMES ALLEN 
HERBERT APT^EKER 
PHIL BART 
^ ERIC BERT 
JESKS COLON 
BENJAMIN J. DAVI§, Jr. 
EUGENE DENNIS 
ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN 
SIMON GERSON 
GU5 HALL 

CLARENCE HATHAWAY 
JAMES JACKSON 
ARNOLD JOHNSON 
GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT 
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HYMAN LUMER 

MILDRED MC ADORY 

GEORGE MEYERS 

WILLIAM L« PATTERSON 

PETTIS PERRY 

IRVING POTASH 

DANNY QUEEN 

AL RICHMOND 

DANNY RUBIN 

JACK STACHEL 

HELEN ALLISON (WINTER) 

As stated previously, all of those elected appeared 



On the "preferred slate" with the exception of MILDRED MC ADORY. 
Her victory over WILL WE INS TONE was an upset. JOHN HELLMAN got 
an exceptionally low vote. 
Elected on the 



MIRIAM FRIEDLANDER 

Illinois District 

FLO HALL 
SAM KUSHNER 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
JAMES WEST 

Northern California District 



Caucus Slate 



" New York, District 



PAUL ROBESON j Jr. 
NAT ROSENBLUTH 
LOUIS WEINSTOCK 
"MIKE" 

WILLIAM ALBERTSON 
BETTY GANNETT 
JAMES TORMEY 



(The defeat of MILT ROSEN, MORT 
SCHEER and EVY WIENER represented 
a victory for the forces who 
were not in sympathy with the 
DAVIS caucus. These three had 
been earmarked for defeat by 
these forces) 



MICKEY LIMA 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 
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Southern California District 

ben horns 

DOROTHY BEALEY 
CSARLENE M1TCBELL 

Maryland,,- B. Q. ... 

"JAKE" ... ...(This may be a name used by the young 

Negro Who attended the Chicago Youth 
Conference) 

Michigan District 

CARL WINTER . 

Ohio pistrict , 

ED ..CBAKA ." . 
ANTON KRCHMAREK 

The South 

b6 
b7C 

b7D 

Indiana District 

emanoel"bot 

Mi nnesota District 

sabTdavis" 

Missqxi&ri => Kansas District 



"61 MARTIN" 

New England District 

BOMER BATES CBASE 
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New Jersey District 

pat'twhey* 




NORMAN HAALAND 

Eastern Pennsylv ania District 



THOMAS NABRZEB 
Washington S tat® District 
BURT "gAI4F NELSON ~ 
Wisconsi n ..District . 
FRED BLAIR 

WILLIAM... Zi. FOSTER was re-elected unanimously as 
,Chairman Emeritus of the Party. His name was placed in nomination 
by ELIZABETH OTRLEY FLYNN ..and a seconding speech was made by 
"CAL" from Washington State. . . 

Additional and . Miscellaneous , Business. 

Thei?e was.. no argument, on the floor of the Convention with 
regard to the "main dagger" question.' HALL had handled this 
question very cleverly in his keynote address and there was no 
further discussion on this topic. 

Throughout the Convention , the discussion was comparatively 
mild and there was no appearance of thp type of arguments and 
controversy which had. bg@n expected .by! some- ©f those in attendance. 
This was partly due to the firm tone which was set by HALL in 
his keynote address and .partly, due to the fact that much of the 
"teteam" was let off in the committee meetings before a particular 
discussion was presented on the floor of the Convention. Except 
for some '-few very adamtot people, there was no large tendency 
toward stirring up controversy on the Convention floor. 
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Although this Convention was scheduled to review 
figain the question of moving the Party National Office to 
Chicago, tfie question was never opened for discussion on the 
floor of the Convention * There a slight mention made of 
the issue on the first day but no action was taken • FOSTER 
may have contributed to this situation when he referred to the 
idea as a "revisionist proposal .» This had the effect of 
confusing those forces who, were ftot aLa^'sya^at&yi.witb $h$ v present 
leadership and those who supported the present leadership 
did not favor the move to Chicago in the first place* 



During the Convention pl nnimni ■hkaa composed of GEORGE "u c 
MEYERS 9 ED CHAKA and | was named to periodically 7Z 

visit WILLIAM Z 0 FOSTER and keep him informed of the Convention b c 



proceedings . A similar function was performed for EUGENE DENNIS b7D 
by MORRIS CHILDS. Neither DENNIS nor FOSTER appeared at the 
Convention. 

, JACK SHULMAN ran a tape recorder during the Convention 
proceedings. ARCHIE BROWN Northern California served as 
Chairman of one session and rfSnsed t© run for the. NC when names 
were being selected for nomination. 

Meeting _ Of Ngw NC 

I*. was. later learned that the new NC held a meeting 
shortly after the election returns were presented at the final 
session of the Convention. The new NC elected the following 
officers: . - 

GUS HALL General Secretary 

EUGENE DENNIS Chairman 
BEN DAVIS. National Secretary 

HYMAN LUMER Educational Director and 

Secretary of National Affairs 
JAMES JACKSON Secretary of Negro Work and 

the South 

ELIZABETH GURLEY 

FLYNN Vice Chairman 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT Vice Chairman 
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The new Secretariat will be composed of the individuals 
named above with the exception of PLYJJN and LIGHTFOOT. 

During the jConvention, it. was indicated that the new NC, may 
meet in regions although this has not, been finally decided. 
These regions would be:. 



A. The West Coast and Rocky Mountain Districts 



B. Midwest District 



C. 



Eastern Seaboard Districts 
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: <2q jpenjfe- and Analysis 



In comments furnished after the Illinois State 
Convention, a prediction was made that the National Convention 
, wotild tiot advance the American Party more than one half step 
forward if it 0ari?3Ted it forward at all, insofar as overcoming 
the s problems of the Party in tlie United States is concerned. 
This estimate was based on the fact that the line is very weak 
because it is not at all fresh and does not take into account 
some very fundamental new developments on the American scene 
which the Party must recognize. *It was also based on the fact 
that the Party leadership was not geared to work in the manner 
required by new developments and the Party leaders do not have the 
ability to implement new methods* 

Nothing took place during the 17th National CQnvention 
which would justify any substantial alteration in this estimate. 

It can be expected that the Party will experience a 
very unified leadership around GUS HALL. The vote for HALL at 
the Convention was unanimous with the exception of one vote. Even 
those who were accused of conducting themselves in a factional 
manner wanted HALL as the top leader of th ; e Party. 

EUGENE DENNIS is now a figurehead in the Party. He 
will write a few articles and chair a few meetings and carry out 
some of the other functions of an elder statesman. It would not 
have made one iota of difference if DENNIS had been able to be 
present at the Convention. People were ready to place him in a 
secondary position and this attitude cannot necessarily be traced 
/to a power struggle but merely represents a recognition on the part 
of the delegates that DENNIS could not do the job required to pull 
the Party together. BEN DAVIS had "run over" DENNIS tooodften 
and people were getting tired of it and were determined not to 
allow it any l&ore. 

In the election of HALL, tljere was no real contest. 
HALL is the only dynamic figure who faa-s appeared on the scene 
since the 16th National Convention. No other Party leader has been 
traveling all,, over the country, shaking everybody 1 s hand, discussing, 
arguing, and making policy. 

BEN DAVIS played a very quiet role in the Convention. 
He gave his report and continuously baited BILL AIJBERTSON but he 
never took the floor in any of the major discussions* Tie never 
took the floor in the discussion on the Negro question. ?he only 
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time he became somewhat excited was during the nominations for the 
National. Committee* In the National 'Committee elections, DAVIS 
came out in the middle. He was neither at the top nor at the bottom 
and received the lowest vote which had ever been given him. In 
addition, he was disheartened when several of his supporters were 
defeated on the New York caucus slate." 

In his new position as National Secretary, DAVIS has a 
public relations type of position in which he will serve as 
spokesman for the Party at various times on various issues. 
However, this position does not give DAVIS a hand on the reins 
of the Party and he will have little actual control over the day 
to day operations of the Party. 

JAMES JACKSON wants to be an international representative 
for the Party but, for the time being, he will be in charge of 
Negro work and the South. He made it clear that he only expects 
to hold this position temporarily until such time as the National 
Executive Committee, is organized and a division of labor among the 
leadership can be worked out. 

JACKSON does not want to. remain in charge of Negro work 
and CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT. has indicated that he is interested.^in this 
position. LIGHTFOOT has. been debating whether he should -leave 
Illinois and has indicated he would like to assume a strictly "\ m 
national Party position. However, he may not necessarily move 
to New York City in order to assume the duties 'of such a position. 
There is- an amiable understanding between .LIGHTFOOT and JACKSON 
since LIGHTFOOT wants the Negro work post and JACKSON does not 
want it and neither wanlsBEN DAVIS to have it because they are 
convinced,, that DAVIS would not do an adequate job. 

PHIL BART will probably continue as Organization 
Secretary in spite of the fact that BART has little organisational 
^iliiy... H:e can keep* records* and performs his: .best service 
a.a,cfch6se situations' where a good* bookkeeper" is axetededV " ;r 

Is GUS HALL strong enough to pull the Party together, 
rebuild it and put it on the r®ad to future growth and progress? 
"Probably no- one is, but HALL is the only one who can try. 

There has been a little enthusiasm generated by the 
Convention but the Party will, in the main, be in the same: kind of 
a rut because no matter what the leadership tries to do, it is still 
the same leadership. The addition ©f a few people like HERBERT 1 \. 
APTHEKER, to the National ■ Committee has some significance, but the 
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composition of the Seer e tar %&t and of the new National Executive 
Goi&mittee, when elected, should be examined-, it is hard to see 
how the composition of the National Executive Committee can be 
changed* The old methods of work are pretty ingrown in the 
Party and they are grossly inadequate. Nevertheless , HALL will 
try a few new ideas and may get a few results . Some of the "exes", 
who- have been on" the fringe of the Party, my come back. There 
may even be an increase of 400 to 500 in Membership around the 
country. But there will be no enduring significant growth in the 
Party because the Party is not tackling the main problem. An 
example l^the luke warm reception given to HY LUMER's report at ^ 
the Convention. LUMER delivered the only really interesting report 
given at, the Convention, from a Marxist point of view, because he 
actually ' dug into and examined the protoleias of American capitalism. 
But the ..response and discussion on the report was almost 
indifferent . 

There is nothing different and challenging in the new 
Party program. It represents an omnibus type of effort. It is 
not difficult for Party leaders and the membership to become 
stimulated and a little excited at Convention time under the spell 
of a few "rah rah" speeches and ambitious future goals. But, 
when the Party is forced to face reality and required to define 
the role of the Party in relation to some recent new developments 
on the American scene, there is no answer. GUS HALL is no fool 1 
and should not be under estimated. He is' a good-^igai!iS?^v3S5"'is 
capable of straight thinking and is a lot less inclined toward 
double-*aik^and equivocation than other Party leaders. A lot of 
people admire this latter quality about him. 'He will make some 
contribution and some difference in the Party leadership but he 
is surrounded by mediocrity and, unless he is able to get some 
brains into. the active operative leafershi^,_ , He. will not be 
able to solve a lot of problems. 

In this connection, it is no' accident that a few of the 
intellectuals like HERBERT APTHEKER and JAMES ALLEN were placed 
on the National Committee along with LUMER e Although the election 
of people of this type is contrary to Party policy, since the 
representatives of the working class are supposed to be elevated 
to leadership, the Party needs these people in leadership so .that 
they may engage in research, analysis, and interpretation and HALL 
knows it. 

For a few years there will be a tig&^ening up of the 
organization and it will be HALL's role to oversee this process 
so that the Party may eventually get into a position where its 
research and analytical arms can be expanded. However, in the 
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current period, time cannot be spent for this type of activity 
while there are still people leaving the Party, raising contro- 
versial questions on ideological matters and failing to place 
sufficient etaphasis on organizational approaches and responsibilities. 
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©a I lBes?son&lly furnished the writer 

with a report (located to I |©f the 17th National 

Convention, CP, W&s, feeM In New York City, 12/10-33/59. This 
report is set forth verbatim below s 

"12-10-59 

-■ •-• "national Convention of the Communist Party convened 
on 12-10-59 at the Hotel Theresa, Mew York, N.Y. 

"EH2ABETH a. FLWM was the chairman for the morning 
session. ¥e sang the Star Spangled Banner. 

"BEN MVX3 Chairman of the N.Y. Communist Party, gave 
a welcome address and he said he hoped the Convention would -toe a 
fruitful and harmonious ©ne 0 

"Greetings were sent from WILMM FOSTEH. 

n $fflm $m&Bm read greetings from the Communist Parties 
of India* @reat Britain, Norway, Japan, Wraquay, Bulgaria, and 
Israel . 

"There were thirteen comrades ©hosen to aet as the 
presiding ©ommltteeo 
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"There was s@me discussion on this proposal because of 
the composition of the 13 - there weren't any rank & file. Three 
secretaries were elected to take notes for this convention. 

"KITTY from H. Cal. Fid® - 111. and JUNE a. of N.Y. 

"Afternoon session - 12-10-59. Chairman EABX DUNEL. 
Committees and Chairmen were announced. It was decided that each 
speaker foe allowed 7 minutes Parliamentarian to assist Chairman 
is not of lew York. 

"OTS EJUS gave the keynote speaeh = He spoke of the 
past assaults on the CP. - how we had just come out ©f crisis 
of revisionism. How we must become a more Marxist" Party to do 
things as true Cewiimigto He talked also of the' 16th Nat. Conven- 
tion of the C*P„ how there were many "weaknesses, but in spite 
of them it was a positive achievement. 

"The 17th convention is in a healthier atmosphere, not 
as much red toaiting as it had was toeen and within the party 
left-seetarianiim & dogmatism lave been in the main eradicated. 
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"Me are ©oming int® a new era in the life of @ur nation* 
@ur people & @ur party. The balan©e @f strength is in the direction 
tf a soeialisfc world. She eM of era of imperialism. 

■ * » 

"Amerioan industry must . a@©ept that todays ©ustomers may 
fee tcitt@rr@ws @©mpetlt@rs. 

"Fight for pea©© - peace f@r@es are the strongest - how 
disarmament and pea©e ©an build unity throughout the world. How 
youth are becoming active in the pea©e struggle,, He also spoke on 
the problems of ®ur party and what we ©an do in the future - end 
negativism by activity. &earn to apply Maoism & Leninism. 

"H®w the American press haw planted stories about 
struggle for power within ®ur party. 

"<JAMES JAOKSM gave us other greetings from Italy. 

"Part I & II of main res©luti@n to be given to us by 
Pea©© & disarmament" by HIT 



HUWK 



"We should have total disarmament. Military expenditures 
wasteful. Was hysteria, fhese are some ©f the speakers . MOKRISS 
®f 111. E3KAN0R - Wash. PATO - N„Yo I \. im ~ b6 

"After dinner we went t© our ©ommittee meetings - I was b7c 

®n the pea©e ©©mm. HY was ©haiman & W fr®m"Wash. St. our t>7D 
se©retary. We were told t© real ®ur 2@s@lutions & we would have 
our meeting Frl. during ®ur lunch h©ur. 



"After waiting for my roommates AMITA R 0 & 
©ome from their meetings we left at 10s45 P.M. 



to 



"Presiding Committee of the 17th National Convention of 
Communist Party of W.SoA. 13 



"1. B9SHNIS N..Y. 

2. @m mm MoY* 



by Bmm 

EM2o ¥ 0 FL1M NoY. 
BESS DAVXES MoY. 

WEB =.11-1. 
CBS GKS ° ©hi® 
9.o VQHBT DMHIS - m©ho 

10. ARCHIE mwm M/©alo 

11. B©B»JY HEAIEY - 'S/Bal. 

12. DA¥IS - Minn-. 

13. BK mmm - Washington State 
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Peace & disarmament 
I960 Elect ions 



Tra.de Unions 
Youth 

Defense of ©or Party 
Cohsitution 



latin American 
Appeals 



[ 



"12-10-59 = N*Y* 
"Chairman 

HY 1MB 
BE$ DAlfaES 
BMTOE IJGHTFO0T 
IRVING POTASH 
BILL ALBERTSON 
EHZ, Go FLYNN 
BEET NEI&ON 
ARNOLD JOHNSON 
TED BASSETT 
TOM N j BRIED 



] 
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aE©BGE MYERS 

"12-11-59 
PAT TOTOHY - Chairman 

"Continued discussion , on Main report • Negro resolution 
committee was excused. from convention .to have a meeting . 



"BILL TAYD9R- 
to develop£ the Party • 



Haw't® developje Trade unions and the masses 
""program* 



on his 2 months tour of Europe - he 

thought the main resolution weak. 

"Greetings were read- from the Communist parties of" ' 
New Zealand, Australia* Finland* Netherlands, Swden, Hungary, and 

UetSoSoRo 

"ARCHIE BROWN spoke on Economics & Peace , 

"IRVING P6TASH gave the Trade Wnioh report - How strike® 
are sweeping, through America • How the strike movement is the most 
©ignif leant fight hack development since labor movement* 

"The ■ situation in the labor movement* The stature of 
Negro trade unionists in struggle for equal rights" - -greater 'political 
independence in labor ranks* X«a4tan, ©riff in, Kennedy Laws. 

"There is a growing dissatisfaction -from the" 'failure to 
deal with problems of Automation, unemployment, organization 
speedup, union, democracy and other issues* 
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"The social system of Socialism is only way the people 
can get the maximum benefits from automation and other technical 
advances, 

"Desire for peace the world over is strong among the 
rank & file of the trade union. 

"The KRUSHCHEV »s visit has greatly advanced the fight 
to end the cold war & bring peaceful coexistence. 

"The struggle for Negro rights in labor- To organize the 
unorganised especially in the south . 

"Independent Political Action - to achieve this' all Left 
Us progressive forces in trade unions should devote their attentions 
and energies o 

"Communist Party within trade unions have had all' their 
rights destroyed through anti-communist provisions in the Taft 
Hartley Act. 

"During lunch I met with the Peace committee. 

"Project more forcefully. Peaceful alternative to cold 
war, The women question will be included in peace resolution. 
Barimg war industry in Seattle is the reason for high taxes - 
project this in new resolution. 

"The Communist Party exists because of our economics - 
■ cold war & monopolies. 

"Friday afternoon - -32-11-59 

"DOROTHY HEAXSY = Failure to develope a political line 
along with our political party - bread - land' ts peace are what 
we're fighting for - We will lead the alliance against monopolies. 



hasn»t any union .- 'trade b6 
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union 'is passing over t© defensive. Now militant blood' in Trade 
Unions . 

"Farm workers 1/4 Mex. toer. 1/4 Negro 1/2 Anglo. 

"With the many youths in labor and head of departments 
we should try to recruit them. 

"Negro Resolution ~ LXGHTFO0T adopting of Political 

line & main points of resolution - Main line and substance of the 
17th Convention on the Negro Question be adopted. 

- 6 - 
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"Brop the slogan - self determination^ Negro labor alliance j 
Willing of franchise for Negr©s"'& poor whites in Souths Struggle for 
equality in education and housing & etc* 

"The cost of discrimination is an economical ©ne. 

"Negro Question is not a tactical question but a 
practical one* We have lost influence in the Negro area* 

"Moslem movement is growing with 70*000 members. 

I Task of party is to project a Left into K7 „ 
mass organisations. D/L 

b7D 

"D©esn»t think the Negro question a national one. 

"PEETXS PERRY - Against dropping tie slogan self determina- 
tion. 

"Friday night - 12-11-59 

"Report from the ©oaamunist Party of Canada from, tape 
recorder. Report on EUGENE DENNIS - he has had a slight stroke. BEN 
DAvTES on I960 elections » Peace disarmament & labor. Special 
attention to China & latin America. 

"Broad mass electorial line. Quote from RAY WILKENS 
N.A.A.G.P. "Congress did not pass any concrete civil rights program. 
Think of the Rep. party in 8 &0. D 

"Time for a third Political Party,, a working class. 

"Party"® roles We have to find a broad line to influence 
people who are not in agreement with us. 

"JOHN HEHMAN gave the Farm Resolution. 

"Report, of credentials comm. 

"Sat, 12-12-59 

"HATHAWAY - Chairman 

"PHIL BART s On Party Organisation. To overcome apathy* 
certain concepts &• shortcomings that have remained with us from 
the past. 

"Gear the Party to its mass policies. 
"Master the United front, 
- 7 - 
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"Strengthen the Party for its mass, tasks. 

"Develop Collective Works Party discipline - membership 
will no longer take the word of leadership but insist on being 
convinced a help formulate policy . 

"Then was a letter from a Gal. college asking E. DENNIS 
to address an assembly as a Communist. 



"Resolution on India and also Japan by KITTY. 
"Mex. Amer. resolution by 
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"12-12-59 
Afternoon Session 



"Greetings from France, 

"GUS HAH* on National Convention elections. Proposing a 
smaller N. Comm. 

"There was then a proposal for a longer Nat. Comm. to 
Insure more rank & file. 

"National Committer will meet" twice a year for a week 
period to set policy for each six months. 

"Nat. Comm. will elect National Executive Comm. 

"ALBERTSON on Youth - 

"Program for youth. 

"Federal aid as necessary for free education through 
college j free from loyalty youths guarantee for higher skills i 
Freedom of students to organise study* formulate & act on their 
own proposals. 

"All of these rights in a world of peace - Linking of 
youths with all other movements. 

"Greetings from Germany. BERT* Wash, state, on Constitution. 
We went into caucuses among our own delegates to get our preferred 
list for elections. 

"CHARLENE M. 
DOROTHY H. 
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BEN D e 
JOHN H. 
ANITA R, 
BILL To 

"JOHN was placed on the at large list, DOROTHY, BEN & 
CHARLENE were elected for our preferred list. ANITA R. and BILL T. 
will be placed on ballot, 

"We adjourned to go home & dress to come baek to the 
party at 9s 15 P,M. ■' 

"P.S. GUS HALL stated at our delegation - When we become a real 
Communist Party our leadership would be given us - not by sections 
or rank & file but by our political knowledge, 

"Sun. 12-13-59 

"Jewish Questions JACK KLINS 

"Appeals Comm, - TOM NABRIED of E, Penn. Strenthen the 
democracy of our party - Line of Flexiability. Struggle for ideolo<- 
gical unity in @ur Party, 

MORRIS CHXLDS presented four cases - B.B. & M. G. appeals 
were denied from N/Cal, they were expelled, 

"New Jersey case denied for third time. HARRY HAYWOOD - 
appeal denied. CHARLIE LAUMAN lettrr sent back to N.E. C, 

"Financial report of CP, USA* 

"1957 - 196,079 
def. 108,000 

1958 ~ 133*082. 

1959 - Nine months report. 

f 92, 812, 55 
On hand $11,800.45 

"BEN DAVIS talked on our fraternal delegate JUAN SANTOS 
Riviera President of the Communist Party of Puerto Rico, who was 
struck by a cab after getting t© N, York, - he came from the 
hospital to give his greetings. He seemed to be in a lot of pain. 
His speech was translated by JESUS COLON. PAT TOUGHY presented 
him a gift of flowers and a welcome speech. 

"Resolution Conaaittee. 

"JOE NORTH spoke on Cuba. 

"ELIZABETH G„ PLYNN - report on election. Comrade WM. 
Z. FOSTER as chaixman emetrics of the C.Po UoSoA. 

- 9 - 
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"There was a speech to second the motion. 



"Discussion of our at large nominees to the N. Comm. - 
to improve the composition was not done. 

"On Benfense of our Party. On Peace was read by 'JO' 

of Wash. 



"their resolution on peace was noted down by Peace Comm. 
"Summary by GUS HALL. Removed obstacles - some of us 



have changed politically during this convention. He thought the 
party was harmonious - we have one line, one direction & one 
policy. 



"Not enough discussion on concrete principles - tried to 



cover too much in four days - To him ail factionalism from top to 
bottom - not to do things in a factional way regardless of how 
right we feel we are, 

"When policy was not dear factionalism could be tolerated 
but not anymore. 



"Victims ©f our society in US. - farmers, labor minorities. 



"Main resolution was adopted. Elections - 132 voting 
delegates. Ballots were returned at about 12s35 A.M. 



"New Yorks pref fered list were not all nominated - They 



said S. Gal. was to blame. BILL TAYLOR of S. Cal. was angry about 
elections and said he not ever again take leadership in the 
Party. 

12/11/59 "Credential Comm. report-of the 17th Convention of 
Communist Party of U.S. A* 12-10-13-59 lew York, N.Y. 



"131 reg. delegates 
25 alt. 

15 frat. 

16 visitors 

187 in attendance 

"16 States & districts 



"Main task - g 
contact with & guide it. 




"New York 
New Jersey 



N. Calif . 
S. Calif. 



E. Penn 0 
Michigan 
Illinois 
Wisconsin 



Maryland & Wash. B.C. 

Ohio 

Indiana 

Washington State 



- 10 - 



LA 100-26044 

Alabama Texas 
Missouri Minnesota 
Oregon 

"Composition 

"112 male 
39 female 
33 Negroe 

"Age 

Under 25 1 del. 

25-35 29 " 
35-40 yrs. 22 
40-50 " 48 
50-60 " 44 
Over 60 8 

"2/3 of the CP. U.S. A. are oyer 40 yrs. of age. 

"Length of time in the C.P.U.S.A. 
Under 10 yrs - 11 

10-15 " - 24 

15-20 " - 24 

20-30 " - 68 
Over 3© " - 12 

"Charter members - 5 
"Occupations : 

"Industrial workers - 43 

White collar " - 40 

Housewifes 9 

Professionals 5 

Self employed 4 

Farm 2 

Students 3 

"Trade Unions members - 49 

"There are 28 full time Party workers - with EUGENE 
DENNIS that is ill makes 29. 

"12-13-59 

"Delegates elected at large for the National Comm. of the 
Communist Party of U.S.A. at the 17th National Convention. 
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"1. GUS HALL 131 

2. DANNY - 'youth' 126 

3. J, COLON 122 

4. J. JACKSON 122 

5. E. PLYNN 120 

6. MEYERS 118.4 

7. H. APTHECKER 117.8 

8. PATTERSON 116.7 

9. HATHAWAY 111.4 

10. DANNY 'youth', 110.7 

11. IRV. POTASH 109.8 

12. HY LUMER 109 

13. P. PERRY 107.7 

14. B, DAVIES 107.4 

15. JOHNSON" 106.4 

16. E. DENNIS 104.7 

17. C. LIGHTPOOT 103 

18. J, ALLEN 98.1 

19. E. BERT 93.7 

20. ALLISON 91.7 

21. AL RICHMOND 87 

22. J, STACHEL 84.5 

23. BART 81.4 

24. SY 6ERS0N 77 

25. MILLIE M. 63.9 

"12-13-59 

"These are the members elected to the National Comm. of 
the Communist Party of U.S. A at the National Convention: 

"States 

"New York 8 

PAUL 105.1 

NAT 92 

WEINSTOCK 106.3 

ALBERTSON 105.1 

BETTY 6, 82.4 

J. TOUMEY 79.1 

MIMI 60.4 

MIKE 101.3 

"S. Calif. 

"CHARLENE M. 109.1 

DOROTHY H. 81.5 

BEN D. 99.7 
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MICKEY L. 
JUANITA 



"KUSHNER 
C. LIGHTFOOT 
WEST 
FLO HALL 



"Winter 
DENNIS 



"KRCHMAREK 
ED. 



"CHASE 
"PAT TOUCHY 
"JAKE 

"BLUM 

"C 0 MARTIN 
"P. BLAIR 



"No Calif. 

114 

114 



- "Illinois - 

100 
119 
102.7 

111 



- Michigan - 



114 
116 



- Ohio - 



125 
111 



- New England - 

90,2 

• New Jersey - 

118.3 

- Maryland - 

124.7 

- Indiana - 

94*3 

- Missouri ~ 

122 

• Wisconsin - 

123 
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"SAM DAVIES 
"TOM NABRXED 
"BERT NELSON 
"Holland 



- Minnesota - 
123 

- East Pernio - 
124 

~ Washington State - 

101a 3 

- Oregon -> 

101.3 

- South - 

127 
127 
124 



"12-10 thru 13-59 

"Comrades that I met or knew at the 17th Nat. Convefcion of the 
Communist Party of tfoSoA. in New York N 0 Y. 

"GUS HAXiL 
ELIS, Go FLYNN 
• HEN DAVIES 

hy wsmc 

JESUS COLON 
JOE NORTH 



WJ 



b6 
b7C 
b7D 



S2SWRS& 



HEN" 

JOHN HEL3EM6N 
JOE MARTINEZ 
ANITA R0ST0DHA 
DOROTHY HEAXsEY 
ROSE K3JSNITZ 
REVA MtfCHA 
CHAREENE MITCHELL 
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msxs to 

BILL TAYLOR 

CLAUDE LIGHTF00T - 111. Negro- - Chairman 
"Friday GEBAIDXME LJGHS?©OT - 111. * 

JAMES JACKSON - . N.Y. " 

JAKE - Maryland - Negro - hearing 

•JO 8 Seattle Wash. Anglo- about' 48 yrs„ 

SAM - E„ Penn. - Negro - dark - 5*9" ' , r 

ROCHESTER " about 48 or 50 yrs. b6 

"Friday BILL CRAWFORD " Negro - very fair about 38 yrs. b7C 

AL RICHMOND N/Oal. - ' b7D 

DANNY - Mich. -youth - Jewish - about 5' 7" 

CARL WINTERS- - Mich. 

MICKEY LIMA - N/€al. 

ENY WEINER No Y. - anglo - crippled - 5' 2" 
PAHT. .BCBE SON JR. - N.Y. - 
I \ N/Oal. - Negro - dark - 5' 10" 

BETTY GARRET - N.Y. anglo - 50 55 yrs. 5 '3" 
PAT TQX3EHY - N. Jersey - 55 or 60 yrs anglo- Lat. Amer. 
TOM NABRlED - E. pernio Negro - light br. 45 yrs. 5» 9" 
BERT NELSON - Wash. So anglo - large built - about 42 yrs. 
MB!I N.Y. - Jewish - 5 "3 s 
MIKE - NoYo ■• Mex. Amer. 
LXLN/Cal. - Jew. female 5«4" 
VIRGINIA Eo Penn. Jew. f em. 5' 3" 
ARCHIE BROWN - N/Cal. 
GEORGE MORRIS - reporter for The Worker 
EARL DT3NEL - Negro - about 34 yrs about 5»11" 
MILDRED EDEXMAM - Negro - Sat. Comm. N.Y, 
MORT - N.Y. Parlimentarian - Anglo - large 
I I So anglo- - 5 J 10" sandy hair 

JUAN SANTOS RIVIERA - Pres. of CP. in Puerto Rico 
HAROLD COLLINS • - alt. N.Y. 
LOTTIE GORDEN - anglo. short grey hair 5*4" 

"All ©f the above named were at the the National Conven- 
tion erery day (except friday when BILL C. & GHRALHQJE L.) came." 

ACTION. 

Informant was thoroughly interviewed concerning the above 
and could add nothing further. 

All necessary astion in connection with this memo has 
been taken by the writer. 
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EMORANDUM * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 



: DIRECTOR , FBI (100-3-69) 



DATE: 12/24/59 



FROM : SAC, NEWARK (100-4284E) 



SUBJECT: CP, USA 

NEW JERSEY DISTRICT 
NEWARK DIVISION 
ORGANIZATION 

IS - c 



THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION SHOU LD NOT BE DISSEMINATED 
UNLESS CAREFULLY AMD PROPERLY PARAPHRASED . 

The following information was furnished to SA JOHN 
A. HAAG and SA VINCENT E» MURPHY bv I I on 12/2/59. 

This is a partial ronnrt and additional details will be 
obtained from I I 

Bureau (REG. MAIL) 
,(1 100-15716) 
New York (REG. MAIL) 
(1 100-16021) (ARNOLD JOHNSON) 
(PHIL BART) 
(BEN DAVIS) 
(WILLIAM Z. FOSTER) 
(GUS HALL) 
(1 100-133698) (GREEN-WINSTON 

AMNESTY COMMITTEE) 
(ROBERT THOMPSON) 
(COMMITTEE FOR 
CLEMENCY FOR 
MORTON SOBELL) 




100-56579) 
(1 100-23825) 
(1 100-9365) 
(1 100-^84994) 



(1 100-27452) 
(1 100- ) 
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40 



(1 

Newark 
(1 100-16195) 
(1 100-38042) 
(1 100-38123) 
(1 ' 
(1 



(WALTER BARRY) 
(JOE BRANDT) 



(1 100-2988) 

(1 100- ) 

(1 100-25222 

(1 100-35999) 

(1 100-35106) 

(1 100-35442) 



(1 100 r 43257) 
(1 100* ) 

(1 



(FRANK CHANDLER) 
(JOHN DILLON) 
(DAN FITZGERALD) 
(SCHEINDEL GALANTER) 
(LOTTIE GORDON) 
(DAVE GORDON) 



(1 100-30926) 

(1 100-17002) 

(1 100-32233) 

(1 65-770) 

(1 100-25417) 
OT 
(1 



(ART HBYMAN) 



1 



(gert umm 

(ALEX MILLER) 
(LEW MOROZE) 
(JOHN NORMAN) 
^JACK QSTERWEIL) 

0-34119) (ART OWENS) 
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(1 100-40574) 

(1 100-23214) 

(1 100- ) 

(1 100-2S813) 



(PAT TOQHEY) 
(DAVE VINES) 
(IDA VIMS) 



(FRANK WITKUS) 
(EDITH ZELTSMAN) 
(MARCUS ZELTSMAN) 
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December 2, 1959 

This is a partial report on the State Convention 
of the COMMUNIST PARTY (CP) of New Jersey* It was held all 
day Sunday, November 29, 1959, starting at 10:00 a.m. and 
adjourning at 6:00 p.m. Its sessions took place in the 
Labor Cooperative Hall above a tap room on Ann Street, which 
is between Sixth and Seventh Streets in Harrison, New Jersey, 
The minutes of the convention, the official order of business, 
and the official report of the Credentials Committee are 
available for reference as supplementary material and will be 
only referred to in this preliminary report * This report is 
more of an over-all reference to the type of gathering it was 
and a general characterization of what happened at the meeting . 
It also tries to indicate the meaning and scope of the contending 
forces and the issues and disputes around which they are battling* 

At the highest point of the convention, there were 
about 33 voting delegates. In no sense does this represent 
the actual organizational reflection of the strength of the 
Party in the state. Those represented openly at the convention 
were actually more the periscope, while the body of the ship 
was not observable. There were many more delegates who were 
not at the convention and were discouraged or actually instructed 
not to appear. These represent what the Party likes to call 
shop and trade union forces, leaders and members active in 
peace organizations, in political organizations, and similar 
so-called larger bodies. Their absence from the convention 
is due to the Party 1 s security restrictions. The first 
conclusion is, therefore, the body of delegates was only a 
partial reflection of the personalities > representation, and 
leading figures of the movement in the state. 

The convention gathered under the stresses of the 
divisions and unresolved state of many disputes and problems 
which originated in the earlier factional struggle of several 
years ago. While the Party ostensibly is united and pursues 
a so-called unified political line, the strains and continuation 
of disputes and maneuvering between various leaders and 
personalities are as strong as ever, although reflecting 
themselves in a new or different fashion than the previous 
struggle. Included in these disputing trends and groupings 
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is the body of people firmly adhering to the pro-leftist, 
hard-boiled line, of which WILLIAM Z. FOSTER and BENJAMIN DAVIS 
are the recognized national exponents • There are several 
who retain the conceptions and views of MARTHA STONE, JOHN 
GATES, and the so-called revisionist anti-Party crowd who 
deserted sometime ago. These few elements* like NORMAN* 
remained in the Party in order to continue their fight 
against the pro-FOSTER elements like the GORDONS, MOROZEs, 
and others, and adopted a program of unremitting opposition, 
hostility, and factionalism* A third current reflects the 
role of GUS HALL in national affairs and the voice of HALL 
in the New Jersey mixup is assumed by JOE BRANDT. Other 
currents are reflected by FRANK W1TKUS, ostensibly neither 
a rightist or a leftist, but when the chips are down, usually 
is found supporting the NORMAN pro-rightist view* WALTER BARRY 
is a school of philosophy in himself., During the course of 
the internal disputes over the past several years ^ he has 
veered from championing the ultra-leftist to the rightist and 
eventually ice skating into a so-called centerist, middle-of-the- 
road position* The contradictions of his course are such that 
he usually finds himself also subverting the rightist views* 
Standing in the middle of these many currents and cross-currents 
is TOOHSY, the State Chairman, who has the task of keeping these 
disparate groupings from ripping each other apart*. The only and 
fairly consistent support TOOHSY receives is from several of the 



new and y ounger members of | | bb 



| l and others* The interplay of politics between these 



j b7C 
groupings is such that the State Chairman has the constant task of 

watching he does not become outmaneuvered by permitting a D L 

gangup against him by one or two or more of the other groupings, 

which is a development which occurs rather frequently* The 

strains between these groups and the currents they represent 

have been accentuated with the nearness of these conventions 

and sharpened by the open appearance of similar division in 

the ranks of the national leadership* The intra-Party 

struggle takes on, therefore, one of an intrigue, connivance, 

and activity for the superiority of one of these groups over 

the other and, if need be, at the expense of and destruction 

of another* Consequently, at any moment, on any point of the 

order of business, or on the least provocation, these 

inner conflicts and relationship of forces might find themselves 

publicly erupting and possibly to an extent as would result in an 

open split between the fighting forces. However, since none of 
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these groups, with the exception of the pro-rightist group, is at 
the moment interested in provoking such a sharp and immediate 
resolution of things, they are all restrained to do their 
fighting up tOj but short of, actual war* This restraint 
keeps them in somewhat of a mood to not let things reach an 
irreparable point, but within the framework of that slight 
restraint, anything goes, and any tactic or measure, no matter 
how unethical or brutal, is considered permissible. This 
situation has been called by some Party people as one of 
"political cannibalism" ♦ 

In preparing for the convention, the foregoing back- 
ground and clashes were prevelant in efforts to devise a course 
of action, a series of resolutions, and objectives for the 
convention to attain* Considerable success was registered in 
dampening the likelihood of an open split by the agreement of 
the State Board on the main line of the report to be delivered 
by the State Chairman* This report and its substance was 
discussed in detail by the Board in six meetings* Apparently 
agreement was registered, and the likelihood prevailed that 
the state leadership would enter the convention agreed on a 
generalized main line, agreed on no open rift, and agreed to an 
outlook for the convention based upon a sort of uneasy truce* 
However, at the convention this was violate^ by the NORMAN and 
BRANDT people, and the convention came perilously close to 
an open and violent upset* At the convention, it was shown 
conclusively that the element surrounding TOOHEY had the upper 
hand with a great majority* In the struggles which developed 
in the convention in which NORMAN sought ever# . possible means, 
including that of direct provocation, to upset tfrei convention, 
he was unexplainably joined by BRANDT, who supposeBl^, 
following HALL, should be for a policy of uniting th& diverse 
forces and not accentuating the conflicts between them* _ 
Throughout the day, there were many forms of maneuvering 
and efforts to find the means of launching the conflict into the 
open by NORMAN* However, the main sentiment of the meeting 
and the amount of votes registered on the question showed that 
NORMAN could entice only one vote from the body of delegates 
in addition to receiving a certain oratorical support from 
BRANDT and, on occasion, an assist by WITKUS, who made motions, 
which, in general, were helpful to NORMAN* The c ollection o f 
norm ah , | BRANDT, and the support to them by WITiOJS |~ I b6 

I was all they could muster in the convention* At most b7C 
times, NORMAN was a sole in minority on a number of aggravating 
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issues he raised that were so openly provocative that the 
unscrupulous alliance he had with BRANDT was of such a kind 
that BRANDT and WITKUS could not go along with him, and at a 
certain point, had to publicly disassociate themselves from 
NORMAN's open efforts to create conditions resulting in the 
smash-up of the convention. The atmosphere established in 
the report of TOOHEY, the method in which he approached and 
placed the central questions of debate, and surrounding himself 
with the mantle of protecting the Party against its enemies, 
the method of presenting what was called a concrete and realistic 
plan for the rebuilding of the Party, was of such a kind that made 
it very difficult for the other forces to break through and 
find a handle in order to throw the convention into turmoil. 
On the basis of the foregoing, the following actions of the 
convention may be better understood. 

As State Chairman, TOOHEY formally opened the convention 
by declaring it a regular and constitutional gathering and 
completely competent to deal with all questions facing the Party 
as its highest authority* He made a brief speech of welcome 
to those present and spoke somewhat about the many delegates 
who would not be present and implied why they were kept away* 
He presented the agenda and described that it was a recommendation 
from the Board* The agenda ms unanimously adopted and is 
appended to these remarks. 

At this point, TOOHEY made a testimonial eulogy 
for TIM ADAMS, a deceased member of the State Committee, and 
asked the convention to rise in honor. He then called for the 
election of a chairman for the session. LEW MOROZE was ' 
unanimously chosen. MOROZE was the candidate because, he, 
DAVE GORDON, and TOOHEY were heard earlier discussing j^he need 
of having a friendly chairman at the convention. It was 
understood MOROZE was to be chairman of the entire day's , 
session. Unexplainably, at the afternoon session after lunch, 
he asked for the election of a chairman to serve for that 
session. This action on his part created considerable problems 
for the TOOHEY forces in the afternoon session. Momentarily 
taken off guard by this action of MO ROZE . they had no candida te 
to propose. aad T like a shot, brandt | ~| b6 

b7C 
b7D 



who had earlier made an anti-TOOUUSM speecn. 



] and her 

inexperience, which complicated parliamentary affairs and made 
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easier the effort to NORMAN to create confusion from the floor 
by his making of complicated motions, gave the TOOHEY forces 
a certain setback. MOROZE called for the election of convention 
committees, which the agenda provided for. The Credentials 
Committee was set up with LOTTIE GORDON, SYLVIA BRANDT, and 
IDA VINES. The Resolutions Committee, chosen at random,, 

consisted of DAVE VINES, DAVE GORDON, I _ 1 b6 

The presence of the first two mentioned persons explains why b7c 
later the Resolutions Committee brought to the convention 
several resolutions distinctly overbalanced with the pro- 
FOSTER point of view, which complicated the position of 
TOOHEY and opened up certain avenues of attack by BRANDT and 
NORMAN. 

According to the order of business, the first item 
to be dealt with by the convention was the matter of amnesty 
for the political prisoners, as GREEN, WINSTON, THOMPSON, 
SOBELL, and the victims of FRANCO in Spain. According to an 
earlier agreement in the Board, BRANDT was to present this 
matter briefly and simply in terms of asking all members 
to take up several specific activities around the campaign to 
have these persons released* While doing this, which should 
have amounted to about three minutes, BRANDT seized the 
occasion to make a twenty-five minute roaring political 
declamation before the convention* Obviously, he was 
striving to impress upon rank and file delegates his 
personality and obliquely build up support* He later was vigor- 
ously denounced by LOTTIE GORDON for what she called cheaply 
using the issue of political prisoners as a mean factional 
instrument* 

After BRANDT spoke, LOTTIE GORDON unexplainably 
rose to upset the order of business. She proposed that at 
this moment the convention hear a report from DAVE, the youth 
delegate, whom the district had sent to a national youth 
conference of the Party held the previous weekend in Chicago* 
DAVE made his little talk about the conference and in a certain 
way, the appearance of himself and two other youth delegates 
created a better atmosphere of constructiveness, which made 
things a little harder for the intrusion of any overt factional 
attack* 
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The chairman then introduced the State Chairman to 
present the main policy report to the convention* His introduction 
was phrased in compliment to the steadfast leadership of 
TOOHEY* 

The report of TOOHEY lasted one hour, which was 
humorously commented on several times later, as TOOHEY is 
known to engage in extremely long speeches* This report was 
a compressed presentation of the basic views of the Party in 
relation to current international, national, and state 
questions, which attract the interest of the Party. While 
delving considerably in some detail on the questions of war 
and peace and the new situation arising in the American labor 
movement, the report telescoped a large number of other questions. 
The report appeared to be moderate and carefully phrased, 
which made it extremely difficult for the launching of a 
legitimate attack upon it* What attack did come later had to 
be directed sidewise and to seize upon small items, a phrase, 
an adjective, or a distortion of a point that may have been 
made in the report* The report was supported by the majority 
of the delegates* The atmosphere of unity for constructive 
work and vista of eventual victory for the Party made it 
extremely difficult for an attack to be successfully waged 
against it* 

The first opportunity to attack it arose with the 
very first speaker* NORMAN and BRANDT found no way themselves 
to open things up* To do so would palpably expose them to the 
convention as factionalists and desiring trouble. The 
appearance I I was b6 

gravy for NORMAN and BRANDT* Unhappily for the TOOHEY faction, b7C 
she was the first speaker in the debate. She is a figure of ^ 7D 
considerable local conflict between Jersey City Communists* 
She is alleged to have many disruptive and neurotic tendencies* 
She is not well known to the larger body as appeared at this 
convention, and thus appeared as something of a new and fresh 
person* She opened by speaking in a sort of furor and wondering 
fashion if the report of TOOHEY was based upon reality* She 
said the report to her as one who faces the daily struggles, 
etc*, was totally unrealistic, in that it established a false 
optimism, and as a result did not see or in a balanced way 
present the fact that there prevailed considerable difficulties 
of a very extensive kind for the Party to tackle* She thought 
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the speech in this respect was smug and established the 
feeling that all problems have been solved* In his report, 
TOOHEY had argued the Party in New Jersey is now basically 
united and that factionalism has been substantially eradicated* 
He said there are here and there remnants of the pastj a 
person who remains disoriented and who tries to rake up the 
embers of the old struggle* He characterized these few 
people , as still lying about, as refusing to help or participate 
in the work, of maintaining a negative attitude and contenting 
themselves with standing aside and "throwing spitballs" at 
those wh o were fighting valorously to maintain the Party* 
I | objected to this attitude* She said that she herself 

has many criticisms of the work in the Party and the work of the 
leadership, but that she feels restrained and such an attitude 
will restrain others of wanting to express their criticism of 
such work* She further said such an attitude will only help 
to keep out of the Party those many thousands who have left 
the Party and whose re-entrance tii^y have not yet solved, but 
what is necessary primarily is a correct approach to them and 
not any atmosphere of negating or rejecting their criticisms*? 



b6 

was a hypodermic tq NORMAN* k7C 
He obviously became very animated and at last found not only b7D 
a handle on which he could latch, but also the type of program on 
wh ich the attack against TOOHEY could be now openly waged* 
In | | not themselves, as the authority, they had 

the opportunity of misleading the Party forces as to the nature 
of their present tasks and possibilities* Second, of a 
denial qf criticism and the creating of an atmosphere designed 
to suppress criticism and to institute instead the old discredited 
bureaucratic authoritarian leadership in the Party* This rats 
the program and the handle which then NORMAN commenced to lay 
out* It met great response and reaction to the generally 
factional and reckless outlook of BRANDT, who apparently 
decided to openly disassociate himself as part of the united 
leadership and lay out against TOOHEY* Although BRANDT is 
supposedly in disagreement with NORMAN, these disagreements 
mean nothing for, in a case like this, they always unite 
together in a common cause ♦ 

Also unhappily for the TOOHEY group, BRANDT became 
the sec ond speaker* He commenced by approving "1000%" the 
remarks I I He demagogically developed the point 
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of attacking trends and sentiment for re-establishing a policy 
of bureaucratism and suppression of rank and file opinion, under 
the guise of unifying the Party, as he put it* He complimented 
her to the sky for putting on the table the question of a 
correct approach to the members who left the Party* He 
indicated the leadership under TOOHEY is guilty of an arbitrary 
policy which keeps many of these former members from returning 
to the Party* On the "spitbair 1 question, he denounced the 
application of this term to good comrades who want to do 
nothing else but constructively express their opinions* 

BRANDT was clearly elated that he, too, could 
find a handle to try and break up the coalition surrounding 
TOOHEY* 

Consequently, the discussion got off to a start in a 
way inimical to the desires of TOOHEY and his supporters to 
make it impossible for the other forces to inject issues TAhich 
could sharpen relations to the point where a knock-down 
battle would be the only result* In his speech, BRANDT 
openly denounced TOOHEY for the "spitball" attitude and 
demanded that TOOHEY either put up or shut up, and name names 
of whom he means or abandon this type of attitude* Before the 
convention were these two outlooks - the one laid down in the 
report, demeanor, and proposals of TOOHEY, which indicated 
the need of a united constructive gathering and rejection of 
all things which were detrimental to the Party, versus 
the open demand of BRANDT for the convention to take up issues 
which would very quickly flare up into turmoil. 

At this point, a recess was asked by TOOHEY* 
During the five-minute recess, he was seen gathered with a 
number of the people known to support him. They were 
discussing whether they should openly attack BRANDT and NORMAN 
or to continue to restrain and try to keep the convention from 
smashing up* DAVE GORDON was for a knock-down battle once and 
for all* TOOHEY was more conciliatory and thought that, while 
the provocations were great and that more would be forth- 
coming when NORMAN spoke, the great majority of delegates 
present were behind the policy of unity* He urged them to 
resist provocation and find other means of handling what was 
clear to be a policy of BRANDT and NORMAN to "go to town"* 
DAVE GORDON agreed to do this only under objection* MOROZE 
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supported tne view of TOOHSY. GORDON at this point told 
TOOHEY tnat ais present agreement to go along on a pacifying 
and outwitting policy siiould be understood to be only 
temporary, and he reserved the right to, without notice, 
take matters in his own hands, if further events in the 
convention warranted it, from his viewpoint. TOOHEY was 
neard to tell him tnat a ^lose—check of the convention showed 
that BRANDT, NORMAN, and I I would get utterly no support 

and no votes on anything except their own, and argued why such 
a large majority should fall victim to a policy of open 
disruption, when they could be voted down isolated and 
completely defeated by democratic procedure. This little 
consultation resulted in a decision on the part of TOOHEY, 
GORDON, and MOROZE, supported by a number of others, to resist 
provocation and the turning of tne convention into a turmoil. 

The convention resumed its sessions, and for a number ^5 



of hours thereafter, these disruptive events faded into the 
background. 

The following speakers took the floor for ten to 
fifteen minutes each. Without exception, their speeches were 
what the Party considers constructive, nonf actional, and in 
complete support of the report submitted and in support of the 
leadership headed by TOOHEY. 

FRANK fj HANDTJSR 

L__F 

ART OWENS 
DAN FITZGERALD 
JACK OSTEJWETT. 



b7C 
b7D 



DAVE VINES 
WALTER BARRY 



**■ ... * 



] 



LOTTIE GORDON 
MOROZE 

DAVE (youth delegate) 

A number of other speakers 



CHANDLER, FITZGERALD , | | MOROZE, and BARRY 



particularly gave strong support to TOOHEY, argued tne 
correctness of his report, and chided those who wanted to 
smash up the convention. These speakers each chose a 
selected section of the report or a topic of their particular 
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interest to discuss in detail, FITZGERALD, for example, 
confined his remarks to an effective discussion of the 1960 
elections and what progressives and Communists can do to help 
influence those elections, OSTERWEIL contented himself with 
an extensive discussion on Newark housing matters, DAVE VINES 
went into long theoretical journeys on the Negro Resolution 
and why he opposes the discarding of the slogan for 
self-determination • 

LOTTIE GORDON opened her speech with remarks 
designed to discredit the opposition for their disinterest in 
the Party, refusal to work, refusal to even pay dues or attend 
club meetings, and proceeded from there to a number of so- 
called policy questions, like the need of fighting for 
schools, for Negro pr^S^ples, and similar matters, 

DAVE GORDON commenced his speech on this constructive 
line and&alt primarily with what his club is doing in regard 
to the struggle for peace. It would seem that the members of 
this club are those who are occupying some top positions in 
the peace organizations, like Sane, and several others. 
The latter part of his speech, like that of Moroze, was a 
politely-put but very cutting rejoiner to the "program" 
launched by the opposition. He denied it and veered in the 
direction of launching his announced intention, but apparently 
during the course of his a ctual speaki ng, reconsidered and 
did not provoke the riot* | | BARRY, MOROZE, and a b6 

b7C 



number of other delegates obvi ous j.v~per«eive d the purpose 



of the line of BRANDT, NORMAN, V b s one designed 

to destroy the authority of T0OHEY and possibly oust him as b7D 
the central impediment to their attaining control. They all 
spoke sharply and quite effectively as to the type of 
leadership represented by TOOHEY, and stated flatly that the 
entire Party knows that without TOOHEY at the helm in this 
period, the CP in New Jersey would have been destroyed* 

The nature of these many speeches had the over- 
all effect o f considerably discrediting the outburst of 
BRANDT and of strengthening the political 



leadership, as well as the personal stature of the State 
Chairman* Remaining only was the speech of NORMAN, It was 
known that NORMAN would very likely engage in open provocation 
and base his speech upon matters far beyond the level of 
permissible debate, TOOHEY was heard forcefully notifying 
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BRANDT that NORMAN faced the danger of disaster if he dared 
engage in such practice. BRANDT flared up and said why doesn't 
TOOHEY tell that to NORMAN himself. TOOHEY told BRANDT he was 
speaking to him because BRANDT seemed to want to be NORMAN *s 
attorney-at-law, and that if NORMAN got out of line, the 
struggle then would be in the open and would include BRANDT 
for a knock-down fight. BRANDT was seen to go over and speak 
to NORMAN. Whether NORMAN was told to be careful or whether 
BRANDT told him to go the whole hog is not known, but when 
NORMAN did speak, he tried mightily to provoke the outburst. 

NORMAN spoke as though he had been a participant in 
the work and affairs of the Party on a daily basis instead 
of having been absent for the past two years, refusing to 
participate. There was considerable silence in the hall as 
NORMAN commenced to speak for the thirty or some people all 
understood that many things would result if he spoke in a 
wrong direction. NORMAN spoke considerably on so-called 
topical and permissible questions, as the Negro question, the 
danger of war, and so fo rth. The n f he got to the nub of the 
matter. He complimented I I for raising matters which he, b6 

NORMA N, had been smeared for tr ying to raise in the Party. } ; , 
Using ! I and not himself, he launched D/L 

into a denunciation of "terms" and "directions", which b7D 
encouraged bureaucratism, arbitrariness, suppression of the 
membership, a denial of their democratic right of criticism, 
and "the butchering" of anyone with a legitimate dissident 
view. He said there cannot exist in the Party what "I might 
characterize as an attitude of McCarthyism in reverse". Upon 
utterance of this statement, which in a Communist meeting 
could be considered as utterly nonpermissible and language 
used by enemy forces, TOOHEY arose, allowed NORMAN to continue 
speaking without interruption, and called two or three of his 
supporters to the outer room. From all indications they were 
going to discuss the nonpermissible statement of NORMAN and 
make a decision what to do about him. Apparently, NORMAN and 
BRANDT understood this also* Whether NORMAN felt he had gone 
too far in a Communist meeting is not known, but when he saw 
TOOHEY and the others leave the room, he knew some trouble was 
in the making on a big scale, and, appearing flustered, closed 
up his remarks. 

BRANDT apparently realized what was going on in the 
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other room, and, in order to save NORMAN as best he could and 
at the same time disassociate himself from NORMAN* s nonpermissible 
epithets, for which he could be driven out of the meeting, 
BRANDT decided to try and salvage the situation * Thus, while 
the TOOHEY people were discussing in the outer room what they 
should do about NORMAN, BRANDT rose on conclusion of NORMAN f s 
remarks and "suggested" to NORMAN that he withdraw the statement 
of McCarthyism made against other Communists* He said this is 
a statement that is not permissible in a Communist meeting, 
and anyone using it has no right to sit in a meeting* 
Apparently, BRANDT knew that when the TOOHEY people returned, 
they would stop the convention and take a vote to oust NORMAN from 
the meeting* When BRANDT made this remark, a number of 
delegates expressed angry reactions to NORMAN for his filth and 
defamation, and on its own there was building up a spirit 
almost reaching that of anger and unexpected reaction* 

At this point, TOOEESf and the others returned to the 
room* They indicated they had decided that regardless 
of their effort to maintain unity, NORMAN once and for all had 
to be denounced publicly as a provocateur, and, if not, a 
police agent* They appeared confident that the convention 
would not break up because NORMAN had no support, and 
BRANDT would not be able to support him on this issue* 
Upon their return, they were informed NORMAN had "withdrawn" 
the remark* Apparently, they decided that since BRANDT 
jumped the gun on them, to act no further at that moment* 
TOOHEY was heard to say he will allow it to pass for the moment 
bu± reserves the right to raise this at other times and 
places. NORMAN, himself, put his foot into it and gave the 
opposition the weapon they were looking for. However, they 
appeared to decide to leave the matter ride for the time. 

After the discussion concluded, the Resolutions 
Committee reported* It reported a resolution to convene 
the second session of the convention on Sunday, January 17, 
1960, at a place yet to be determined* They ..proposed a 
resolution of greetings to WILLIAM Z # FOSTER* They proposed 
a resolution approving the report of the State Chairman* The 
report was unanimously adopted, which for the TOOHEY forces 
represented a tremendous political victory* The committee 
recommended a motion to endorse the main political line of the 
National Resolution* Unabashed from his trouncing, NORMAN, 
at this point, commenced some parliamentary trickery designed 
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to prevent the convention from talcing any action on the 
National Resolution, NORMAN succeeded, despite the anger of 
everyone present, in creating little parliamentary "tizzies", 
which were desiring to have this convention result in a neuter 
force as far as the national policy is concerned. He made a 
number of motions intended to delay, cfcstruct, take more no 
action, etc* He could get no second to the motion until 
WITKUS conveniently kept seconding his motions* When the 
vote came, NORMAN usually was found voting alone* Therefore, 
on the entire question of policy, the TOOHEY leadership 
scored an almost 100% support and victory over the opponent 
forces at the convention* 

The Resolutions Committee reported on the Negro 
Resolution of the National Convention* As was expected, it 
reported a resolution favorable to the leftist viewpoint on 
the question of self-determination* They proposed this 
convention take no action on the Negro Resolution, but adopt 
an amendment requesting the National Convention to study the 
matter much further. TOOHEY and a number of his other supporters 
who are not of the leftist GORDON-M0ROZE variety were in a 
predicament at this point, but apparently decided not to 
split their own ranks by dividing on the Negro question, a 
division which NORMAN and BRANDT would then take advantage of. 
TOOHEY merely asked the convention to place the question in a 
different way for a vote by the delegates present, that 
instead of the proposal of the Resolutions Committee, he wanted 
one motion for the resolution as it stands, so that all comrades 
favoring that would have an opportunity of so voting, and 
another resolution of all people in favor of the resolution, 
excepting the one point of dispute; however, in the confusion, 
the original proposal of the Resolutions Committee was voted. 
The leftist view on this question prevailed* Only a small 
number was seen to vote in favor of supporting the National 
Committee Resolution as a whole* Included among them were 
BARRY, BRANDT, FITZGERALD, TOOHEY, and one or two more. The 
larger bulk, being under leftist influence, supported the 
proposition* Several other resolutions were adopted, such 
as one on the amnesty campaign, and the convention proceeded to 
elect delegates and alternates to the convention* 

It was a free and open election and even on the part 
of the TOOHEY supporters, there seemed to be no prior b g 
understanding or caucusi ng as to who would be advanced and 



supported as delegates* _ 
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declined. Four delegates were to be elected to the National 
Convention and two alternates; one youth delegate and one 
alternate. For the four delegates about eight nominees were 
put up* The four highest were based upon twenty-eight 
voting delegates present at that point in the convention* 
TOOHEY received 26. 1 H received 22, MOROZE received 16, b6 



LOTTIE received 15. The remaining four nominees got a 
scattering of votes of from 3 to 8. BRANDT received eight b7D 
votes* Among these eight were TOOHEY and a number of other 
people, which indicated BRANDT had no independent strength 
of his own. Three delegate s were put up for two alt ernate 
positions - I I FITZGERALD, and BRANDT* | 



received 18* BRANDT and FITZGERALD became a tie with eight 
each* At this point, FITZGERALD ceded to BRANDT, stating 
he would have difficulty finding time to attend the full 
sessions anyway. 

During the late stage of the discussion on the 
TOOHEY report, PHIL BART, the representative of the National 
Committee, made his address* For such a representative 
it was a curious and limited type of speech* It was more in 
the form of his participating in wrangling over one or another 
of the specific subjects, like the trade union question, than 
that of the representative of the national organization* 
Significant in his speech was something which is considered 
traditional - an expression as to how the national organization 
views the Party situation in New Jersey and a reference to its 
leadership* A point of significant comment which arose over 
the BART speech was the fact that at no time and in no way did 
he make any reference to the leadership of the Party in New 
Jersey and avoided any reference to the fact that the National 
Committee supported it and rendered to it confidence* At the 
conclusion of the meeting, LOTTIE GORDON was heard to vigorously 
berate BART for what she considered a direct political allusion, 
and wanted to know what was behind it, when he, representing 
the National Committee, was so cagey as to refuse to make any 
comment on the leadership question, when he, himself, cduld 
see this leadership was fighting for the Party and yet made.no 
reference to supporting it or helping it. Her remarks were 
extremely violent and ascribed to BART intrigues with elements 
and people in New Jersey against the present state leadership. 
BART denied he had any such intention, considered it insignifi- 
cant, and, if anything, called it an omission due to the 
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shortness of time. The convention elected BART as a fifth 
delegate in accordance with an arrangement made with the 
National Committee to sponsor a national representative, 
who otherwise would not have a delegate's card to the National 
Convention* This had occasioned trouble already in the 
district, and when TOOHEY presented the proposal to the 
convention, he appeared to do so cautiously. IX)TTIE GORDON 
openly voted against the proposition at the convention. 

These were the main and quite general results of the 
convention and the interplay of persons and personalities 
within it* The activity of NORMAN and BRANDT will probably 



come up for further wrangle very soon. It may be expected — 
also that NORMAN will visit Jersey City fast to see| | 



Her appearance at the convention in a role against the leader- 
ship was something NORMAN will investigate further. The 
TOOHEY forces, however, are apparently gleeful over this 
develop ments The y indicated that if NORMAN and BRANDT link 
up with ] | who makes a complaint about feeling restrained 

against raising criticisms of the leadership, that they have 
put their foot into it in a bad way. What NORMAN and BRANDT 
are not aware of i« th at the complaints and anti-leadership 
criticisms of I I are due to her close association with 

JOHN DILLON and her objection to what the leadership did in 
removing him from leadership as a suspected plant of the FBI. 

[created a terrific commotion and uproar in Jersey City 



around DILLON and in defense of DILLON. The decisions of the 
state leadership with respect to DILION were unanimous and 
were taken in close consultation with BOB THOMPSON, and 
ARNOLD JOHNSON, of the National Committee* In fact> the 
motions adopted by the State Board on DILLON were motions 
proposed by JOE BRANDT, himself, and voted for by NORMAN. 
If it now comes out thatl | is mad at the leadership 



for its rule on the DILLON matter, NORMAN and BRANDT face' 
the like lihood of a terrible degrading, because if they are 
building ! lip as a new figure to beat down the leadership,, % 

it will force a public discussion of the DILLON and FBI matter 
before the entire convention* It is quite unlikely that 
BRANDT, particularly, will want to pursue this subject much 
further* As a result, the TOOHEY forces have been heard 
stating they are now able to handle this in a satisfactory 
way* Coming up, undoubtedly, will be the fact that BRANDT broke 
from the collective leadership, violated the agreements made 
before the convention to present the report as a body and 
support it* 
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The convention elected as a youth delegate a young 

f 



- - - - i Y. 

^aeraon- named DAVE, and, as an alternate youth delegate, |_ 



The agenda for the convention was as follows: 

1* To elect a chairman of the convention* 

2* To elect a Credentials Committee which would 
propose rules regarding speaking time, etc. 

3ft To create a small Resolutions Committee * 

4* To have a report by the Credentials Committee* 

5* To have a political report by the State Chairman 
followed by speeches and discussions of the 
delegates* 

6* To have a report by the Resolutions Committee* 

7* To have a report on amnesty matters by JOE BRANDT* 

8* To set a date for the second session of the 
State Convention* 

Present at this convention were PHIL BART, from the 
National Office, WALTER BARRY, JOE and SYLVIA BRANDT f I I 
I | FRANK CHANDLER. DAN FITZGERALD. LOTTIE and DAVE GOR DON, 
ROSE and ARTHUR HBVMAN, l~ I 



GERT MANN, ALEX MILLER, LE W MOROZE. JOHN NORMA N . . 
JACK OSTERWEIL, ART OWENS. I IPA T TOOHEY, 

DAVE atid IDA VINES T I 1 FRANK WITKUS* 

MARCUS and EDITH ZELTSMAN, and DAVE (last name unknown), the 
youth delegate* 

DAVE (last name unknown), the youth delegate, is 
described as white male, 5»6", age approximately 25, brown 
hair, parted on the side, 150 lbs,, chubby build, wears sports 
clothes* 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



|is the same individual at whose residence 

a Middlesex Community CP Club meeting was held in New Brunswick, 
New Jersey, on November 20, 1959* 
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A rather elderly woman came in late in the meeting 
^to take ZELTSMAN's place* This individual is believed to be 



is the individual who attended the 

special Essex County Committee meeting held in the past to 
discuss the "549 Belmont" question* 

ARTHUR HEYMAN is the same individual who attended a 
Trade Union Conference held in Toms River, New Jersey, in 
1953. 



b6 
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SAC j SAN FRANCISCO {65-1242) ; 12/28/59 

; SAC, NEW YORK (100-105368) . 
MICKEY LIMA 

IS-C . ■: - '•• ■ ■ : 

Identity of Informant NY 1749-S* 

(Conceal and paraphrase) 

Characterization iflio has" furnished 

reliable information 
In the past 

'' , Bate' •' 12/6/59 

NY 1749-S* advised that on 12/6/59, PHIL * (BAR?) 
contacted (MICKEY) LIMA at Room 214, Chelsea Hotel, and 
said he wanted to know what MICKEY wanted to do. MICKEY 
LIMA said that he is not planning on keeping the room and 
they agreed to meet at the office at noon today. 




Standard Form No. 64 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM f UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-372598) DATE: 12/21/59 

FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (100-102320) 

SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 



2 
2 



1 
7 



2 - 

3 - 

1 - 

J 



BUREAU (100-372598) (RM) 1 - 

BALTIMORE (RM) 

(100- JACOB GREEN) 4 - 

(100-12076 - GEORGE MEYERS) 
BOSTON (RM) 

(1 - 100- HOMER CHASE) 
CHICAGO (RM) 

(100-12459 - FLO HALL) I <• 

(100-2748 - SAM KUSHNER) 

(65-867 - CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) 2 - 

(100- GERALDYNE LIGHTFOOT) 

(100-3740 - MORRIS CHILDS) 

(100- DANNY QUEEN) 

(100-20289 - JAMES WEST) 1 - 

CLEVELAND (RM) 

(100- EDWARD CHAKA) 2 - 

(65-721 A. KRCHMAREK) 
DETROIT (RM) 

(100-8482 TOM DENNIS) 1 r 

(100-13420 CARL WINTER) 
(100- HELEN A. WINTER) 4 - 

SEATTLE (RM) 

(100- BURT NELSON) 



INDIANAPOLIS (RM) 
(100-9529 - EMANUEL BLUM) 
LOS ANGELES (RM) 
(100-4663 - BEN DOBBS) 
(100-4486 -DOROTHY HE ALE Y) 
(lOO-52571-CHARLENE MITCHSL 
(100-4963-PETTIS PERRY) 
MILWAUKEE (RM) . 
(100- FRED BLAIR) 
MINNEAPOLIS (RM) 
(100-371 - SAM DAVIS) 
(100- 

CLARESCE: HATHAWAY) 
NEWARK (RM) 

(100-19491-PATRICK TOOHEY) 
PHILADELPHIA (RM) 
(65-1686) (TOM NABRIED) 
(100- DANIEL R.RUBIN) 

PORTLAND (RM) 
(100- NORMAN HAALAND) 
SAN FRANCISCO (RM) 
(65-1242 ALBERT LIMA) 
(100- 
(65-415 
(100- 



RICHMOND) 

JUANITA WHEELER) 
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Letter to Director 
NY 100-102320 

Re: CP, USA; ISC, ISA 1950 

30/- NEW YORK (100-102320) 

(100-129629 - WILLIAM ALBERT SON) (#416) 
(100-32826 - JAMES ALLEN) (#415) 
(100-80532 - HERBERT APTHEKER) (#415J 
(100-56579 - PHILIP BART) (#415)^ 
(100-25623 - ERIC BERT) (#415.) 
(105-559 - JESUS COLON) (#415) 
(100-106120 - MICHAEL CRENOVICH) (#424) 
(100-23825 «• BENJAMIN J. DAVIS) (#416) 
(100-8057 - EUGENE DENNIS) (#415) 
(100-1691 - ELIZABETH G. FLYNN) (#415) 
(100-93665 - M. FRIEDLANDER) (#421) 
(100-13483 - BETTY GANNETT) (#416) 
(100-13473 - S. W. GERSON) (#415) 
(100-84994 - GUS HALL) (#415) 
(100-16785 - JAMES E. JACKSON) (#415) 
(100-16021 - ARNOLD JOHNSON) (#415) 
(100-105078 - HYMAN LUMER) (#415) 
(100-79025 - M. McADOREY) (#415) 
(100-84275 - W. L. PATTERSON) (#415) 
(100-48033 - IRVING POTASH) (#415) 
(100-95550 t PAUL ROBESON, JR.) (#421) 
(100-64074 - NATHAN ROSENBLUTH) (#42) 
(100-18065 - JACOB STACHEL) (#415) 
(100-15946 - JAMES TORMEY) (#422) 
(100-26018 - LOUIS WEINSTOCK) (#415) 



(100-9365 
(100- 
(100- 
(100- 



WILLIAM Z, FOSTER) (#415) 
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Letter to Director 
ny 100-102320 

Re; CP, USA; ISC, ISA 1950 



At the 17 th National Convention of the CP, USA 

held I I at the Hotel Theresa, New York City, 

60 persons were elected to the National Committee. The 
following list of National Committee members was compiled 

from information supplied by NY 2760-S* on| J 

is to be noted that 25 members -at-large were elected and 
35 were elected as representatives of states and districts: 



1. ALBERT SON, WILLIAM 

2. ALLEN, JAMES 

.3. APTHEKER, HERBERT 
BART, PHILIP 

5. BEST, ERIC 

6. BLAIR, FRED - MILWAUKEE 

7. BLUM, EMANUEL - INDIANAPOLIS 

8. CHAKA, EDWARD - CLEVELAND 

9. CHASE, HOMER * BOSTON 

10. COLON, JESUS 

11. CRENOVICH, MICHAEL 

12. DAVIS, BENJAMIN J. 

13. DAVIS, SAM - MINNEAPOLIS 

14. DENNIS, EUGENE 

15. DENNIS, TOM - DETROIT 

16. DOBBS, BEN - LOS ANGELES 



17. FLYNN, ELIZA BETH GURLEY 



- N.Y. 



18. I 

19. FRIEDLANDER, MIRIAM 

20. GANNETT j BETTY 

21. GERSON, SIMON W. 

22. GREEN, JACOB - BALTIMORE 

23. HAALAND, NORMAN- PORTLAND 

24. HALL, FL0-CH3CAG0 



b6 
b 



7r 



New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
Wisconsin 
Indiana 
Ohio 

New England 
New York 
New York 
New York 
Minnesota 
New York 
Michigan 
Southern 
California 
New York 
South 
New York 
New York 
New York 
Maryland-D.C. 
Oregon 
Illinois 



District 
At large 
At large 
At large 
At large 
District 
District 
District 
District 
At large 
District 
At large 
District 
At large 
District 
At large 

At large 
District 
District 
District 
At large 
District 
District 
District 
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25. 
26. 
27. 

28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 

36. 
37. 

38. 
39. 
40. 



42. 
43. 

44, 

45. 
46. 

47. 
48, 

49. 
50. 
51. 
52. 

53. 
54. 
55. 
56. 



HALL, GUS 

HATHAWAY, CLARE NCE -MINNEAPOLIS 
HEALEY, DOROTHY-LOS ANGELES 

JACKSON. JAMES E. 



JOHNSON, ARNOLD 

KRCHMAREK, ANTHONY -CLEVELAND 

KUSHNER, SAM-CHICAGO 

LIGHTFOOT, CLAUDE 

LIGHT FOOT, GERALDYNE 

LIMA, ALBERT ,, MICKIE" 

. • >-. t r . 

LUMER, HYMAN 

MARTIN, C. (MORRIS CHILDS) 

Chicago 

Mc ADORE Y, MILDRED 
MEYERS, GEORGE -BALTIMORE 
MITCHELL, CHARLENE-LOS ANGELES 



41. NABRIED, TOM - PHILADELPHIA 



NELSON, BURT 
PATTERSON, WILLIAM L. 
PERRY, PETTIS-LOS ANGELES 

PfYTASH TWTNfl 



QUEEN, DANNY - CHICAGO 
RICHMOND, AL - SAN FRANCISCO 

ROBESON. PAUL. JR. 



ROSENBLUTH, NATHAN 

RUBIN, MORTIMER DANIEL- PHILA. 

STACHEL, JACOB 
TOOHEY, PATRICK - NEWARK 
TORMEY, JAMES 
WEINSTOCK, LOUIS 



New York 
Minnesota 
Southern 
California 
New York 



New York 

Ohio 

Illinois 

Illinois 

Illinois 

Northern 

California 

New York 

Missouri 
New York 
Maryland~D # C, 
Southern 
California 
Eastern Penna, 
& Delaware 
Washington 
New York 
Southern, 
California 
New York 



Illinois 
Northern 
California 
New York 



New Yort 
Eastern Pa, & 
Delaware 
New York 
New Jersey 
New York 
New York 



At large 
At large 
District 

At large 
District 
At large 
District 
District 
District 
At large 
District 

At large 

District 
At large 
At large 
District 

District 

District 
At large 
At large 

At large 
At large 

At large 
At large 

District 
District 
District 
At large 

At large 
District 
District 
District 
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57. WEST, JAMES - CHICAGO 

58. WHEELER, JUANITA - SANERANCISCO 

59. WINTER, CARL - DETROIT 

60. WINTER, HELEN ALLISON-DETROIT 



Illinois 

Northern 

California 

Michigan 

Michigan 



District 
District 

District 
At large 



The names | 

as appear above are believed fictitious and investigation is 
being conducted by the New York Office to determine the identity 
of these individuals. 

For the information of offices that have not received 
communications in captioned matter concerning the handling 
of Internal Security Act of 1950 subjects, the following is 
set forth: 

Bulets of 9/19/57 and 11/27/57 revealed that the 
Department has advised that in its opinion all current members 
of the Communist Party (CP) National Committee are appropriate 
subjects for possible prosecution for failure to register 
themselves as members of ths Communist Party under the pro- 
visions of the Internal Security Act of 1950 in the event the 
Supreme Court affirms the order of the Subversive Activities 
Control Board directing the Party to register as a Communist- 
action organization i 

The Bureau has further directed ihat the investigation 
of all members of the National Cotnmittee should be intensified 
and every effort must be made to obtain current, admissible 
evidence of the Communist membership, activities and leadership 
positions held by these subjects. These cases are to receive 
continuous and thorough investigative attention. 
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In the event the office of origin is changed in the 
cases on any of the members of the National Committee, it 
will be the responsibility of the new office of origin to 
continue the intensified investigation under this program. If 
the new office of origin is an office which is not already 
involved in this program it will be the responsibility of the 
old office of origin to issue the necessary instructions 
concerning this intensified investigation to the new office 
Of origin. 

Regarding the preparation of investigative reports 
on the members of the National Committee CP-USA under the 
Internal Security Act of 1950, Bulet of 6/20/58 instructed 
that these reports be submitted at 90 day intervals and 
should consist of two sections. Part I should contain only 
admissible evidence developed since the submission of the 
preceding report and Part II should contain all other 
pertinent data developed during the same period. The 
divisions of the report should be captioned "Part I" and 
"Part ..II". 

At the recent convention, WILLIAM Z. FOSTER was 
not elected to the National Committee but he was re-elected 
Chairman Emeritus of the Party and for this reason the NYO 
deems FOSTER an appropriate subject for captioned program. 

All offices receiving copies of this letter should 
follow above instructions unless advised to the contrary by 
the Bureau, 



OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO; SAC , NEW YORK (10Q-128814) 

fROMi SA JOHN F. LANGTRY (#4i6) 

.SUBJECT: CP, USA 

NEW YORK DISTRICT 
NEW YORK DIVISION 
ORGANIZATION ■ 
IS-C 

IDENTITY OF INFORMANT: 
RELIABILITY OF INFORMANT: 



DATE: 12/36/59 



DATE OF ACTIVITY: 



NY2384-S* 

WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORM^ 
ATION IN THE PAST 
11/24/59 



1 
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NY 100-128814 

On 11/24/59, NY 2384-S* advised that on this date, a 
meeting of CP functionaires took place in WILLIAM ALBERTSON'S 
office at CP headquarters, 23 W. 26th St., NYCl According to NY 
2384-S*, those in attendance were: WILLIAM ALBERTSON, BETTY 
-GANNETT, MILT ROSEN and PHIL BART". During this meeting, they 
•discussed the problem of electing delegates to the National Con- 
vention . 

BETTY GANNETT stated it was the responsibility of the 
National Office to see that the four key editors of "The Worker" 
attend the convention. She listed them as TED BASSETT, GEORGE 
MORRIS, JESUS COLON and JOE NORTH". 

They discussed the possibility of enlarging the re- 
presentation of the NYS CP delegation to the National Convention 
'to take care of the National people who are to be added to the 
NY delegation to the convention. However, this proposal was re- 
jected . 

PHIL BART stated, we can add one to Pittsburgh, two to 
the South, add one to Ohio, Michigan and Philadelphia, add one or 
two to NY, and one to Minnesota. Could add ERIC (BERT) to Minne- 
sota. 

GANNETT suggested that JOE NORTH come from Michigan, 
GEORGE MORRIS from Ohio, HERB APTHEKER and either TED BASSETT or 
JIM ALLEN from the South. ALBERTSON then suggested STEVE (pos- 
sibly STEVE NELSON) for Pittsburgh, with JACK STACHEL, IRVING 
POTASH and ARNOLD JOHNSON for New York. ALBERTSON also proposed 
that LOUIS WEINSTOCK be- a delegate from NY. 

The informant advised that no formal action was taken 
on these proposals. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3234) 12/31/39 
SAC, BOSTON (100-24914) 



PHILIP BfRT 
IS-Cj SA 1940 



Re Boston Airtel 11/16/59 and 10/18/59. 

On 10/18/59 3A3 THOM/S J)» MANNIKOr, PAUL A. KSANE and 

WILLIAM J, McORATH observed the Subject at Logan International 

Airport, Bast Boston, Mass., in the waiting room or Eastern 

Airlines with HOMER BATES CHASE from lit 12 PM to 11:28 PM, 

when BART boarded the plane for New York City. The surveillance 

log covering this activity is located in Boston file 

100-24914-1 A-7. 



On 12/18/59 I I advised SA LEO M. McOINN that HOMER 

BATES CHASE was elected a member of the National Committee, 
CPUS;, at the 17th National Convention, CPUSA, held at 
Hew York, N.Y. 

Informant reports covering Subject' 3 activities in Boston, 
Mass., during October, 1959* have been previously forwarded 
by separate correspondence, to New York. 

/ 

On November 14, 1959, the Subject was observed arriving at b7D 
South Station, Boston, Mass., via New York, New Haven and 
Hartford Railroad. After arriving at Boston he spent the 
afternoon and evening walking around downtown Boston and 
attending a movie. He spent the evening and night at the 
residence of OTIS HOOD. Surveillance logs covering this 
activity are located in Boston file 100-24914-1 £-8. 



| advised SA LEO M. McGINH on 9/14/59 that OTIS ARCHER 

HOOD was Chairman of the District Committee, CP, New England 
District. 

Informant reports covering BART 1 s activities in Boston during 
November, 1959, have been furnished by separate correspondence, 
to New York. 
RUC. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 

FROM 



SAC, NEW YORK (100- 56579) 
SA 



b6 
b7C 



DATE: DEC 3 11959 



SUBJECT;-. PHIL BART 
SM-C 



The above captioned subject was observed entering 
and/or leaving 23 West 26th St., New York, New York. 

NY 1726-S*, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, advised on 4/21/57, that effective 4/15/57, the 
National and New York State offices of the Communist Party 
would occupy the premises at 23 West 26th Street, New York, 
New York. 

NY 694-S* on 6/5/58, advised that the editorial 
staff of "The Worker" was to be moved into the building at 
23 West 26th Street on 6/7,8/58. 

NY 2002-S* on 6/20/58, verified the occupancy of 
the basement and first floor areas of building by the 
office staff of "The Worker," an -East Coast weekly Communist 
newspaper. 
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OBSERVED BY SAS 



12/l§/59 
12/21/59 
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A log covering the above surveillances is being i/a%& 
maintained in NY file 100-4931-Sub 0. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



DATE: 31 



TO 

FROM 
SUBJECT: 



SAC, NEW YORK (100-56579) 



SA 



PHIL BART 
SM-C 



On 12/9/59, I 1 advised SA JOHN A. HAAG 

that a meeting of the National Committee of CPUSA was held at 
Adelphi Hall, 74 5th Avenue, NYC, on 12/9/59. 

b6 

Adelphi Hall consists of from the 8th Floor through b7 p 
the 11th Floor of the building located at 74 5th Avenue, NYC. h7n 
The first eight floors are occupied by other business establish- ' 
ments. 

The above captioned individuals were observed entering 
and/or leaving building 74 5th Avenue. NYC, on 12/9/59 by SAS 
JOHN LANGTRY and ' * 



The original log is located in 100-8o64l. 




SAC, PHILADELPHIA (1O0-3302O) 



1/5/60 



SAC, HEtf YORK (100-22531) 



JOE ROBERTS 



On 11/30/59, NY 1750-S* advised that PHIL and COHHIE 
BART had discussed a number of matters in their apartment at 
2415 Newkirk Avenue, Brooklyn, Ilou York. Among the matters 
discussed were the following. 

PHIL BART went into a long diatribe to his wife about 
BETTY GAKEETT and said that she irritated him. He said that 
he didn't want COHHIE to invite her around to the apartment 
during the holidays. 

PHIL then mentioned the Eastern Pennsylvania CP and 
complained about JOE ROBERTS. COiJUIE commented that if they 
don't get rid oi* ROBERTS the party wouldn't even have a club 
left in Philadelphia. 

PHIL then mentioned that JACK STACHEL had told him 
that day that ho thought that JACK SCJIULMAH and ABE UEOER did 
a terrific job on Sunday (How York State CP Convention). 

The subject then discussed ifith his wife the arrange- 
ments he had made at the Hotel Theresa, How York City, for the 
17th national Convention of the CP, USA. 



1 - Philadelphia (100-48020) 

1 - Hew York (100-56579) (PHIL BART) (>M5) 

1 - He>; York (100-12959) (COKHIS BART) (#415) 

1 - Hew York (IOO-I8065} (JACK STACHEL) (#415) 

1 - New York (100-111656) (JACK SCHuLKAll) (;,'4l5) 

1 - He;,- York (100-73561) (ABE UKGER) 0:424) 

1 - Now York (100-13483) (BETTY GAHHETT) (^16) 

1 - Hew York (100-22531) 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3284) 



l/t/60 



SAC, NEW YORK (100-53579) 

PHILIP BART : 
IS - C 
SA of «40 

(WEEKLY' SUMMARY FOR 

12/28/59 to 1/3/60) .' • ' • 

CINAL 

12/28/59 

NY 1750-S* advised that the subject and his 
wife, CONNIE, had discussed BETTY GANNETT and the subject 
said that GANNETT had told. him that she had been sick 
during most of the holidays. The subject later commented 
that he had dropped by to see ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN that 
day but that she wasn't home. 

12/29/59 / 

NY 1750-S* advised that the subject and his wife 
had discussed BILL ALBERTSON who CONNIE BART described as a 
fighter. The subject commented that ALBERTSON will have to 
fight or he will be through. 

The subject then told his wife that some questions 
had been raised by an organi/er from Nassau County who wanted 
to know why JIM TORMEY, who wad only back in leadership a 
year and a half, had been elected to the National Committee 
of the CP. He said that there v/as also a question about 
MIMIE's (FRIEDLANDER) fast rise and her election to the 
National Convention (NC). BART then said that BEN DAVIS 
had wanted a National Committee of only 35 which would have 
been completely advantageous to him. 

CONNIE BART then asked if IRVING POTASH was pro- 
ducing much in the line of work and the subject commented 
that POTASH was a problem as GUS HALL wants to handle the 
trade union x*ork himself. 
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v ; - 12/30/59 . ]/■/:■■ 

v ,. . NY 694-S* advised that the subject had 

:, stated that WILLIAM Z. FOSTER was demanding the 
\ complete recorded tape of the 17th National Con- 
vention to be made available to him so. that he could 
'-''listen to the entire Convention's sessions. The ' 
subject said that he thought FOSTER was looking for 
■ ■ ,' faults in the Convention and. its participants parti* 
-cularly GUS HALL. He said that he expects that 
FOSTER would soon start a new round of documents 
■ critical of . CP leadership , • ' ,•" ' . . ; . y. . 

NY I750-S* advised that the subject and 
his wife 'discussed Factionalism, within the CP and 
BART remarked that the CP could not survive another 
• split. CONNIE then commented that BEN DAVIS had 
1 • made his bid during the convention and the subject • 
retorted that actually MTIS had made it a long time 
, ago playing the Negro idea. He said that DAVIS thought 
he should be the National Chairman of the CP because 
the Party thought enough of him to put him up for . 
election as NYC Councilman. CONNIE questioned the 
subject if he thought this might lead to a factional 
split and he replied he did not think so. ; 

The subject said that some of them at 
,,, headquarters were, recently talking about the Mexican 
CP which had been destroyed because of a faetienallst 
situation, which .started in 1937. CONNIE BAftT then 
told the subject that she herself had been proposed 
for most of the leadership posts in the Kings County 
'- - CP but doubted if she would accept any because of 
JIM (TORMEY). She said that TORMEY appears tor go 
. along with her on everything but he really doesn't. 
, She advi^d she expected to put this matter to him 
in Just that. .manner. . •: 
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. The source advised that a Kings County CP 
Board meeting was held in the BART apartment which 
was attended by JIM TOHMEY, AGNES WILLIS, DANNY RUBEL 
and other Brooklyn CP functionaries. 

NY 17^9-S* advised that the subject had 
contacted EUGENE DENNIS and they discussed a number . 
of matters including the state of affairs in the 
NY CP. The subject advised DENNIS that the previous 
evening he had attended an Industrial meeting which 
he believed was "very positive." They talked of the 
vei'y good reaction of the Convention and a number of 
other factors which were present in the Party, 

NY 1749~S* and NY 1750*S*. previously have 
furnished information that the subject and his wife 
were going to Brlehls Farm Accord, New York a with 
LEM and MARCEL SCHERRER (12/31/59 to 1/3/^0, for 
a four day New Years holiday). 



STANDARD FORM NO. 64 



Office NLemovandum • united states government 



TO 



SAC, NEW YORK (100-56579) 



DATE: 1/5/gO 



FROM 



SA HAROLD P. QUINN (#415) 



SUBJECT: 



PHIL BART 
IS-C 



On 12/4/59, NY 1750-S* advised that PHIL and CONNIE 
BART had discussed a number of matters in their apartment at 
2415 Newkirk Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. Among the matters 
discussed were the following. 

The subject and his wife discussed her new job and 
the possibility of her using her maiden name for employment in 
the future . The subject commented that he thinks she should 
have- done this before taking her present job* Apparently, she 
is afraid of being exposed at her employment as a Communist, but 
comments that she will just have to take her chances now. PHIL 
said that she should try to get her Social Security number changed 
to her maiden name. 

They then discussed the possibility of inviting ELIZABETH 
EFIRLY FLYNN to their apartment alogg with some others <£>n Christmas 
Eve. They both then discussed WILLIAM FOSTER and the subject 
criticized FOSTER for isolating himself from the party and con- 
tinued that FOSTER is unaware of the tactics within the party 
today. PHIL said that LENIN had kept within the Kremlin walls 
and that FOSTER has done nothing but stay in his apartment. 
CONNIE said that FOSTER has seen the same old comrades for the 
last ten years add is a mythical figure. He said that FOSTER 
is a great leader but is still mythical to this generation and 
they don't know him in the labor movement today. 
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Ojf^tf Memorandum • united states government 



TO 



SAC, NEW YORK (100-56579) 



DATE: 1/5/60 



PROM : 



SA HAROLD P. QUINN 



SUBJECT: 



PHIL BART 
IS-C 



On 12/17/59, NY 1750-S* furnished Information 
regarding a conversation that took place in the apartment 
of PHIL and CONNIE BART, 25 15 Newkirk Avenue, Brooklyn, 
NY. 

The subject and his wife, CONNIE, discussed a 
telephone call CONNIE had received from LENA SCHERRER 
telling her that ESTHER CANTOR had called an emergency 
meeting in the Needle Trades Section in some type of preparation 
for the State Convention. PHIL commented that this group 
is going to be kicked so hard they won't know what hit them. 
He said that this will be a convention where HALL and 
DAVIS go into together and those characters worit have a 
chance. 

PHIL related that at the meeting at National 
Headquarters that day, WILL WEINSTONE took on DAVIS right 
to the face and BEN did not say a word. He said things 
have realty changed since the convention. He said that 
WEINSTONE told DAVIS that he was responsible for all the 
factionalism in the CP and that DAVIS just sat there with 
his legs trembling and his mouth open. He said that 
ARNOLD JOHNSON did not open his mouth either. PHIL said 
that if this had happened two months ago, DAVIS' shouts 
would have shaken the building. PHILccommented that 
DAVIS is not riding high at the moment but he wants ARNOLD 
as Chairman of the NY State Organization but GUS HALL 
will have something to say about that. 

Returning to ESTHER CANTOR, PHIL commented 

[100-12959) (CONNIE BART) (415) 
100-50094) (ESTHER CANTOR) (4l6) 
100-34665) (LENA SCHERRER) (424) 
100-84994) (GUS HALL) (415) 
IOO-23825) (BEN DAVIS) (4l6) 
100-16021) (HAROLD JOHNSON) (4l5) 
100-9595) (WILL WEINSTONE) (4l6) 
100-79025) (MILLIE MC ADORY) (415) 
100-8057) (GENE DENNIS) (415) 
[IOO-56579) 
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NY 100-56579 

that she will be removed if she starts any fooling » and 

that the National Office is not going to stand for it. 

He said that pre-convention developments are history 

now and that CANTOR better remember they do not exist anymore. 

He said that she and others are not going to be the top 

kicks in this new Party. 

CONNIE BART then commented that they were ready 
to dump MILDRED MC ADORY and could not do it so they 
dumped WEINSTONE. PHIL then commented that GENE 
DENNIS had been dumped and that he will probably never 
play an important role in the party again. He said that 
he intends to go up and visit DENNIS possibly tomorrow. 



STANDARD "FORM NO. 64 



Office NLemov^dum • united stated government 



TO 



SAC, NEW YORK (100-56579) 



DATE: 1/5/59 



FROM 



SA HAROLD P. QUINN 



SUBJECT: 



PHIL BART 
IS-C 



On 12/16/59, NY 1750-S* furnished information 
regarding a conversation that took place in the apartment 
of PHIL and CONNIE BART, 24 15 Newkirk Avenue, Brooklyn, 
NY, 

CONNIE discussed with PHIL the fact that he should 
call ANDY REMES and tell him about t he convention and that 
she would talk afterwards I I The subject objected 

to this and commented that if ANY was interested let him 
call me. CONNIE answered that she thought PHIL was taking 
the wrong attitude and that ANDY has a lot of medical bills 
and is worried about his job. He said that ANDY'S boss 
had just received a government contract and that ANDY 
is afraid of a government investigation which will lose 
his job. 

PHIL commented th&t ANDY should get out of the 
Party as he does not support it. He said he is behind, in his 
dues and he is sure that he has not contributed to the Fund 
Drive. 

The BARTS then discussed JIM TORMEY and BETTY 
GANNETT and CONNIE said that TORMEY was taken back when 
she told him she had spoken to GANNETT and GANNETT did 
not answer. PHIL said that CONNIE 3s not the only one 
to complain about this that there are others. CONNIE 
said that she wanted BEETY to know that people do not 
like this type of treatment. 
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Office Memorandum • united stat^ government 

TO s SAC, NEW YORK (100-56579) DATE: V5/60 



SA HAROLD P. QUINN (#415) 



PHIL BART 
IS-rC 



On 12/2/59, NY 1750-S* advised that PHIL and CONNIE 
BART had discussed a number of matters in their apartment at 
2415 Newkirk Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. Among the matters 
discussed were the following. 

The subject and his wife discussed arrangements for 
the 17th National Convention of the CP, USA. PHIL mentioned 
that WILLIAM FOSTER would have some message which would be read 
at the convention. He said that a committee has been seeing 
him and will try to assure that BILL'S message will be an im- 
portant contribution to the convention. He said that GUS HALL, 
WILL WEINSTONE and IRVING (POTASH) have talked to him alogg with 
others and they think it looks pretty good. 

PHIL then said that he would have to get hold of 
CLARA's(LESTER) phone number. CONNIE answered that CLARA is 
living with SYLVIA (HALL) and that her number was in the Manhattan 
book. PHIL commented that he would have to call her immediately 
after supper. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 



Office Memorandum • united stat^ government 

to : SAC, NEW YORK (100-97770) date: 1/5/60 

from : SA HAROLD P. QUINN l'. ". r 12 

SUBJECT: 



SM-C 

On 11/19/59* NY 1750-S* advised that PHIL and CONNIE 
BART had discussed a number of matters in their apartment at 
2415 Newkirk Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. Among the matters 
discussed were the following. 



The BARTS discus sed 3d si ting ANDY I 
and later PHIL BART called I \ and told them that he and 

CONNIE intended to.b e over their that evening. After calling 



them, PHIL commented was very excited to hear that 



they were going over for a visi 



1: 
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PHIL BART then related to his wife that BEN DAVIS had 
given him a real dirty look when he saw him talking to MIMI 
(FRIEDLANDER) after the convention. He continued that FRIEDLANDER 
had told him that the convention (Bronx county) had gone very 
well except for a couple of left wingers that had to 
into the nature of things. 
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SAC, SAU FRANCISCO (100- ) 1/5/60 

SAC, NEW YORK (100-8o44l~Sub B) 

CP, USA 17th J.ATIONAL CONVENTION 
IS-C 

On 12/10/59, NY 1/50-S* furnished information 
rc^ardin^ a conversation that tools place In the apartment 
of PHIL and CONNIE BART, 24 15 Nowkirk Avenue, Brooiayn, 
NY, 

Source advised that a male unsub, \;ho apparently 
was a delegate to the National Convention of the CP had 
stayed at the BART apartment alon^ with ARCHIE BRO NN . 
Source •■ doscribed this nalc unoub as IlvipG in Berkley, 
California, where he lived in a six rooia house, was 50 years 
of a^e, had three sons, one naned MTHEU/ who \;as five years 
old and \;as married to BILLIE LiH. 

Source advised that after the first day session 
of the convention on the above date the unsub retxirned to 
the BART awartnent whore he and CONNIE BART encased in 
conversation. He remarked that all of the California 
D^lcsation uere financially strapped for funds. He said that 
the first day session had ueen cood, but had had a rather 
late start. He said that HALL 1 s opening speech had started 
out clou, but had finished very well and had contained a good 
deal of philosophy. He said that HY LUI-1ER had also spoken 
on economies and peace and he did not believe LXEICR cot 
his point across. 

Unsab continued that at the conclusion of 
H/VLL's STOcoch, ESTHER CANTOR had gotten up and nade sono 
reaarks which she took fro:.! HALL'S speech to cot across 
her poincs uhich are left wire. BART then explained to the 
unsub about; CANTOR'S baci^roimd and the possible line she 
would take at the convention. 



2 - Sail Francisco (100- 

(100- ) (Hale unsub iron San Francisco, 50 years of qqq 

rcsidinc in a six room house in Berkley, Calif., 
wife BILLIE, 3 sons, ono nancd I1ATTHBU, 5 years old) 

1 - New York 
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1 - N-'U York (IOO-IO5075) (HY LuiIEH) (4i5) 
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wife BILLIB, 3 sons, ono nanca HflXZHuu* ^ years oxuj 
(100-5O579) (PHIL BART) (415) //sff7 
[ 100-12959) (CONNIE BART) (415 ) 7"f£/ 
100-84944) . (GUS HALL) . (415) . 



•™.v":i!''" A 




;r,y»-t ■>...;.. 













liY 100-S044l-Sub B 

Dorlnc /cnc convoroatioi»,tho uncsub vcGarlxd that 
ho had Isocii chairman of his county organisation until the 
election. Hg aald ho uaa aloo due to address the convention 
oomotirrio the following clay. 
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SAC, NEW YORK (100-8o44l-Sub B) 



CPi USA 17th NATIONAL CONVENTION 

■ is-c • 

On 12/13/59, NY 1750- S* furnished information 
regarding a conversation that took place in the apartment 
of PHIL and CONNIE BART, 24 15 Kowkirk Avenue, Brooklyn, 
NY. 

ARCHIE BROWN and the above described unsub 
who were staying at the BARTS conversed early in the 
morning with CONNIE BART prior to the last day's session 
of the National Convention. BROWN left early but BART 
and the unsub continued to talk regarding the Minority 
Resolution from the Convention Constitution Committee, 
CONNIE asked the unsub if RUTH or JACK SHULMAN were among 
this minority. The unsub said he did not know but most 
of the committee were New Yorkers. 

The unsub then talked about his son, DOUGLAS, 
who attends the University of California. He said that the 
University has a compulsory ROTC and mentioned that a 
student named MOORE from Virginia, had rebelled against 
this until his father came to take him home. He said 
that his son, DOUGLAS, was working toward a secondary 
teaching certificate and had recently became very active in 
politics. He said that the situation at the University Is 
the same as when he was there in 1934* He said that his 
son, DOUGLAS, received two |15Q scholarship awards at Berkley 
High School and some people did not want him to receive 
them because of his background. He said that while this was 
going on, his son, JEFF, was elected President of his class in 
the Junior High School and BILLIE (apparently Ms wife) was 
. head of the PTA. Apparently BILLIE at one time was a CP 

3 - San Francisco (100- 

(1 -100- ) (ARCHIE GROWN) 

(1 100- ) (Male unsub from San Francisco, 50 years 

residing in a six room house in Berkley 
wile BILLIE, 3 sons, one named MATTHEW, 
old) 

IOO-56579) (PHIL BART) (415) . ■ , 
100-12959) (CONNIE BART) (415) 
100-67234) (RUTH SHULMAN) (4l6) 
100-111666) (JACK SHULMAN) (4l6) 
100-80441-Sub B) 



of age 
, Calif., 



5 yrs. 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



- New York 

- New York 

- New York 

- Now York 
* Nov? York 



'11 



aamcHEfr \ indexed. 

7Cra t Al , SED.....:.^'-» : "- £D "- 

JAN 5 I960 





NY 100-80441- Sub B 

Educational Director. 

He also mentioned that GUS HALL had stayed at 
his home on one occasion while the unsub was away* and that 
his son, DOUGLAS, met him and was very impressed. 
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'JACK OOTRRWEILl) 

(DAVE (LOT) (YOUTH DELEGATE) ) b7D 
(UNSUB., WHITE FEMALE, 60, 5' 6", 125 LBS.) 
(XMSUB., WHITE MALE, 55, 5' 9", 140 LBS., 
WEARS GLASSES) 

(UNSUB. , WHITE FEMALE, 55, 5 1 3", 110 LBS., 

GREY HAIR) 

(UNSUB., WHITE MALE, 60, 5' 5", 170 LBS., 
GREY HAIR) 
(MEETING PLACES) 
(WOMEN'S MATTERS) 
(POLITICAL ACTIVITY) 
(NEGRO QUESTION) 
(YOUTH MATTERS) 
(SECURITY MEASURES) 
(PAMPHLETS AND PUBLICATIONS) 
(FACTIONALISM) 

(CONNECTIONS OF NJCP WITH CP, USA) 

(STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY) 

(BERGEN COUNTY) 

(CAMDEN COUNTY) 

(MERCER COUNTY) 

(MIDDLESEX COUNT!) 

(PASSAIC COUNTY) 



(UNION COUNTY) 
(VINELAND) 
(HUDSON COUNTY) 
(ESSEX COUNTY) 
(MORRIS COUNTY) 
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EXTREME CARE SHOULD BE EXERCISED IN USING THE FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION TO PRECLUDE COMPROMISING THE INFORMANT: 

12/3/59 



On 11/29/59 the State Convention of the New Jersey 
COMMUNIST PARTY (CP) was held in a hall above the Lyceum 
Tavern, 15 Ann Street, Harrison, N.J. This location was not 
announced prior to the convention. Each delegate was given 
instructions to meet a contact man on Harrison Avenue near 
6th Street. This contact man was LEW MOROZE, who directed 
the delegates to the convention. 

There were approximately 30 people present - 19 men 
and 11 women, with 2 Negroes, tooth men. The identities of 
the delegates are as follows: 



PAT T00HEY 
LEW MOROZE 
LOTTIE GORDON 
JOE BRANDT 
WALTER BARRY 
JOHN NORMAN 

I b6 

b7C 



DAN FITZGERALD 
AL MILLER 
DAVE GORDON 
DAVE VINES 
IDA VINES 
MARCUS ZELTSMAN 
GERT MANN 



ART OWENS 
FRANK WITKUS 

PHIL BART, from the National Office 
' SYLVIA BRANDT 
FRANK CHANDLER 



JACK OSTERWEI L 

j white female, 25, 5* 1", 120 pounds, 

brunette, full face. 
DAVE (LNU) (Youth Delegate), white male, 28 to 29, 

5» 6" to 5* 7", 145 lbs., brown hair and brown 

eyes, wears sport clothes. 
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Unknown white female, 60 to 62, 5' 6", 125 pounds, 
hornrimmed glasses, grey hair, appeared to be 
a brunette at one time. Believed to be from 
Passaic County. 

Unknown white male, 55 to 60, 5' 9", 140 pounds, 
brown hair, grey eyes, wears glasses. 

Unknown white female, age 55, 5' 3", 110 pounds, 
grey hair. 

Unknown male, white, approximately 60, 5» 5", 
170 pounds, grey hair. 

The convention started approximately 10:30 A.M. 
PAT T00HEY, the New Jersey State Chairman, opened the con- 
vention and presented the agenda for the meeting. This 
agenda was unanimously adopted. 

PAT TOOHEY then called for a moment of silence 
and then paid his respects to TIM ADAMS, who recently died 
in Philadelphia. 

At this point LEW M0R0ZE was nominated and elected 
chairman of the convention. 

JOE BRANDT spoke concerning amnesty for MORTON S0BELL, 
HENRY WINSTON, GIL GREEN, ROBERT THOMPSON, and the victims of 
political oppression in Franco, Spain. The delegates were 
requested to send greetings during the Christmas holidays 
to the prisoners. They were requested to send letters and 
telegrams to President EISENHOWER requesting Executive clemency 
for these prisoners at this time of good will and peace on 
earth. They were also requested to send letters to political 
prisoners in Spain and BRANDT stated the details concerning 
this activity could be obtained in "The Worker", the"National 
Guardian", or the "Preiheit". 

DAVE (LNU) gave a report on his attendance at a 
Youth Convention in Chicago two weeks previous. He spoke 
generally of work being done by youth groups nationally 
and mentioned specifically the following cities: 

San Francisco - Doing work in discrimination 

Cleveland - Having youth groups active in the churches 

Washington, D.C. - Housing 
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Chicago - NAACP 

Philadelphia - Youth March Committee 

California - Youth March Committee 

Detroit - Sane Nuclear Policy Committee 

Baltimore - NAACP and a Youth Committee on Peace 

It was the general impression that the majority or 
possibly all . of these activities mentioned by DAVE 
are not CP activities but were only mentioned by him to point 
out the type of work that can be done by youth groups. He 
pointed out that throughout the Party there is a definite 
lack of youth leadership. 

PAT TOOHEY then was introduced and presented the 
main political report to the convention. It was in substance 
a summary of the activities of the Party the preceding year 
and the direction the Party will take in 1960. He summarized 
and mentioned the areas on an international, national, and 
state level that would be of interest to the Party. He also 
summarized the Draft Political Resolution as contained in 
"Political Affairs", which resolution was eventually unanimously 
adopted by the State Convention. He pointed out the faction- 
alism that has been rife in the Party and emphasized that it 
is responsible for the Party's present low position 5 however, 
the CP is here to stay and will grow from here. He stated 
that basically the fight has been to work and overcome 
isolation in the Party and it is necessary to build a 
program of definite future action. This should be done in 
areas of peace, civil rights, unemployment, housing, the 
Negro Question, and the cold war. He mentioned that never 
in our history have we in the United States been willing to 
accept a Soviet leader before KHRUSHCHEV, and KHRUSHCHEV s 
presence in the United States has thawed the cold war and has 
shown the American people that the Soviets want peace. He 
pointed out that for many reasons and in many areas since 
the Soviets put up Sputnik I, they have demonstrated an 
intelligence superior to that of the bourgeois. TOOHEY* s 
speech lasted approximately an hour and the comments from the 
floor following the speech were generally favorable. As was 
pointed out the Draft Resolution was accepted as published » 
and all New Jersey delegates to the National Convention will . 
vote this way. 
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It was felt that the Trade Union Section of the 
Draft Resolution needed further discussion and it was agreed 
this would be done at a later date. The discussion will turn 
around ways to maintain contact with Labor and methods to 
circumvent the Landrum-Grif f ith Bill, specifically in connection 
with Party membership. 



b6 



on the problems of women in the Party 
today and 'felt thi£ Should be specifically looked into. 

A long discussion occurred axound the Negro 
Resolution, the main line of which was finally accepted. 
The delegation voted, however, to strike that portion of 
the Negro Resolution dealing with the abandonment of the question 
of self determination and they felt generally this should be 
studied more closely. 

In connection with the Negro Resolution, ART OWENS 
spoke at some length and pointed out that he feels the real 
problem of the Negro is basic living, specifically the uik_ 
necessity to eat, sleep, and work. This area deals also b7D 
with slum conditions prevalent in large cities where Negroes 
and Puerto Ricans tend to gather. He stated that for the CP 
to reach these people, it is necessary to knock on their 
doors, give them "The Worker", talk to them, and discuss 
these basic drives with them. 

The next order of business concerned the election 
of New Jersey delegates to the 17th National Convention, CP, 
USA. The delegates finally elected and the number of votes 
received were: 



- 26 
22 



MOROZE - 16 
LOTTIE GORDON - 15 

It had been agreed upon that the four highest of 
the eight nominees would go . The remaining four nominees 
only received a few votes. I l and JOE BRANDT 

were elected as alternates. In addition, a Youth delegate will 
be sent from New Jer sey. This Youth delegate will be DAVE, 
and | I will go as the alternate Youth delegate. 

In addition, it was understood that PHIL BART will attend 
as a New Jersey delegate, although this election of him will 
not in any way reduce the number of New Jersey delegates. 

The convention adjourned approximately 6s 00 P.M. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3284) 



SAC, EE;/ YORK (100-56579) 



PHILIP BART 
IS-C; SA-40 

UEEKLY SUMMARY 12/21 - 27/59 
CIHAL 



12/21/59 

1IY 1749-S* advised that | | CP 

member hed contacted the subject cm sney naa cticeussca a num- 
hn-r» q£ a i^oopaj items. The subject told her that he and his 
_^ ^ I intended to talio a k day holiday over Ho w vcarvn 



that GUS HALL rate going to appear on the MIKE UALLACE television 
interview program the following Ilonday (12/20/59) . 

12/22/59 



HY 1750-S* advised that the subject discussed with 



his wife a conference he had had that day with CU3 IIALL at CP 
National Headquarters* He told her that their conversation was 
general end mostly connected with what has to he done in the 
Hew Yorl; State CP and a few other places. He said that he and 
HALL generally agreed that GEHE DZHHIS must bo immediately in- 
volved "with responsibility and meetings otherwise ho 1 11 turn 
into another POSTER with his illness and he'll be just dropping 
around to get his pay". 



The EARTS also discussed a Christraan eve get together 



they intended to have in their apartment and COHKIE BART asked 
her husband to be sure and find out if JOENORTHwas coning. The 
subject told his wife that MARY laUFMAH had im'ited both of them 
to a Hew Year* 3 eve party she ;;as having in her apartment but he 
turned L-r down since they would be away. 



2 - Eureau (100-3284 
1 - Hew Yorl: (100-56579) 



starting on Thursday (12/31/59). 
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12/23/59 

NY 1750-S* advised that the subject and his wife 
had discussed the situation surrounding the leadership of the 
New York State CP. The subject said that GENE DENNIS was 
against ARNOLD JOHNSON having the Chairmanship of the state 
organization. He commented that the party would have a 
"hard time bringing people back into the New York organiza- 
tion with him as Chairman. He said that JOHNSON couldn't 
Inspire his grandmother*'. 

The subject also coaamented that BEN DAVIS had come 
out of the recent National Convention with the weakest status 
he has ever had in the CP. 

The subject then returned to the subject of ARNOLD 
JOHNSON and said that at this time he is the best bet to be 
Chairman but that if ELIZABETH ELYNN runs she will get it. 
He said that PLYNN would be the titular head and that BILL 
ALBERTSON and others would actually carry the load. CONNIE 
BART commented that the election of FLYNN would be a good 
thing and would inspire the party here in New York. 

NY 17^9-S* advised that the subject had contacted 
ELIZABETH PLYNN and they discussed the condition of GENE 
DENNIS, He said that he had spoken to PEGGY DENNIS during 
the day who had said that GENE was considerably Improved 
and had over come the stroke but would have t6 take it easy. 
They then discussed the problem of the lack of heat in the 
DENNIS apartment and that "The DENNISES" had made plans to 
move into a hotel near headquarters If the need should arise. 

ELIZABETH then told the subject that she had been 
receiving calls all day and that there appeared to be a real 
drive under way to run her for office in the New York State CP. 
She said that at first she thought it was a Joke but now if 
they really want her, she will go along as she ''may as well 
go out in a blaze of glory. She said that one thing was 
sure, they don't want my pal" (ARNOLD JOHNSON) . She said 
that BILL ALBERTSON told her that he would run against JOHNSON 
if necessary. She said that LOUIS (WEINSTONE) and JIM (JACKSON) 



had called her today to ur.-c I? 02? to run and that HY LUTER 
war; coning over to soo her tbu- following day to talk to 
hop about it* The subject said that he would try to drop 
by and see her the following evening and that ay was coins 
to cecals to his "pal" (GH3 IUXL) about the saae subject. 

12/24/59 

HY 1750-S* advised that a party had boon held in 
the subject' 0 apartment, houvv^-r, he was unable to ascertain 
the identities of the guests or any of their conversations. 

12/25/59, 

HY 1750-S* advised that the subject and his wife 
had discussed the party they had had the previous evening and 
the subject commented that 1XI2ABETH FLYHH had drank quite 
a bit of wine at the party a/.d that her voice was very thick. 
They also discussed FLYHH' a sister, CATHY, and COHHIE com- 
mented that she would like to nail a card to CATHY but that 
no one knows her address as she didn't want it given out. 

HY 1749-S* advised the subject contacted KORRIS 
CHZLD3 in Chicago. The subject told CHTLD3 that GENE DENHIS 
was r.uch better and CHILDJ said that he was planning to call 
but that he had had a lot of problems in Chicago. Ko 
said that he had seen CLYXC LXCHTFOOT the previous evening 
and that they had hoard about some things which were happening 
in Hew York tihich were not cood. He said that the people out 
the-/ j in Chicago would not go along with what they had heard 
about this guy (JOHNSON) and he is playing his miserable role 
again. BART agreed with CH3XD3 and commented that it would 
bo food if CLYDE and others cooko to HALL about their opinions. 
CT-m/03 said that xras exactly what they intended to do and that 
the ooinions are the sane both there, the Kid Uest and in 
Detroit. He said they plan to go right to U-w York after the 
first of the year. 

BART then told that GUS HALL would not be 

back until the fourth of January and the Now York convention 
takes olaec on the eighth. OHILDS said it uau good that BART 
mentioned this as maybe LIGixIXCOT would be able to stop off 
and see HALL in Cleveland on his way to Hew York, CHILDS 
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continued that there are som® definite opinions in Chicago 
and jfehut they are going to fee expressed in a formal way* He 
said that they know the opinlosis of ARNOLD and that they are 
going to stop them in advance'. BART then told CHIII>S that 
ELIZABETH fLYNN had been talking to him the previous evening 
and that she was thinking ©f taking the New York post @f; 
leadership. CHItDS said this would toe a very good idea. 

CHILDS then went m to advised BARE that he should 
toe careful not to fall into ar^ factloniallst haiidm* He. said 
that he should toe careful what he does so that he does not 
toecerae the "fall guy" for w of those people in New York. 
He said that he should wait for a formal decision on every- 
thing. 

1 2/27/59 • 

NY 1750-3* advised that the sutojjeet and his wife 
discu#sied their plans for the following week and CONNIE BART 
advised that she wo^ld toe havisig meetings in their apartment 
on tooih the following Tuesday and Wedsiesdsy* (12/29 and 12/30/5$) 

NY 17^9-rS* advised that EDNA WINSTON had contacted 
CONNIE BART in a attempt to speak to the subject*. They 
disused her recent visit M see her husfeanl (wte wiN^TON) 
and EDNA said that he was "in toad physical condition" . She 
said that due to his poor health it was not t&eir toes t visit. 
She said that she had caiUM t© thank the BARTs f ©r their 
gifts for the children. 
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December 31, 1053 



SA PAUL H« KELLERHEYER 



CP, USA, ILLINOIS 
DISTRICT - ORGANIZATION 
IS - C 



On Deeonber 16, 1959, OG advised 
that SAM IkUSHIIEE v;as in contact t;ith FLO HALL and they 
discussed their recent visit to No\? Yorls (to attend 
tho Communist Party (CP), USA, National Convention). 
&USHNEB consented that no one on the second floor 
t;onld talk to hin, so he Isept riding tho elevator 
iron the first floor to the third and never stopped 
on the second floor. KUS^ER commented he 1b coin™ 
bad: <to IJe^ Yor!0 in February. 

KUSJSNER consented that JIM (WEST) got into a 
big Sight with PHIL BART about the money* KUSilNER 
consented he tried to straighten this matter out. 
K0SHNBR also corxtented that "We are going to have a 
Irnock-out battle here on Friday When questioned 
re^ardin^ the topic o£ this discussion, KUSflliER 
stated it would bo on disa^reenonts. 

Re cor Emendations 

2?o immediate action necessary. 

1 - Hew York (RM) (10G-5G379 PHIL BART) 
G ** Chi ca^o 

1 - 100-2743 (SMI KUSHIJEB) 

1 - 100-20239 (JIM WEST) 

1 - 100-12459 (FLO HAUL) 

1 - 100-13965 (CP - FACTIONALISM) 
PHK: lac 
(G) 
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fOi DIRECTOR* EBX (100-3) 

FBOSSi NEW YOBK (100-30542, Sub B) 

bokteoss op usa i?m maxim* cojotkdiom 

3lS - 0 

1JY X750-S* advlucd dux&ng the evening of 1/k/GO 
PHIL BAK3? told his wife COtSIIIE that the person who the 
CP had onwioyed to transcribe the tapes of the National 
Convention had his house broken into and the tapes mqvo 
stolen. BAKT said the CP's transcribing machine tsas 
also taken and they will have to buy a new one. BAKJ 
also cemented that now there were some sections of the 
Convention they would never know about. 

Other sources in the im> have not verified this 
infection but have been alerted. 
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17TH NATIONAL CONVENTION 
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100-56494 _ 

iP°d^571 (CHARLENE ALEXANDER) (Si) 

J00223660* (ROSE CHERNIN) (Si) 

100£if663 (BEN DOBBS)(SI) 

100-4486 (DOROTHY HEALEY) (Si) 

100-24766 (JOHN HELLMAN)(SI) 

100-28300 (JOE MARTINEZ ) (Si) 

100-56591 L= Kft) 

100-4963 (PETTIS PERRY) (SI) 

100-30439 (WILLIAM TAYLOR) (SI) 

100-26497 iREVA ZWOLINSKI) (SI) 

100-23423 (POLITICAL ACTIVITY) 

100-24345 (NEGRO QUESTION) . 

100-24346 (YOUTH MATTERS) 

100-26046 (NATIONAL GROUP COMMISSIONS) 

100-26047 (WOMEN 8 S MATTERS) 

100-24348 (FARMERS MATTERS) 

100-25365 (CP STRATEGY. IN INDUSTRY) 4 

100-24349 (INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) 

100-23933 (MEMBERSHIP) 

100-26045 (DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION I 
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BALTIMORE (REGISTERED) 
(100-12076 - GEORGE MEYERS) 
(100-12464 - CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 
BOSTON (REGISTERED) . . 

(100-775 - HOMER CHASE) 
(100-20779 - CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 




8 - CHICAGO (REGISTERED) 
(1Q0«202$9 - JIM. .WEST) 
(100-12890 - EARL DURHAM) 
,100-3313 - JACK KLING) 
100-2748 - SAM KUSHNER) 
i 61-867 - CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) 
(IOO-I2789 - GERALDINE ! 

LIGHTFOOTl_ 

(100-2749 - I 
(100-33741 - CP, USA, 

ORGANIZATION) 
CLEVELAND (REGISTERED) 
'100-222 - ED CHAKA) 
100-421 - GUS HALL). 
65-721~- FNU' KRCHMAREK 
- (ANTHONY KRCHMAREK) 
(100-17257 - CP 5 USA, 

. ' organization) 
detroit (registered) 
(100- - billy allen) 
(100-8482 - tom dennis) 
ues) (100-13420 - carl winter) 
(ioo-205o - cp, usa, 
organization) 

2 -.indianapolis (reg„ ) 
(100-9529 - manny blum) 

(100-110^3 - CP, USA, 
ORGANIZATION) ' 

3 - MINNEAPOLIS (REG.) 
(100-371 - SAM DAVIS) 
(100- - HANLBY LNU 

(HANLEY HEMMINGSON) 
(IOO-I878-P - CP, USA, 
ORGANIZATION] 
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CC CONTINUED 




2 - 



NEW YORK (REGISTERED) 
(IOO-I29629 - BILL AT.-RROT.qfiW) 

100- • — 1 r 

100-25623 - ERIC BURT' 
[101-559 - JESUS COLON 
100-23825 - BEN DAVIS , 
[100- - EUGENE DENNIS) 

IOO-I696 - ELISABETH FLYNN) 
[100-93665 - MIMI PRIEDLANDER) 
BETTY GANNETT) 
SY. GERSON) . 
JIM JACKSON) 
ARNOLD JOHNSON) 
[IOO-IO5078 - HY LUMER) 
flOQ-79025 - MILDRED "MC ADORY) 
:ClOO-j565I9^ PHIL BART) ; r 
(100-13203""^ GEORGE MORRIS). 

JOE NORTH) 
BILL PATTERSON) 
IRVING POTASH). 
PAUL ROBESON.) . 



7 - 



100-13483 
100-13473 
[IOO-I6785 
[100-16021 



100-13444 - 
[100-84275 - 

[100-48033 - 
100-95550 



2 - 



3 - 



100-118174 - MILT ROSEN) 



SAN FRANCISCO (REGISTERED) 
(61-398 - ARCHIE BROWN) 
100- - JOE F IELD S) 
65-1242 - MICKEY LTMA^ 



bo 
b7C 
b7D 



100- , 

'61-415 - AL RICHMOND) 
t 100- - JUANITA WHEE 

(IOO-27747 - CP. USA, 
ORGANIZATION) 

SAN JUAN (REGISTERED) 

(100- . - JUAN SANTOS RIVERA) 

(100- - CP; USA, ORG.) 

SEATTLE (REGISTERED) 

(100^127- BURT NELSON) 

(100-12883 - MELPORD 

: SUTHERLAND) 

(100- - CP, USA, 

. • ORGANIZATION) 



[100- - MORT RUBIN) 

flOO-18065 - JACK. STACHEL) 
[100-15946 - JIM TORMEY) 
100-50094 - ESTHER CANTER UNGER) 
[IOO-26OI8 - LOUIS' WEINSTOCK) 
[100-9595 - WILLIAM WEINSTONE) 
[100-54555 ~ EVELYN WIENER) 
{100-80641 - CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 
(IOO-4943O - PAT TOOHEY) 
PHILADELPHIA (REGISTERED) 
(65-1686 - TOM NABRIED) 
(100-31723 - CP, USA. ORGANIZATION) 
PORTLAND (REGISTERED) 
(100- .- NORMAN HAALAND) 
(100-3952 - CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 
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ACTIVITY 
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. who 

nas furnished 
reliable 
information in 
the' past, and 
whose identity 
should be 
concealed 



17th National 
CP Convention, 
12/10-13/59 



12/21/59 Writer 



Informant furnished the following written report dated 
12/19/59, concerning the second day sessions of the 17th National 
CP Convention (12/10 to 12/13/59 inclusive), held at the 
Theresa Hotel, 7th Avenue and 125th Street, New York, City, on 
12/11/59-: 

"12-19-59 

"On Friday Dec-llth-59 I attended the second day of 
the 17th national Convention of the Communist Party U.S.A. 
Held at the Theresa Hotel at 125th Street and Seventh Avenue 
New York, New York.~- 

"Of those present the following I recognized: GEORGE 
/MEYERS. IRVING' POTASH. ELIZABETH GURLY FLYNN. BEN DAVIS., 
VBEN DOBBS. JIM JACKSON. I ~T "PHIL BART. HY LUMER. 

RIVA SWOLINSKY. ROSE CHERN IN. JIM WEST , CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT. 
MlKEXlMA. BILL ALBERTSON. I TbILL TAYLOR 1, ED CHAKA. 

SAM DAVIS. BURT NELSON. ARCHIE BROWN. I I PAUL ROBESON. 

ARNOLD JOHNSON. TOM DENNIS.. CARL WINTER. TOM NABRIED. MIMI 

FRELANDER . JACK KLING. HENLEY . . PITTIS PERRY, JOE MARTINEZ. 

DOROTHY" HEALEY. WILLIAM ¥iNESTONE . JACK.. STACHEL. LOUIS 
WEINSTOCK. EARL DURHAM. MILPRED "SUTHERLAND. JOE NORTH. JESUS 
COLON, and AL RICHMOND. B ETTY GENET. JOHN HET J.MAN. CHARLpE 
MITCHELL. BILL PATTERSON.. I I JUANITA WHEELER. 

SAM KUSHNER. HOMER CHASE. MANNY BLUM. MILT ROSEN. ESTER CANTOR. 
JIM TORMEY. EVELYN WIENER. MORT RUBIN. GERALDINE LIGHTFOOT. 
SY GERSON -_JlEQSGcE_MQBRZS . ERIC. BURT. NORMAN HAALAND. MILLIE 
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JOE FIELDS. BILLY ALLEN and PAT TOOHEY 



who was the chairman for the morning session. 
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"The first speaker for this session was JOHN HELLMAN 
who spoke on the question of co-existence. 

"The following speaker was BILL TAYLOR who spoke on 
the CP, work in the trade union movement.. He said that one of 
the tasks of the Party is to find a way to build the Party 
within the trade union movement, and that We (the. CP.) have to 
examine and develop a program on the question of pension funds. 
"BILL- TAYLOR went -on -to- explain that when an employee -is - 
discharge he loses all that he has contributed. towards the 
pension fund. 

"LOUIS WEINSTOCK said that he was in agreement with 
<3US HALL 1 s keynote speaeh, and he went' on to relate his trip to 
Eruope where he said, "He found an atmosphere of solidarity, 
(between the CP.'s of the countries he visited) and he quoted 
from the speach made by KADAR (of Hungary) to the CP. 
Congress of Hungary, and he added, . that he disagreed with the 
statements made by comrad DOROTHY HEALEY from California, on a 
television program in Eos Angeles Calif. 

"CARL WINTER was the next speaker. He said that the 
newspapers, are very, much concerned with this 17th national 
convention of the CP. U.SJL adding, that- this convention 
has recieved greetings from CP.' s of other countries, and he 
added, T5Eat they are not Just greetings, but they are messeges 
of conceme With our (CP, F.S.A*) declarations. . And he went 
on to read"~messeges from the CP. 8 s of New Jteland, Australia, 
Sweden, Hungary, and the Soviet Union. 

"The chairman then announced that JUAN SANTOS RIVERA, 
president of the Communist Party of Puerto Rico and a fraternal 
delegate to this 17th Convention had suffered an accident as 
he was leaving the taxi cab in front of the house where he was 
to stay in New York, N.Y. 

"A committee was elected to visit comrad SANTOS. The 
next speaker JIM JACKSON who said that party (40) years ago 
we (CP. U.S.A.) helped a young CP. in the CS.S.R. we fought 
and .aided that young CP. and he added that today we are still 
fighting, and he went on to say that, traditionally our enemies 
have sought to portray our party as an enemy of our country 
'and then he posed the question, what is the relationship of 
the CP. U.S.A. and those of other countries' in answer he said, 
we are linked by a common idiology, but there is independence 
between all parties of other countries. 
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"ARCHIE BROWN then spoke on Economics and Peace. He 
said that we (the Party) cannot solve the problem of 
capitalism, that what we have to do is force the capitalists 
to take a cut in profits „ - 

"IRVING POTACH reported on the resolution on trade 
•union work. 

"ARNOLD JOHNSON spoke about press releases, and 
radio and T.V. interviews held by GUS HALL in conection with 
the convention. • ■ " . . 

"After a one hour recess for lunch EVELYN WIENER was 
elected chairman for the rest of the day, and the discussion on 
trade union work continued. 

"The speaker was introduced as JKRCHMARECK from Ohio. 
He said that there is a campaign to enact?, more anlfi-labor 
legislation adding, that it is part of the drive of big 
business against organized labor, and he added further that we 
have not approched the steel strikes in the way we as 
communists Ishould . 

"MILT ROSEN .took the floor next and made the point 
that; this, is a convention where the membership will play a 
major role. 

"DOROTHY HEALjEY, was the next speaker, who after 
reading 'parts of. a report" she "had prepared" ancTgiven at the 
Southern California District (of the C 0 P* U^S^A*) Convention 
(Nov. 20-21-22-59.) went on to defend her statements she made 
on T.W in Los Angeles, Calif, on the question of Hungary. 

' "She answered comrad LOUIS WEINSTOCK critisism by 
saying that she based her statements, on statements made in a 
speach to the Communist Party Congress of Hungary by (Soviet 
Primier) NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV <> 

"PAUL ROBESON made the motion to approve the 
resolution on trad union (work) a vote was taken and the motion 
passed. The next report was on the Resolution on the Negro 
question and the speaker was CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT who said that in 
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"preparing this report we (the committee) try to present in 
eondenced form the highlights of the Negro question, adding 
that, Th sammary, the committee recommends that this convention 
adopt the main line of the document (Resolution on Negro 
question) and he went on to say that. substantial advance can 
be realize within bourgeois democracy, that the fight can be 
carried but in the following three (3) fronts, (l) on the 
question of organizing the unorganized in the South . (2) Winning 
franchicement of the Negro people in the South, and (3) on the 
struggle for equality in the north and in the South,, and he 
added that all this can be achieve within the content of GUS 
HALL' s keynote speach. At 'the discussion that followed EARL 
DURHAM said that wEite comrads should also speake on the 
Negro question, that they "(whfte comrads) shouldHgive reports 
©n what activities they are earring"- on in thair community . 

"At this time there was a motion from the floor to 
accept tile report on .the resolution on the Negro question. 

"After the motion was made there was a prolonged and 
heated discussion on the resolution on the Negro question, on 
that part which deals with the droping of the theory of self- 
determination and nationhood for the Negro people in what is 
known as "the black belt. 

' "The Mew Jersey delegation ofered an amendment which 
was to defer the question of self-determination and nationhood 
and vote only on the rest of the report. After consulting 
with the committee the chairman accepted the amendment, a vote 
was taken and the amendment lost 82 to 20. Then a vote was taken 
on the original;.imotion and it was passed 85 for, 12 obstentions 
and 5 against. 

"For the evening sesion GEORGE MEYERS was chairman. 

"Greetings from the Communist Party of Canada were 
heard from a tape recording, after which it was announced that 
comrad EUGENE DENNIS had suffered a mild stroke. A committee 
«as formed to visit him. 
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"BEN DAVIS was the next speaker 5 .he reported on the 
resolution. on the i960 elections. During his report BEN DAVIS 
sai&ia&t' 'Peace' is the overriding. issue of the i960 elections 
and' that our Party fight for peace and social progress. 

"The next speaker was AL RICHMOND who also soke on 
the i960 elections after which the sesion was adjourned at about 
lis 00 P.M." _ 

ACTION 

informant Jias advised that the identities of the 
delegates listed by him in attendance were either known to him 
originally or were made known to him during this convention by 
their own identification either privately or publicly. 

Informant was thoroughly interviewed regarding the 
above and could furnish no additional information. 

All other necessary action in connection with the 
above has been taken by the writer. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TOs SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-26044) DATE? 12/23/59 

FROM? SA JOHN P. ANDREWS 

SUBJECTS COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
ORGANIZATION . 
17TH NATIONAL CONVENTION 
. IS-C 



ecs: 



100-56494 

100-4951 
100-23660. 



ROSE^CHERNINj^SI J 



100-4663 (BEN DOBBS ) ( SI ] 
100-4486 (DOROTHY HEALEY)(Sl) 
100-24766 /JOHN HET.T.MAWUST) 

100-26103 I 

100-28300 (JOE MARTINEZ) (SI) 
100-52571 /nHABT.-RMT?. MTTyiHTTT.T.)(ST) 
100-56591 I ,1 
100-4963 (PETTIS PERRY) (SI) 
100-22689 (ANITA ROSTODHA) (Si) 
100-30439 (BILL TAYLOR).(SI) 
100-27563 (ELIZABETH WILLIAMS ) ( SI ) 
100-26497 (REVA ZW0LINSKI)(SI 
100-23423 ( POLITICAL ACTIVITY 
100-2434$ (NEGRO QUESTION) 
100-24346 (YOUTH MATTERS) 
100-26046 (NATIONAL GROUP COMMISSIONS) 
100-26047 (WOMEN* S MATTERS) 
100-24348 (FARMERS MATTERS) 
100-25365 (CP STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY) 2 
100-24349 (INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) 
100-23933 (MEMBERSHIP) 

100-26045. (DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION ISSUES) 



8 - CHICAGO (REGISTERED) 

(100-12890 - EARL DURHAM) 
(100-12459 - FLO LNU b6 

(FLO HALL) b7C 
100-3313 - JACK KLING) K7D 
100-2748 - SAM KUSHNER) 
61-867 - CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) 
100-20289 - JIM VEST) 
100-2749 - I 
100-33741 - CP, USA, 
ORGANIZATION) 
CLEVELAND (REGISTERED) 
'100-222 - ED CHAKA) 
100-421 - 6US HALL) 
100-17257 - CP, USA, 
ORGANIZATION) 
DETROIT. (REGISTERED) 
'100- - BILLY ALLEN) 

100-8482 - TOM' DENNIS) . 
100-13420 - CARL WINTER) 
,100-2050 - CP, :USA,. ORG.) 
INDIANAPOLIS (REGISTERED) 
(100-9529' —MANNY BLUM) 
(100-11093 r' CP;. USA, 
ORGANIZATION) 



3 - 



4 - 



2 - BALTIMORE (.REGISTERED) 

(100-12076 - GEORGE MEYERS) 
(100-^12464 - CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 

2 - BOSTON (REGISTERED) 

(100-775 - HOMER CHASE) 
(100-20779 - CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 



SEARCHED...^" IN^'XED 
SERIALIZpaCr^lLO 

L 



JPAsnlb 




2 - MILWAUKEE ' (REGISTERED) 
(100-4 - FRED SLAiR) 
(100-42-1 - CP, USA, 

ORGANIZATION) 

3 - MINNEAPOLIS (REGISTERED) 
(100-371^- ;SAM DAVIS) 
[lOOp^ ' - HANLEY LNU 

/ (HANLEY HEMMINGSON) 
OO-I878-P - CP, USA, 
ORGANIZATION) 
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CCS CONTINUED 




[NEW YORK (REGISTERED) 9 
(100-129629 - B3J.Tj-ftTjRERTS0N) 
100-56570 - tflL BARTTn 
100- - 1 
100-25623 - ERIC BURT 
t 101-559 - JESUS COLON ' 
100-23825 - BEN DAVIS ] 
[10Q-1696 - ELIZABETH FLYNN) 
I66-9365 - W33JIAM Z 0 FOSTER)' 
aOO-93665 - MIMI FRIEDLANDER)' 
;100-134.83 - BETTY GANNETT) 
100-13^73 - SY. GERSON) . . 
'lOO»l6785 - JIM JACKSON) 
100-16021 - ARNOLD JOHNSON) 3 - 
IOO-IO5.O78 - HY LUMER.) 



SAN FRANCISC O ( REGISTE RED ) 
(100-27Q88 -f 1 



IO6-79025 - MILLIE MC.ADORY) 
100- . - IRWIN LNU (IRWIN MILES) 
100-13203 - GEORGE MORRIS) 
100-13444 - JOE NORTH) 
100-84275 - BILL PATTERSON) 
100-48033 - IRVING POTASH). 
100-95550 - PAUL ROBESON) , 
100-118174 - MILT ROSEN) . 
100- - MORT. RUBIN). 

100-5700" - ARTIE LNU (ART SHIELDS) 
[IOO-I8065 - JACK STACHEL.) ... 
106-49430 - PAT TOOHEY) 
166-15946 - JIM TORMEY) 
100-50094 - ESTHER CANTER UNGER) 
100-26018 - LOUIS WE32NST0CK) 
I66-9595 - WILLIAM WEipjSTONE) 
100-54555 - EVELYN WIENER) 
100-80641 - SUB B 3 . CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 
[100-81752 - CP, USA, BRIEF) 
3 - PHILADELPHIA (REGISTERED) 
(65-1686 - TOM NABRIED) 
(100-2459 - FNU ROCHESTER) 
(IO0-31723 - CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 
2 - PORTLAND (REGISTERED) 

(100- - NORMAN HAALAND) 
(100-3952 - CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) 



61-398 - ARCHIE BROWN) 
100- - JOE FIELDS) 

100- - KETTY LNU 

(KETTY JOHNSON) 
165-1242 - MICKEY LIMA) 
100- - 1 

61-415 - AL RICHMOND) 
100- - JUANITA WHEELER) 
100-27747 - CP, USA, 
ORGANIZATION) 
SEATTLE (REGISTERED) 
(100-127 - BURT NELSON) 
(100-12883 - MELFORD 
SUTHERLAND) 
(100- - CfP, USA, 
ORGANIZATION) 
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17th National 
CP Convention, 
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Informant furnished the following written report dated 
12/17/59, concerning the first day sessions* of the 17th National 
CP Convention (12/10 to 12/13/59 inclusive), held, at the 
Theresa Hotel, 7th Avenue and 125th Street, New York City, on 
12/10/59.: 

"12-17-59 

"On Thursday Dec-lOth-59 I attended the 17th National 
Convention of the Communist Party U.S.A. Held in the Theresa 
Hotel located at 125th Street and Seventh Ave, New York, N.Y. 

"Of the two hundred and fifty (250) to three hundred 
(300) persons present the following I recognized: BEN DAVIS. 
JIM JACKSON n PHIL BART,. BEN DOBBS. HY LUMER. JIM WEST. ED CHAKA 



SAM DAVIS 



BURT NELSON. DOROTHY HEALEY . RTVA 



SWQLBJSKY. ARCHIE BROWN. TOM DENNIS. ROSE CHERNIN. [ 



LOUIS WEINSTOGKE. 
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CARL WINTER. WILLIAM WINE STONE. JACK STACHEL. _____ ..__._ 
BILL TAYLOR . | f EARL DURHAM. PITTIS PERRY. ANITA 

ROSTADHA. , IRVING POTASH. CLAU DE LIGHTFOOT, MIKE LIMA. ELI ZABETH 
WILLIAMS. 1 BILL ALBERTSON. I PAT 

TOOHEY. . ARi\lU_U JOHNSON. JOE MARTINEZ. CHARLENE MITCHELL. TOM 
NABRIED. JACK KLING. and JOHN HEIJ_MAN. , PAUL ROBESON. JOE NORTH. 
JESUS COLON. GEORGE MAYERS .. AL RICHMOND. FRED BLAIR. BETTY 
GENET . MIMI FRELANDER. MILFRED SUTHERLAND. MILT ROSEN. ESTER 
TJMK5R. JIM TORMEY. EVELYN W£_NER. MORT RUBEN. SY GERSOTCTIEORGE 
MORRIS. ERIC BURT. BILL PATTERSON. I I JUANITA WHEELER. 

SAM KUSHNER. HOMER CHASE. MANNY BLUM. NORMAN HAALAND. MILLIE 



MG ADORYc 



SE. 
Jj 



JOE FIELDS and BILLY ALLEN, and 



ELIZABETH GURLY FLYNN who acted as chairman for the opening of 
the convention. 



1 
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"This was the first day of the convention which was 
scheduled for four consecutive days. 

"After the opening remarks and the singing of some 
passages of the star spangled banner ELIZABETH G. FLYNN 
introduced BEN DAVIS who presented greetings to the 17th 
National Convention (CP, U.S.A.) from WILLIAM 2. POSTER and 
the CP. ,of Irland o 

"Then JIM JACKSON was introduced. He read greetings 
and masseges from Communist Parties ©f India,, Great Britain, 
Norway, "japan, Uruguay (South America) Bulgaria, and Israel, 
it was then announced that other messages will he read later 
during the proceeding-. ' 

"PHIL BART presented the agenda which he said was as 
follows; that the convention will be held in nine (9) sessions, 
that on the session of Sunday morning (12-13-59) there will be 
the elections of the National. Committee, that the sessions 
will run from 10:00 A.'M. to 1:30 P.M. 2s30 P.M. to 6:30 P.M. 
and 7:30 in the evening to 10:30 P.M. It was voted to accept 
tike agenda. It was then recommended that the presiding . 
committee be of thirteen (13) members and the following persons 
were named: 

"GUS HALL. HY LOMER. ELIZABETH GURLY FLYNN. BEN 
DAVIS. JIM JACKSON. JIM ¥EST...ES~CHAKA« SAM DAVIS* 
BURT NELSON. DOROTHY . HEALEY. ARCHIE BROWN, and 
TOM. DENNIS. . . 

"After some discussion JACK STACHEL made a motion 
that this presiding committee be of the. thirteen named above 
plus on6 (1) from each delegation, the motion was passed. 

"LOUIS WEINSTOCK was introduced and he made the 
proposals on prOceedure for the conduct of the convention, 
which after some discussion were approved. 

"EARL DURHAM was then elected chairman for the after- ' 
noon session. 

"At the opening of the afternoon session three 
convention secretaries were elected, two of which were KATTY of 
San 'Francisco, Calif, and FLO from Illinois. 
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"Then a committee was formed f ©3? the purpose of 
visiting eomrad WILLIAM Z« POSTER and keep him informed of 
the proceedings of. the Convention . 

"JIM JACKSON and CARL WINTER were elected as overall 
resolutions committee chairmen., and. the following were elected 
as subcommittee chairmen 

"Peace and Disarmament 

"i960 Elections 

"Trade Union work 

"Negro Question 

"Party organization 

"Youth work 



"Latin American Question 
"Party Defence 
"Appeals 
"Women question 

"Party Constitution 
"and Misc, 

"The following persons were elected to 'the Credentials 
Committees . JACK KLING. JOE MARTINEZ, IRWIN, from N.Y. " 
Rochester, from Eastern Penn. and HENLEY, from Minnesota. 

"Rules for the conduct of the convention were proposed 
and after some discussion were approved. 
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HY LUMER. 
BEN DAVIS. 
IRVING POTACH. 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT. 
MIKE LIMA. 
BILL ALBERTSON 



PAT TOOHEY. . 

b7C 

ELIZABETH G. FLYNN. b7D 
TOM NABRIED. 
MXMI FRELANDER. 



BURT NELSON, 

A 

ARNOLD JOHNSON. 
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• "The chairman then introduced GUS HALL as the keynote 
speaker o He was re sieved with a standing ovation. After some 
introductory remarks GUS HALL said that the theme of this 
convention (keynote speach) is "A new era in the fight for 
Peace.' Then he went on to make a fourteen (14) page speach 
at which time he spoke of the 16th national convention of the 
G.P* U.S.A. the situation and- conditions under which it was held, 
saying that this 17th convention is being held in victory, that 
this convention will -undertake t© appraise the state of affairs 
in the world and in our own (U.S<>) country. That we. must be 
on the alert for the signs of the hew,, and we must not only see 
but must clearly define the features of this new era. 

"That our party enters this convention victoriuos 
over the elements of liquidationism and revisionism and Having . 
in the main , eradicated thair twin evils, "left" sectarianism 
and dogmatism. 

"That the sentiment for peace is general, that this 
sentiment has grown in intensity as the weapons of war have 
increased in destructiveness, and as the balance of world . 
forces has shifted so have the moods and thinking of the mass 
of Americans shifted toward peace. 

"That in connection with the i960 election campaign 
efforts must be made to oppose the chief candidates of 
reaction and the cold war and to promote the nomination and 
election of pro-peace, pro- labor and pro-civil rights 
candidates, and he went on to speak about the 1 Party, 1 ,'the 
end of negativism,* the struggle on two fronts, and about the 
need to learn to apply Marxism-Leninism. 

"And he concluded by saying that this is a convention 
of a united Party. 

"At this time he was given a prolonged standing ovation. 
Greetings massages from Italy and Chekueslovakia were read. 

"Then there was a report on We resolution on Peace 
and Disarmament by HY LUMER. He said that one of the 
consequences of the, visit of 3X6?. (NIKITA S.) .KHRUSHCHEV" to this 
country is the impetus to the sentiment of disarmament in this * 
country. And he went on to quote figures on Economy, trade,' 
imports and exports and on military expenditures. 
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"During the discussion that followed the following 
people spoke and made the following points :■ ' MTLPRED SUTHERLAND j 
on the new situation today the fundamental changes in the new 
era are uniting the working class/ the Negro people and all 
progressive movements. 

"The next speaker was introduced only, as ARTIE (male 
from New York., N.Y.) commented on the keynote speach. He said 
that on "the weaknesses of swinging from left to right, GUS HALL'S 
speach was correct, and he also quoted primier KHRUSHCHEV'S 
speach to the Communist Party Congress ofHungary. 

"Then after some more talk he explained that when we 
(the U.S«) trade with the Soviet Union all workers benefit. 

"The next speaker was PAUL ROBESON who spoke of the 
Party vanguard role, he said that the resolutions did not 
define specific action to be followed, that it is not enough 
to say that the cold war is not overi that it has to be 
explained, and he added that there is confussiion on the issue 
of antimonopoly - eo-alition. 

"After the above discussion the session was adjouned 
and it was announced that all committees and subcommittees 
were to meet that night (12-10-59). 

"After dinner, the subcommittee on Latin-American 
affairs met and its purpose was to formulate Recommendations for 
a program on solidarity with Latin Amarica. After some discussion 
at which time the events in Cuba were taken into consideration 
it was decided to recommend a permanent continuation committee 
on Latin- American affairs. 

"Of those present in the com mittee the fo llowing I 
recognized? JOE NORTH. JESUS COLON. | H JOE b6 



MARTINEZ and PAT TOOHEY. . ■ b7C 

"After some more discussion it was decided that JOE 
NORTH, who was recently in Cuba, would present a resolution on 
Cuba.. JESU S COLON would present a resolution on Puerto Rico. 
I I would speak on the Mexican- American question as it 

is related to Latin America, and PAT TOOHEY, would present a 
statement on Solidarity with Latin America. 
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'"Meeting adjourned at about 10 s 30 P.M." 
ACTION 

Informant has advised that the identities of the delegates, 
listed .fey him in attendance were either known to him originally or 
were made known to him during this, convention fey their own 
identification either privately or publicly „ 

Informant was thoroughly interviewed regarding the 
above and could furnish n© additional inf ormation 0 

All other necessary action in connection with the 
above has been taken fey the writer. 



OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-69) DATES /^^f/^^ 



FROM: 



SAC, CHICAGO (100-18953) 



SUBJECT; COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
ILLINOIS DISTRICT 
ORGANIZATION 
INTERNAL SECURITY C 



On December 22, 1959, CG 5824-S* orally furnished 
SA CARL N. FREYMAN with a summary of a meeting held on that date 
among key members in the Illinois Communist Party (CP) District 
leadership wherein discussion was held on the future leadership 
of the Illinois CP as well as some matters relating to CP, USA 
national leadership. 

This information was reduced to writing on December 
28, 1959. Extreme caution must be utilized in the handling and 
reporting of this information in order to afford th is hig hly 
placed informant maximum security. ! * 



2= Bureau (REGISTERED) 

(S> New York (REGISTERED) 
1- 



1- 
1- 
1- 

1- 
1- 

f. 



100-80641 (CP, USA- Organization) 
100- (GUS HALL) 

100-80640 (CP, USA- Negro Question) 
100.* (CP, USA- Strategy in Industry) 

100- (IRVING POTASH) 

100-16785 (JAMES JACKSOI 
100-23825 (BEN DAVIS], 
100- 4-PH iLlBAR'j 

100- "aRNOLT^OlNSON) 



(Copies continued page ii) 




CG 100-18953 



1- St. Louis (REGISTERED) 

100- (CP, Missouri District- Organization) 

6- Chicago 

1- A) 134-46 

1- 61-867 (CLAUDE LIGHTFOGT) 
1- 100-3470 (MORRIS CHILDS) 
1- 100-20289 (JAMES WEST) 
1- 100-2748 (SAM KUSHNER) 



CNF/njb 
(l£) 
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December 22, 1959 



A small meeting of key individuals in the Illinois 
Communist Party (CP) leadership was held on December 22, 1959 
which was called by CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT primarily to get a meeting 
of the minds of key people concerning the Illinois CP leadership. 

Present at various times during the discussions were 
the following? 

MORRIS CHILDS 
SAM KUSHNER 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
JAMES WEST ' 

A lengthy discussion was held on problems in the 
Illinois CP leadership which had been brought about because CLAUDE 
LIGHTFOOT is accepting the position of Secretary of the National 
Negro Commission and accordingly*, is expected to also occupy a 
position on the National Executive Committee (NEC), both pfrwhich 
positions will keep him out of Chicago for a considerable amount 
of time. The question then arose as to whether or not LIGHTFOOT 
.could or should retain the Chairmanship of the Illinois District 
while at the same time occupying the above described national 
positions. There was considerable discussion on this problem 
during which all of the individuals above mentioned indicated 
confidence in the leadership of LIGHTFOOT and a desire for him to 
retain his Chairmanship in the Illinois Party. After receiving 
this vote of encouragement from those present, LIGHTFOOT consented 
to continue as Chairman of the Illinois CP. He indicated that he 
will rely heavily on "JAMES WEST as Executive Secretary to operate 
the Party under him and to assist him fully in his absences from 
the Illinois District. KUSHNER had no opposition insofar as 
his continued Editorship of "The Worker" is concerned. 



National CP Leadership 

During the above meeting, CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT stated that 
he was a little bit disturbed .wits'" JAMES JACKSON. LIGHTFOOT said 
that JACKSON initially had promised him the Chairmanship of the 
National Negro Commission, CP, USA, but at a subsequent time, had 
suggested BEN DAVIS as Chairman and CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT as the 
Secretary. LIGHTFOOT said that he is at a loss to understand why 
JACKSON is giving DAVIS his support. 



It was also stated by LIGHTFOOT that until a new NEC 
is elected the old NEC will continue to function. 

It was agreed by those present that the Illinois 
/District would support PHIL BART for a position on the NEC to 
w replace ARNOLD JOHNSON. CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT stated that GUS HALL, 
in addition to his top national position, is now considering 
heading the national trade raaion work at the same time. IRVING 
POTASH is to look for a shop job but may be retained as a member 
of the National Trade Union Commission. 



CP, Mi ssouri District Convention 

It was also learned that the second session of the CP 
of Missouri State Convention will foe held on January 10 and 11, 
19.60 at St. Louis.. MORRIS CHILDS, the Missouri National Committee 
representative, is scheduled to give a "Report %o this Convention 
on the results of the CP, USA National?' Convention. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO : 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 



SAC, BALTIMORE 

SAC, NEW YORK (100-80641) (415) 

CP, USA, ORGANIZATION 
IS - C 



DATE: 12/%/S9 



1 
1 
1 
1 
6 



1 - 

2 - 
2 - 

2 - 

1 - 

3 - 



2 - 
1 - 

i - 
i - 

1 - 
i - 
i - 
i - 
i - 



Baltimore (100-12076) (GEORGE MEYERS) (RM) 
Boston (100- ) (HOMER CHASE) (RM) 
Buffalo (100- ) (MORTIMER SCHEER) (RM) 
Butte (100-5350) (JOHN HELLMAN)(RM) 
Chicago (100-12459) (FLO HALL)(RM) 
(1 - 6I-067) (CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) 
'1 - 100-24729) (EMANUEL BLUM) 
1 - IOO-IIO32) (MORRIS CHILDS) 
.1 - 100-20289) (JAMES WEST) 
(1 - 100-2748) (SAM KUSHNER) 
Cleveland (65-721) (ANTON KRCHMAREK) (RM) 
(1 - 100-421) (GUS HALL) 
Detroit (100-13420) (CARL WINTER) (RM) 
Los Angeles (100-4953) (PETTIS PERRY) (RM) 
(1 - 100-95704) (DOROTHY HEALEY CONNELLY) (RM) 
Minneapolis (61 -29) (CLARENCE SHARP) (RM) 
(1 - 100-371) (SAM DAVIS) 
ftfewa yk f IQ0-TQ 4Q1 \ ( PAT TOOHEY) (RM) 



(1 

Philadelphia 



1 



b7D 

(65-1686) (TOM NABRIED) (RM) 
Francisco (65-1242) (MICKEY LIMA) (RM) 



San 

(1 - 65-415) (AL RICHMOND) 
(1 - 100-36248) (JOE FIGUERIDO) 
Seattle (100-127) (BURT NELSON) (RM) 
(1 - 100- U] 
MY I 1 b7D 

NY 101-559 
NY 100-13483 
NY 100 -I6785 
NY 100-13473 
NY 100-9595 
NY 100-26018 
NY 100-118174 
NY 100-129629 
NY 100-56579 



HFNU SOUTHERN) 
flnv)(4l) 

' JESUS COLON) (415,) - N 
(BETTY GANNETT) (415) 
1 ' JAMES JACKSON) (415) 
SI GERS0N)(4l5) 
WILLIAM WEINSTONE) (415) 
LOUIS ¥EINST0CK)(4l5). - 



MILTON ROSEN) (4lb) 
[WILLIAM ALBERTSON) 
[PHIL BART) (422) 



(416) 



(Copies Cont'd) 
1 - NY 100^80641 

i 

%JAH;mfd 



.(415) 



-.../...INDEXED. 



SEARCHH), 

SER1AUTE0:....^£C.FILED. 




NY 100-80641 



Identity of source 

Description »f info 
Date received 
Received by 
Original location 



_ , who has furnished 

reliable .info in past (conceal) 



12/9/59 

SA JOHN A. HAAG (oral) 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



Utmost care must be used in handling and reporting 
th e foll owing info in order to pr otect the identity of informant . 

Informa tion received from inf ormant, as set forth 
above, was typed byl | on 12/15/59* and 

authenticated by informant on 12/22/59. 

A copy of informant's oral report follows: 



;ben DAVIS) (416) 
JACK STACKED) (415) 
ARNODD JOHNSON) (415) 
GUS HADD)(4l5) 
[ IRVING POTASH) (415) 
(CDARENCE HATHAWAY) (422) 
.( WIDLIAM PATTERSON) (415) 
[HY DUMER)(4l5) 
EDIZABETH GURDEY FLYNN) (415) 
EUGENE DENNIS) (415) 

CP, USA, 17th NATIONAD CONVENTION) (415) 



Copies 


Cont ' d 


1 


- NY 


100-23825 


1 


- NY 


100-18065 


1 


- NY 


100-16021 


1 


- NY 


100-84994 


1 


- NY 


100-48033 


1 


- NY 


100-5106 


1 


- NY 


100-84275 


1 


*r NY 


100-rl05078 


1 


- NY 


IOO-1696 


1 


- NY 


100-8057 


1 


NY 


10O-8064l^B 
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On 



12/9/59 
a meeting of the CP, USA, 



b7D 



National Committee (NC) was held at Adelphi Hall, New York 
City. Those present were: 



CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
Pettis Perry 
Carl Winter 
Jesus Colon 
Mickey Lima 
Anton Krchmarek 
Flo Hall 

Manny ELum ■ 

i 

Betty Gannett \ 
James Jackson 
Pat Toohey 
Burt Nelson 
Si Gerson 
William Weinstone 
Morris Childs 
Homer Chase 
John Hellman 
Clarence Sharp 



Jim West 
Dorothy Healey 
George Meyers 
Al Richmond 
Tom Nabried 
Louis Weinstock 
Sam Kushner 
Milton Rosen 
William Albertson 
hil Bart 



Ben Davis 



Jack Stachel 

Arnold Johnson 

Gus Hall 

Joe Figuerido 

Irving Potash 

Davis from Minnesota 

Clarence Hathaway 
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William Patterson Mortimer Scheer 

Hy Lumer Elizabeth Gurley Flynn 

One Southerland from Washington 

The meeting was chaired by James Jackson who 
proposed the following agenda: 

1. Report on illness of Gene Dennis 

2. Summary of work of NC by Jackson 

3. Organization of Convention by Bart 

y 1. Flynn stated Dennis had a heart attack that 
morning and while not serious enough for hospitalization, he 
was confined to bed. She called for unity of Communist 
Party (CP) in face of newspaper attacks and Senator Eastland's 
Committee, perpetrated by F.B.I. Flynn said Hall, Lumer and 
Stachel were conferring with Dennis to handle his convention 
speeches and assignments. 

2. Jackson's report summarized work of NC during 
last nine meetings. Big achievements of CP were the saving 
of the party and elimination of factionalism. He proposed 
more frequent NC meetings, a smaller NC and a regional set- 
up for NC meetings. 

f 3. Bart said convention would consist of nine 

sessions, four morning, four afternoon and one evening 

^ (Friday) . 
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Thursday A.M. - Organization and set-up of sub- 
committees, welcome speech by Davis, keynote political speech 
by Gus Hall for Dennis. 

Thursday P.M .«» Discussion of keynote speech, peace 
report by Lumer, International Solidarity speech by Jackson. 
Thursday evening t» 18 subcommittees will meet, 
Friday A.M. - Trade Union resolution by Potash 
Friday P.M , - Negro resolution by lightfoot 
Friday Evening - Speech on Political Action and the 
I960 elections by Davis or Johnson. 

Saturday A.M .- Organization matters by Bart 
Saturday P.M. - Constitution Committee report by 
Burt Nelson. 

Saturday Late P.M .- District delegations in caucus 
to nominate NC members. 

Sunday A.M. - Election of NC 

Sunday P.M. - Reports on Youth, Legal Defense, 
Finances, presentation of new statement of CP principles, 
summary of convention by Gus Hall. 

Sunday Night - NC will meet to elect NEC and 
possibly CP officers. 



NY 100-80641 

NO received word that Hotel Theresa employees on 
sit-down strike. Albertson stated that if strike was not 
settled, the convention will be held on 10th floor of 
Adelphi Hall, New York City, same room as used for NO 
meeting. 

NC meeting and convention plans well coordinated; 
no major flare-ups contemplated. 



«M ^ *• 



SAC, HEW YORK (100-56579) l/5/£0 
SA HAROLD P>: QUINN (#4l5) , : 

. : PHIL BART . ■ • ''• . ' 

:/--; : -.i&-€. ; . : • . ■ ■ ■//' i 

- On 12/4/59, NY I750-S* advised thai fjai !; ^ 
BART had discussed a number of matters in their apartment at 
2415 Newklrk Avenue, Brooklyn, Hew York. Among the matters 
discussed were the following. 

The subject and his wife discussed her new job and 
the possibility of her using her maiden name far eisployment in 
the future. The subject commented that he thinks she should 
have done this before taking h*r present job. Apparently, she 
is afraid of being exposed at her employment as a Communist, but 
comments that she will just have to take her chances now. ,: PHIL 
said that she should try to get her Social Security number changed 
to her maiden name. 

3&ey then discussed the possibility of inviting ELIZABETH 
GIRLY FLYNN to their apartment alo^g with some others dn Christmas 
Eve. They both then discussed WILLIAM POSTER at*4 the Subject 
criticized FOSTER for isolating himself from th« party and con- 
tinued that POSTER is unaware <if the tactics within the party 
today* PHIL said that LENIN had kept within the Kremlin walls 
and that POSTER has done nothing but stay in his apartment. 
CONNIE said that POSTER has seen the same old comrades for the „ 
last ten years aM is a mythical figure. He said that POSTER 
Is a great leader* but is still setythleal to this generation and 
they don't know him in the labor movement today. 

(CONNIE BART) (#415) 
1LX25ABETH PLYNN) (#415) 
WILLIAM 2. POSTER) {#415) f 



3EARGHen......... ? ..."!N7ESC0. 



1 - New York 
1 - New York 
New York 
New York 



HP$:amh 



(100-12959) 




(100-56579) 
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SAC, DETROIT (100- ) 1/5/60 



SAC, EE 7 .'/ YORK (100- ) 



TOtt Dsmiis 

IS-C 



On 11/26/55, HY 1750-S* advised that PHIL and COIJHIS 
BART had discussed a lumber or r;atters in their apartment at 
2415 Ko'jkirk Avenue, Brooklyn, How York. aeo»c the natters 
discussed ucra the following. 

The BARTS discussed HUB'S position uith the CP and ho 
commented that if the National Office wore coins to brine in 
another 1 person for organizational work, he uould like to see 
it he TCI* D3K1JIS of Detroit. He said that ho thinks D3L7JJS is 
one of the best organizational won in the party. Eo then con- 
tinued that in tv;o or three years he hoped to see a lot of now 
faces in the National Office. 

COZftllE then consented that "there are people in jail" 
(GIB GREEN and IEKRY IJIHSTOU) unQ I BIB said that they './ill not 
be available to the party in a public capacity until after 
1SS4. He said that because or this they would iciss tuo national 
Elections, lie continued thai; GIB (GREEIT) would not be a younj 
man when he cot out. 



1 - Detroit (100- ) (RK) 

1 - Chicago (lOO- ) (EM) (GIB GEEEll) 

1 - lieu York (100-56579) (PHIL BART) (i%15) 

1 - IJc-17 York (100-12S59) (0013.12 BARS) (1*15) s 

1 - Ecu York (100-269) (HE13RY UKiSTOH) 

1 - Koi/ York (100- ) 



IIPQ:ai?ii 
(6) 



^ HEW WWL (100-565/9) 



1/5/59 



:'"'i : 'iM6/59* : 'Hta7^i # *u^iaha# ^ 

regarding * conversation that ■ tl#*l»;plw/^^ ^ ■th»,i9^^«li^^• 
r : - f; "eojoii» diaeussea .-wish heel t^ : :^8ark that W-«im^*: • /' 

eell M SIHSS and tall Mia aseut the eojw«ntlon and that 
she would. talk af teiwerds l I fif subject efrjeoted be 

to thM ana eewaesited that If *m was interested let hi* b7 c 
call *e» O0NHIB answered that she thought fHlL was taking 
the woa« attitude ana that Ainwr ha# a lot of wedieal bills 
and is worried about hia jofe* :He said that Wi. boss 
had Just reeeived a govertw»«fc eontraet a^,.that AHDY 
is alimii of a govejmiieite invem 

; hi* If**:-: • ; -■; - : \y- / \7 .;:•'>... . • ,' 

fto eosiaented tfcfct should get out of the 
farty as he dees not Support 'it* He said he i» behini In his 
duea and he is sure that he Has not contributed to the Fund: 

ihe BAJWS then discussed: JIM t^j^ iW jW 
' ' gankett and - coiOHi ?said tfca^ TOWOSy was taken oaek when • 

she tsid hla she hai *^ka» to: os^ff and saNUTO did 
. .. nofe. answer ■-• • . mt said tuat ,e0Wttllt::j#*-v*toa ! onlr ei» ..cy*= ..; 

to eo#i'aln' ■about -this- 'that', there, are others* ; 0ONH1B 
vsaid thai she wanted ilift.to -know tiaM^ people da not 

like this type of treataent* : 
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16044899} tlTO SSUBS) (te) 
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U. So Government 



TO s 
FROM ; 

SUBJECT? 



SAC, UilvtanfeOtt / (100- 
SA RUSSELL D./J0NES 

'ak& 



JWSZi 12/22/59 



IS - c 



IS A HIGHLY Sm82Ym SOURCE OF THE MILWAUKEE 'OFFICE 



on Ueeeraber 15, 1959. advised that , 
]are giving consideration to racking and[ 



has stated that h© would lik© t© mov® into their present 
residence . 



] at tho National Convention ms on a caraiaittoe which 



took ©h&rge of the Convention and, theroffo r®, had to be at the 
Convention early and attend esstra meetings* o I [s tated that 

there were approximately 250 peoplo at tho Convention r of whi©h hfi 
133 vmre regular delegates and the remainder ware alternates and ^ 
fraternal delegates , otc. 10 7 c 

b7D 



_ said that a eosapiitt^o of five u a® laade up to look things 
over at tho Convention, cons isting of I I PHI L B&RT 9 

l and a N©gro named | 



[ 



l jM__gears old, who resides 
in New York. He also has a nice© name d m ho is uiarried to 
a Negr o doctor. In discussing the neighborhoods in the East, 
I I said they were interracial and they have to keep it "that 

Whenever one waves, they get together and discuss it 



to find someone, ®2m asgaffifcafclg m ttev de mot want s^gr^gated 
neighborhoods , 



trying to work at this in their neighborhood < 
New York 



are 



1 r Chicago 



1 - 100-3 
1 - 100-988 
1 - 100-6399 
1 - 100-10213 
1 - 100-10714 
1 - 100-11125 
1 - 100-4-sub i$~im 

RDJsdml 
(12) 



/CO- f *? So<b 

i » ; ' ' ' 

h — ~ — - — 



tmw.^ r-^LsiiFii *kt. 




MI 100-4 



in addressi ng Christmas cards addressed one , to 

I | said that he wanted to a note on 

"ThanKs £or helping us with the hunting*" 
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